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April 23rd Meeting 

“Trains of Thought” with Noel Whatley 

Noel Whatley will present various short modeling related topics 
including ballasting track, modeling brick and mortar, holdout 
for DC versus DCC and the NMRA’s Achievement Program.  
Come and hear Noel’s point of view and ideas, and be prepared 
to join in any discussions that Noel’s comments may start. 

You may know Noel as a long time model railroader, but in the 
last few years he has been working closely with his grandson 
Nicholas Lewis building a layout and modeling a variety of kits 
and other activities to support the layout.  We have seen some 
of their work in recent months at Show and Tell. 
 

The April 23rd meeting will begin at 6:30 pm, our regular meeting time since moving to the Hoover 

Library at I-459 and US-31, 200 Municipal Drive, Hoover, 35244. Come visit with us in Meeting 

Room A&B on the lower level of the library.  Visitors are most welcome; the lower level which has 
elevator and wheelchair access.  Meeting time is devoted to our program with a brief time for business. 

Next Steel City Division Meeting 

Thursday, April 23rd, 2015 at 6:30pm 

Hoover Library, Meeting Room A&B 

  https://www.facebook.com/birminghammodelrailroading  Vol 5, Issue 4 April,  2015

http://www.ser-nmra.org/division/steel-city 
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Superintendent’s Office 

 John Stewart, Division Superintendent 

This one is worth repeating again! 

Have you registered for the 2015 Regional 

Convention yet?  It is less than 2 months or 8 weeks 

away.  The Convention Committee has a good 

Regional Convention shaping up in Greenville, SC 

June 5th and 6th, 2015.  Primary location will be 

the Greenville Marriott; visit the Convention Website (http://www.palmetto-excursion.org/) for 

more details.  

Highlights for the Convention include: 

35 Clinics—Three Steel City presenters 26 Home / Club Layouts 

2 Prototype and Industry Tours Numerous Non-Rail and Self-Guided Activities 

Contests (including our Heavy Load theme 

contest) 
Operations Sessions 

President's reception w/cash bar Banquet w/guest speaker 

 

What would YOU like to see in the 2017 Convention in Birmingham? Write the Editor! 

Conventions are just one of the benefits of NMRA Membership, whether at the Regional or National 

level.  Remember we have the National Convention coming up in August, 2015 in Portland, OR. 

 

The Mid South Chapter of the Railway & Locomotive Historical Society is meeting April 25
th

, 2015 

at 2 p.m. for their quarterly membership meeting.  The program will be “The Art of the Locomotive” by 

local author and photographer Ken Boyd.  The meeting is at the Historic Leeds Depot in Leeds, AL.  See 

the full details in the NOTICES at the end of this newsletter.  Guests are very much Welcome! 

 

The Steel City Division is proud to announce three new members who joined at the Helena Train Show 
on March 14th through the $10 Rail Pass 6 month Trail Membership.  Welcome Aboard to: 

• David Beasley  Childersburg, AL 

• Peter Brushaber   Trussville, AL 

• Ryan Thompson   Leeds, AL 

We are glad to have these new members and hope that you will reach out to make them welcome and 
learn about their interests.  Making new friends in the hobby of model railroading is one of the greatest 
benefits of membership in the NMRA. Friends in the hobby provide new ideas, help and support for you! 
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From the Super Assistant  

Mark Stone, Assistant Division Superintendent 

Ed Note: Our Super Assistant is doing good work as our Program Coordinator for our monthly Division 
meetings at the Hoover Public Library.  Mark is always looking for good programs!  Mark reports the 
following upcoming meetings that he has confirmed: 

 
April 23rd:  Noel Whatley  "Trains of Thought"  Various Short Modeling Related Topics and 
discussion to include but not limited to ballasting track, modeling brick and mortar, holdout for DC versus 
DCC and the NMRA’s Achievement Program. 
 

May 21
st:  Mike Burns “Passenger Car Construction & Modeling”:  you may recall that Mike had a fine 

looking L&N passenger car model that he shared at a recent Division Meeting “Show and Tell” session. 

Two other topics were heard under discussion at the Train Show as upcoming Division presentations.   

One was “Modeling Flatcar Loads” by Chuck Lampman.  I have seen his work and it is very good!  
Another was an evening of “Sharing Old Modeling Magazines” and articles led by Charlton McArthur. 

And we don’t want to forget a rescheduling of Elliot Eggleston’s “Railfanning on Memory Lane”.  
There was a breakdown in communication for the February meeting and Elliot was out of town and 
therefore not able to present his slide show of 1970’s Railfanning in Birmingham with the local gang.  
That should be a good one! 

Please see Mark at the meeting or contact me (205-837-
8029) or MEStone62@outlook.com if you would be so 
kind as to present! 

What’s on Your Workbench? 

