
 
 
 

 
 
 
   
 

              Newsletter of the Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. 
May 2016 

 
NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the CMRCI will be at the Kaleen Clubroom at 7.30pm on 
Wednesday 4th May 2016. 
 
The topic will be a presentation by Peter Amey on the excellent model railway layouts of 
our Corresponding Members in Birmingham Alabama - Craig Gardner and John 
Stewart.  Both layouts are of a very high standard indeed and are well worth a good 
look.   

 
A section of Craig Gardner’s Birmingham Southern layout, complete with amateur 
operator.  For more information on this great layout come and see the presentation next 
meeting. 
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THE 28TH CANBERRA ANNUAL MODEL RAILWAY EXPO 
The consensus is that the Expo was a success.  Comments from traders (one of whom had 
his best day’s takings ever), exhibitors and patrons indicated a high degree of satisfaction. 
 
With 60 exhibitors, traders and clinics this exhibition must be close to being the biggest (and 
best!) outside the metropolitan areas.  While most of the layouts were known to us there were 
enough new ones to make it interesting. 
 
Attendance was down slightly with 1,935 paying patrons coming through the door.  The 
numbers on Saturday were very good, but lagged somewhat on Sunday due to the competition 
presented by the Canberra International Airport Open Day (over 100,000 attendees 
apparently),  the AFL football match at Manuka Oval and the Hall Markets.  Because of slightly 
higher prices and the efficiency of the new computer based ticketing system the overall gross 
take is expected to be about the same. 
 
The event was very well organised by the Management Committee and the effort put in by 
members was superb.  By lunchtime Friday, the various halls, rooms and the gym had been 
marked out and electrically wired ready for the arrival of exhibitors and traders later that 
afternoon.  The takedown on Sunday afternoon also went very smoothly. 
 

 
Ron, Emma Lee and Sam of the mentoring group preparing “Queanbeyan” for the 
exhibition.  The layout attracted a lot of attention from the public during the show. 
(Thanks to Terry C for the photo) 

 



 
The Principal of UCHS Ms Lana Read trying out the U-Drive with assistance from 
Andrew.  Ms Read kindly opened the Expo for us. (Thanks to PeterMc for the photo.) 

 
Innovations at the exhibition this year included a new computer based ticketing system that 
can not only immediately issue tickets, but keeps track of the time of day people arrive, how 
many kids and adults, the money, postcodes, etc.  This is proving to be a valuable 
management tool for the Committee. 
 
Other new things tried this year were an entrance closer to the car park.  This meant that 
patrons had less distance to walk and could find the entrance easier.  Once patrons had paid 
they had three options to enter the show, all leading into different parts of the venue.  Overall 
there was better control of access and entry than previously.  An EFTPOS machine was 
available at the entrance for the convenience of patrons. There are still issues to be resolved, 
however – better control of handicapped parking and signage generally, for example.  
Needless to say the Committee has taken note. 
 
An information desk was also introduced, but it was not possible to man this all the time, so it 
was not as effective as it could have been.  The sausage sizzle operated by the high school 
P & C for the first time was successful – they apparently ran out of supplies on the Saturday. 
 
Smith’s Crossing was very popular with the kids and ran constantly all day, both days. 
 
The opening was performed by the new UCHS Principal Ms Lana Read.  She later toured the 
exhibition and was particularly interested in the layout presented by the mentoring group.   
 
The judges had a hard time selecting the winners of the various competitions.  The eventual 
winners were: 
 
BEST EXHIBITION LAYOUT – Yendys presented by the ACT Model Railway Society.  The 
model depicts a section of suburban main line somewhere on the leafy outskirts of Sydney. 
The prize is sponsored by Hobbyland Australia 
 
THE MOST POPULAR LAYOUT AND THE BEST SCENERY LAYOUT PRIZES were won 
by “Western Rivers” an HO scale layout by Ray Tobin and Warwick Taylor.  The model is 
set around the Darling River at Menindee. 



The Most Popular layout prize was sponsored by The Model Railroad Craftsman and the Best 
Scenery prize by Chuck’s Ballast. 