A Reader writes: New Mine Opens on Red Mountain 

The investors of Sloss-
Sheffield Steel & Iron 
have announced a new 
red ore mine is being 
opened on Red 
Mountain.  Track work 
is shown in the recently 
submitted photographs. 

The mountain surface is 
made using traditional 
cardboard lattice 
covered in masking tape rather than plaster cloth or paper 
and plaster.  The masking tape is then covered with a 
couple of coats of latex paint.  This provides a base for 
future scenery materials including a thin layer of plaster 
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and ground cover.  This method was found on Joe Fugate’s video series on the Model RR Hobbyist.  The 
material is easy to “excavate” when changes need to be made, and can be cut with a knife and regular 
scissors.  Pieces of the tape and paint “shell” can be reused to patch changes, re-taped and repainted. 

William Latture offers a brief Product Review on ExactRail Southern Big John Hopper Cars 

A Brief history of the cars is that in the sixties, grain was still being hauled in boxcars. When the “Big 
John” cars showed up many grain shippers were not too happy to see these cars. The Southern Railway 
was glad to see them, and in fact, 
ordered several of them from the 
Magor Car Company. Also, as most 
folks know, the cars were involved in a 
HUGE lawsuit that went all the way to 
The Supreme Court. The cars have 
lasted well into the Norfolk Southern 
Era, and can still be seen on the rails 
today.   

ExactRail deserves a big “ATTA Boy” for bringing out a rather excellent replica of a famous/infamous 
freight car. The level of detail is AWESOME. The only drawback is the price. At almost $50 per car, 
buying enough to build a ten car train would get rather expensive.  So if any of you want to add one or 
more of these cars, I would get them before they are gone because they are selling rather quickly. 

 

 

What’s On Your Workbench? 

Send us information on what you are working on right now, and we’ll share it with our readers.  All we 
need is your notes and some good pictures of what you have as work in progress or recently completed.  
Or maybe you would like to review a new product or model that you have recently purchased. 

If you don’t feel that you can produce a finished article, NO PROBLEM, just send your notes and a 
couple of decent pictures and your faithful Editor will take care of the rest.  Send your modeling efforts 
comments and a few pictures to the Editor:  jstew@bhamrails.info  
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Found on the Internet! 

You never know what someone is going to find on the internet!  One of our readers forwarded this 

thought provoking item. Sort of makes you think about multiple topics.  Hmmmm… 

What do you think about the cost of the model railroading hobby today?  It seems that costs have gone up 

dramatically over the years, but then so has the cost of everything else. 

Do you think that discretionary income is much different today than it was years ago – whatever your 

frame of reference may be regarding time and/or income? 

There are a couple of letters to the editor in the current issue of “NMRA Magazine” relating points of 

view on the cost of the hobby.  However, while acknowledging the increase in cost, one writer compares 

the cost of a candy bar back-in-the-day (5¢) with the cost of a “Blue Box” Athearn kit, let’s say $2.00.  

That is a ratio of 40:1.  Today a candy bar costs about $1.00 and there are kits to be found for less than 

$20.  So maybe things are not as bad as they seem – something your Editor tends to believe is often true! 

Do you think we have forgotten how to be “thrifty” in the hobby, depending too much on finished items 

or “store bought” equipment?  Have we forgotten how to model? What are some examples of cost 

savings that you have found or seen? 
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Local Layouts 

Chuck Lampman’s Buck’s County Pennsylvania RR (Open House) 

Chuck Lampman has graciously invited the Division and friends to an open house on April 25, 2015 
between 10 am and 4 pm.  Come get a fresh look at Chuck’s expanded and detailed Pennsy layout. 

Chuck lives in the Virginia Mines area 
of west Hueytown, at 2101 Edenwood 
Drive, Hueytown 35023. 

The Bucks County Pennsylvania RR 
has changed a great deal since we had 
our last visit there in August, 2012.  At 
that time Chuck had added to the 
layout, and nearly doubled its size.  But 
the new areas had little scenery. 

Chuck has been a busy fellow and this 
has certainly changed.  The layout is 
now a large U-Shape of some 18’ x 16’ 
x 12’ and scenery is over 90% 
complete.  The overall layout represents 
the Pennsylvania countryside where 
Chuck grew up in the late 1940’s & 
‘50s which many would say was the high-water mark of US railroading. 

The layout includes a wide variety of scenery and structures.  Chuck loves to scratchbuild and his skills 
continue to improve.  There are towns and villages, mountains and valleys, farms, mines and mills.  The 
layout includes a large yard as well as an industrial area with switching opportunities. 

Control of the layout uses 
Digitrax DCC and you might spot 
some “old school” Atlas turnout 
control switches.  Chuck has been 
working on an operating system 
that will use Car Cards and 
Waybills. 