 
 
Settlers cottage on Western 
Rivers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks to the perspicacious 
judges – John Wishart and 
Gary Brims for their difficult 
job.  This is the third year that 
Gary has worked with John on 
the judging. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ACCOLADE OF THE MONTH 

 

The accolade of the month goes to…..Who Else, but Andrew 

Lund.   

His hard work and commitment not only with regard to the last show but over the last 5 years 

or so as Coordinator of the Canberra Model Railway Expo is recognised by all members.  

His leadership of the Expo Management Group has resulted in a unified, coordinated team – 

resulting in a successful exhibition of a very high standard.  Andrew has achieved this 

despite considerable personal and family issues. 

Well done indeed and thanks from all of us.  

 

 
 
 
 
 



THE PORT TOWNSEND & SOUTHERN RAILROAD 
 
 
Last January I had the good fortune to visit The Port Townsend & 
Southern Railroad at the home layout of Mr Bob Beaty, a 
resident of the lovely suburb of Hoover in Birmingham Alabama. 
 
Bob Beaty is a well-known model railroader.  He is a Master 
Model Railroader (NMRA) and a member 
and Past-President of the Birmingham 
based model railroad club known as The 

Wrecking Crew.  
 
He is also the Executive Advisor for the South-Eastern Region of the 
NMRA.  Bob had a long and distinguished career as a senior US Navy 
flier and worked for BellSouth (now AT & T) before retirement.  
 
The visit was arranged by Craig Gardner.  I was very appreciative of Bob’s hospitality as his 
son’s wedding was the following weekend, he had house guests arriving for the wedding and 
to top it off Bob was facing a serious back operation a few weeks’ later.    Consequently I 
was grateful for the time he was able to make available for me.  I have since been advised 
that his operation was a success. 
 
The Port Townsend and Southern is a beautiful narrow gauge layout set in the Olympic 
Peninsula in Washington State. It is fashioned after the 1940s narrow gauge, or trains that 
ran in “inconvenient” locations in the country, such as the logging areas in Alabama. While a 
fictional railroad, it operates in the “setting” of the Puget Sound of Washington. 
  
The layout is located in his large basement and features hand laid track, many scratch built 
structures and rolling stock and excellent scenery work.  It is an HOn3: 9' x 12' walk around 
layout and is sort of shaped like a horseshoe.    
 

 
 
The layout began as DC and was upgraded to Digitrax DCC in 2004.  All of the turnouts 
are manual.  Even those that can't be reached are manual using a long rod attached to 



a single pole double throw slide switch.  Although the layout has some limited 
operational capabilities, Bob uses uses it to (1) experiment on different scenery 
techniques and (2) as a place to "show off" structures and rolling stock.   
 
The new section will allow more switching, so he has installed operable couplers on the 
pilots of both 2-6-0s.   
 
The quality of the craftsmanship that has gone into this layout is extraordinary.  The detail is 
superb even down to the colours used.  
 
Bob says that the layout began in 2000 as a copy of Malcolm Furlow's "San Juan 
Central" originally in Model Railroader and later in a Kalmbach book.  The curves were 
really tight and the MDC narrow gauge "Mud Hen" engines with blind drivers were about 
the only heavy duty motive power that could traverse the route.  Also Furlow had some 
improbable scenery elements, such as the unsupported bridge over the town. So Bob 
modified the original plan and then in 2012 began the addition. 
 

 
View of Port Townsend 
 
The story of the railroad is a very interesting one and with Bob’s permission I will reproduce 
the text of the handout he gives to visitors to the layout, with a few additions for Australian 
readers: 
 
“The Port Townsend & Southern Railroad 
Some facts and a little reality 
 
The Milwaukee Rail (i.e. the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific Railroad – established 
1850) has tracks along the Northern edge of the Olympic Peninsula in Washington State 
USA.  The Peninsula Branch meanders for 69 miles beside the Straits of San Juan de Fuca, 
sometimes right along the water’s edge at others along the plain that slopes up to the 
Olympic Mountains.  All except for the 12 miles that is someone else’s track – i.e. The Port 
Townsend and Southern RR (PTS). 
 
The Milwaukie Road Railroad has trackage rights over the Port Townsend & Southern from 
Port Townsend to Discovery Junction (see track plan).  
 
The PTS has no rolling stock of its own but collects revenue from the Milwaukee for every 
train that uses this 12 mile stretch to Port Townsend.  Back in the 1880’s Port Townsend 
visualised itself as the key city on Puget Sound. High masted sailing vessels filled the 
harbour and fanned out to world ports.  Promoters designed a town for 20,000 inhabitants.   
 



However, in the best laid plans of men the railroad from Portland Oregon went the other way 
to a little village called Seattle. 
 

 
Shunting at Port Townsend 
 
 
 

 
Port Townsend  
 
Well, so much for history and facts – this is what really happened. 
 
The founders realized they were being passed by for the greater glory of the PS & S RR 
route to Seattle and so the link with the Milwaukee Road was soon to be tenuous at best.  
They regrouped and narrowed the gauge to better serve the small towns, inlets and logging 
camps from Port Townsend westward to the end of the earth, the logging town of Forks. The 



brass hats changed the name slightly by adding the ampersand to distinguish it from its 
mainline cousin.  
 
Logging, forest products and fishing are the main industries supported by the PT & S. A 
sprinkling of smaller industries such as a shingle mill and a box and crate manufacturer 
account for occasional carloads.  This area, located between the fabulous salmon fishing of 
the Straits and the Olympic National Park make it prime for the tourist trade.  There used to 
be two passenger trains daily, now there is just one (no one has thought about whale 
watching yet). The mills and factories produce plenty of freight, unglamorous, but profitable.  

 
 
Besides the little 2-6-0’s the railroad is served by two 
heavy 2-8-0’s (an inside and outside frame locos) a 
Shay and a small Heisler.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bob says that “There is a lot more to this story, but I usually make it up as I go to fit the 
occasion” (!) 
 
 
 
 

 
The new and undeveloped extension of the Port Townsend and Southern.  Craig 
Gardner doing some fine tuning on a recalcitrant turnout (i.e. point)  
 
 



 
 
 
 
Action at 
Discovery Junction 
– with the 
assistance of Mr 
Gardner! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
LIFE MEMBERSHIP 
On the 19th January last the Committee and members “acknowledged and recognised the 
dedicated and lasting contribution to CMRCI in his role as a Committee member and his 
active membership and support of the Club over many years by admitting and according Life 
Membership to John Wishart.”    
 

 
John being presented with his Life Membership Certificate by the President. 



As you would be aware John (and indeed his entire family at times over the years) has been 
a great contributor to the Club and mentor and adviser to Members over many years.  He is 
an excellent and prolific scratch builder and kit basher.  It is quite appropriate that he has 
been accorded Life Membership and it is well deserved. 
 
 

 
The Certificate of Life Membership 
 
He joins a short but illustrious list of Life Members - Lloyd Sawyer, Ward Gainey and Charles 
Schuster. 
 
 
 
 

 

THIRLMERE 
 

The Committee is seeking indications of interest for a trip to The Trainworks Railway 
Museum at Thirlmere on Sunday 22 May. 

 
Transport will be by bus – the cost is expected to be minimal. 

 
For admission charges and other information see www.trainworks.com.au 

 
Contact the President if you are interested. 

 

 
 

http://www.trainworks.com.au/


INTERVIEW WITH COMMITTEE MEMBER - Chris Neil 

 

 

 

How long have you been a member of CMRCI? 

I have been a member of CMRCI for 3 years. 

Why are you a member - or why did you join?  

Like many others I had a train set when I was a child.  When I 
retired I was looking for a hobby to get involved in and went to a CMRCI club meeting.  Once 
I realised that the hobby had become digital, I became hooked immediately. 

What has CMRCI done for you? 

It has given me an interest and the ability to do something for other members. 

How long have you been on the Committee? In what positions?  

I have been on the Committee for one year. 

Tell us about your model railway interests – scale, etc. 

I use HO scale.  My primary interest is in DCC.  I enjoy playing around with variables in 
locomotives. 

Do you have a layout at home? - if so, theme, how long have you been building it?  

I actually have two layouts at home.  One is a shunting layout, which doubles as my 
programming track and the other is larger and suspended from the ceiling.  Neither layout is 
sceniced and probably never will be.  As I mentioned before, my primary interest is in DCC, 
so the larger layout is mainly a test track. 

How long to finish? Do you operate? 

I doubt if my layouts will ever be finished.  I do not have a background in railways and 
operations are new to me, so I have not become involved in that activity. 

What was the most outstanding event/occurrence with CMRCI in your time? 

I would have to say that our exhibitions are the most interesting.  I have been involved in two 
– the first as an observer and worker, the second as the Registrar.  I found that to be very 
interesting. 

Aspirations? 

For myself I would like to get involved in the mentoring group to introduce them to the basics 
of electronics, etc. 

For the Club I think that we need more young people active in the Club to spread the load 
and to develop new skill sets among members. 

We also need more room – the present room for layouts and the adjacent room for 
meetings, coffee, presentations, etc. 

 

 



VENGEFUL HOUSEWIFE 
Yes, I know – absolutely nothing to do with model railways , but it gave me a laugh and I 
thought that you might enjoy it too. 
 
Source – no idea, but thanks to the author (s) anyway. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Police Officer called the station on 
his radio. 
 
“I have an interesting case here.  An 
old lady shot her husband for 
stepping on the floor she had just 
mopped.” 
 
“Have you arrested the woman?” 
 
“Not yet, the floor’s still wet. “ 
 

 

 

 

 
THE PUFFING BILLY RAILWAY  
The Puffing Billy Railway is one of the major tourist attractions in Victoria.  It has just 
celebrated its 60th year of operation and continues to make a profit sufficient to provide for 
operations and maintenance.  The Railway offers four trips a day, except for Christmas Day 
and Fire ban days. 
 
It is 762mm or 2ft 6inch narrow gauge heritage railway. 
 
It seems that the name Puffing Billy was coined when the (then) Herald Sun promoted the 
initial restoration of the railway some 60 years ago.  On its front page the tabloid screamed 
“Save Puffing Billy” and the name stuck.  Doubtless there are other stories about how the 
name came about, but this will do for the moment! 
 
The Puffing Billy Preservation Society (PBPS) is the driving force behind the railway.  The 
Society’s long and short term objectives are to: 
 
•  Restore and preserve the heritage assets of Puffing Billy Railway 
•  Raise funds to assist in covering the cost of  restoring Puffing Billy’s heritage assets 
•  Provide volunteers to assist in the daily operations of Puffing Billy Railway 
•  Conserve and catalogue all archival material which relates to the history of Puffing Billy     
Railway and its assets. 
•  Exhibit non-operational rolling stock and heritage assets in Puffing Billy Railway museum 
at Menzies Creek. 



 
The Society has a comprehensive Master Plan for the future development and maintenance 
of the railway. 

Their website says that “The Puffing Billy Railway was one of four low-cost 2'6" (762mm) 
gauge lines constructed in Victoria in the early 1900s to open up remote areas. 

The present line between Belgrave and Gembrook, through the forests, fern gullies and 
farmlands of the magnificent Dandenong Ranges, is the major part of the line which opened 
on 18 December 1900 and operated over 18.2 miles (29km) between Upper Ferntree Gully 
and Gembrook until 1953. In 1953, a landslide blocked the track and, because of operating 
losses, the line was closed the following year. 

Public interest resulted in the formation of the Puffing Billy Preservation Society, whose 
volunteers, with the blessings of the Victorian State Government and the assistance of an 
Army Reserve engineer unit, by-passed the landslide and reopened the line to Menzies 
Creek in 1962, Emerald in 1965, Lakeside in 1975 and finally to Gembrook in October 1998.” 

Puffing Billy operates six steam locomotives and two diesel locomotives, plus certain other 
locomotives which are used for some special events.  
 
 

The NA 
locomotives were 
constructed 
between 1899 and 
1917.  
  
6A is the oldest 
operational 
locomotive, having 
been built in 1901.   
 
Of the 17 originally 
in the class, 6 
remain in service – 
not bad for locos 
over 100 years old. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Photo from the PBPS website) 
 

The PBPS depends on and benefits from the services of hundreds of volunteers who 
undertake a huge range of tasks and duties from driving locos to cleaning, ticket collection, 
refreshment café staff, guards, publicity, mechanics, etc.  The now intensive year-round 
operations requires a number of full time paid employees to keep things going behind the 
scenes. 

http://puffingbilly.com.au/en/puffing-billy-preservation-society/


 
G42 worked on Victorian 
Railways until 1962 when it 
was no longer required and 
was offered to The Puffing Billy 
Society Preservation Society.   
 
G42 was restored and put back 
into service in 2004.   
 
(Photo from the PBPS website) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Traffic and train loadings on Victoria's narrow gauge railways reached their peak during the 
1920s.  To assist in handling the longer, heavier trains, the Victorian Railways ordered two 
larger, more powerful Beyer Garratt locomotives.  These were delivered in 1926 and were 
numbered G41 and G42.    
 

Technical details of these locomotives and others operated by the PBPS can be found on 
their website – www.puffingbilly.com.au  
 
The Society has 26 excursion cars, First Class saloons, open trucks with seats and 
canopies, brake vans and a range of commercial wagons.  Not all of the latter are trafficable. 
 
If you have not experienced the Puffing Billy, make a point of it next time you are in 
Melbourne.  At least one of our members actively models the Puffing Billy. 
 

 
 
CROWS ON A FENCE??? 

 

Members 

taking their 

ease after a 

hard 

mornings 

work – still 

reminds me 

of 

something... 

 

 

 

 

http://www.puffingbilly.com.au/


 

CMRCI OFFICE BEARERS 
 

President: Peter McEvoy 
 

Secretary:  John Webster 
 

Treasurer: Errol Brown 
 

Committee Members: Danny Henskens, Andrew Lund, Kim Navin, Chris Neil, Terry Smith, 
George Watts, Graeme Wilson,   

        
Life Members: Lloyd Sawyer,  

Ward Gainey, Charles Schuster, John Wishart 

 

May 2016 

3 May (Tues) Daylighters’ meeting.  Baldwin Park available for 
running.  Continuing work on Club layouts. 

4 May (Weds) Club meeting – Topic:  Layouts of Birmingham       

10 May (Tues) Daylighters’ meeting.  Baldwin Park available for 
running.  Continuing work on Club layouts. 

15 May (Sun) Excursion to The Trainworks Museum, Thirlmere - TBA 

17 May (Tues) Daylighters’ meeting.  Baldwin Park available for 
running.  Continuing work on Club layouts. 

18 May (Weds) Club Meeting   Layouts available for running. 

24 May (Tues) Daylighters’ meeting.  Baldwin Park available for 
running.  Continuing work on Club layouts 

31 May (Tues) Daylighters’ meeting.  Baldwin Park available for 
running.  Continuing work on Club layouts. 

 
June 2016 

1 June (Tues) Daylighters’ meeting.  Baldwin Park available for 
running.  Continuing work on Club layouts. 

2 June (Weds) Topic TBA 

8 June (Tues) Daylighters’ meeting.  Baldwin Park available for 
running.  Continuing work on Club layouts. 

15 June (Tues) Daylighters’ meeting.  Baldwin Park available for 
running.  Continuing work on Club layouts. 

16 June (Weds) Club meeting – layouts available for running 

22 June (Tues) Daylighters’ meeting.  Baldwin Park available for 
running.  Continuing work on Club layouts. 

29 June (Tues) Daylighters’ meeting.  Baldwin Park available for 
running.  Continuing work on Club layouts. 



 