Chuck has done a good job with 
the railroad and is working on his 
Achievement Program 
Certificates with several done and 
some underway.  So, if you think 
you have seen Chuck’s layout, 
think again.  Or better yet, visit 
again! 
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Chuck’s Open House is on April 25th, 2015, from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m.  Drop in and look around, and be sure to bring your 
camera.  You will a whole lot of scenes to shoot and detail 
to capture as these sample images show.  Good Work 
Chuck!  And Thanks for Opening your Home to us! 

 

Articles Featuring Steel City’s Model Railroads 

Local Layouts is a column which will feature reports on layouts located in the Steel City Division area.  
We have had layout tours in the past, but didn’t always have great attendance.  If you would like to host a 

layout tour, send an invitation to the Editor jstew@bhamrails.info .   

If you would like to share info on your layout, an update, or a recent layout project, please send a 
summary write-up or notes and some good pictures.  The Editor will be glad to assist with final copy if 
you feel that you are not a writer.   

Please do not hesitate to send us info on your layout because you think it isn’t “good enough”.  If it is it 
is good enough for you it is fine for the rest of us.  You get to select what to feature with your pictures and 
your write-up or notes. Remember: Ac-centuate the positive and e-liminate the negative like the song...   

A layout you could model -- Birmingham's Woodward Iron Co. RR.   Company execs and the business car, c. 1930.  

From University of Alabama online archive: Woodward Family Papers. Permanent URL: http://purl.lib.ua.edu/39593 
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A Model Railroad Chronicle 
With this column we continue an installment series following the construction of a new layout in the Steel 

City Division by one of our members, John Pate.  Construction has started! 

John Pate’s L&N Birmingham Division/S&NA Subdivision-1970’s 

Part 4 The last three month’s chronicle installments introduced the proposed model railroad that 

Division member and Secretary John Pate has started.  The layout is to represent the Birmingham area in 

the 1970’s and focus on Boyles Yard and Birmingham industry for an operations oriented layout based on 

the L&N prototype.  We have talked at length about the design concept as well as the operations concept.  

The railroad is “designed for operations”. 

As noted, the concept of the layout provides for traffic coming to and from Birmingham on the L&N 

Main between Montgomery and Decatur and on to Nashville.  It will include through trains and local jobs 

& switchers working to and from L&N’s Boyles Yard next to Tarrant, AL.  John settled on a two level 

layout concept with staging on a lower level and Boyles Yard on the upper level.  Industrial Districts will 

be located on both levels to reflect the Districts in the prototype schematics used in layout planning.  

Summarizing the proposed railroad operations includes: 

• Through freights that come from out of town, going through Boyles Yard with set outs and pickup 

cuts of cars     

• Turn freights that go to a specific locale but do not do switching 

• Local switch jobs that originate in Boyles Yard, and then take cars to local industries  

• A number of local industrial districts to switch.   

The floor plan and layout are included below to keep you current on the proposed layout. 
This month’s installment will focus on initial construction.  The design team has focused on various 

traditional methods of construction including “shelf on the wall” and “L-girder”.  The more challenging 

parts of the layout will be the peninsula areas since they are two levels.  In addition, recall that there are 

two helixes included in the track plan. 

The construction of the layout will include 4 basic components or type of benchwork: 

• Shelf-on-the-wall 

• L-Girder 

• Helix 

• Peninsulas 
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Railroad Living Space 

Garage & Work 

Bath 

Closet/Stairs Up 

Figure 1: Floor plan and track plan for the new L&N layout underway by Division member and Secretary John Pate.  

We plan to include these views each month so readers can maintain a frame of reference for the layout. 
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Construction is coming along well!  One key element had to 
be addressed before benchwork progress could be made – air 
conditioning!  John added an HVAC unit to be sure that the 
railroad room would have adequate heating and cooling.  This 
unit is pretty neat and fits into the 2 foot grid of the drop 
ceiling with additional components outside. 
 
As you see in the room layout and track plan there is a 
significant part of the layout that runs along the wall on shelf 
elements.  The design team decided early on to try to minimize 
the use of legs for the layout.  This is for two reasons: first, the 
layout is operations oriented and second it is on two levels. 
Legs would get in the way of the lower level operators who 
are likely to be seated.  Legs for the upper level would have a 
significant impact on the scenery for the lower level. 
 
The plan is to utilize pressed-steel brackets for most of the shelf areas.  These brackets will be attached to 
the studs.  Special framing elements will be used in the deeper shelf areas and corners. 

Another key feature is the use of Masonite backdrop “sky” with curved or “coved” corners.  This will be 
used on both the upper and lower levels, so steps had to be taken to allow for the Masonite to be added 
while still allowing for support of the benchwork for both levels.  One inch “furring” strips are used for 
backdrop splice points and intermediate support points. 
 
Things are now moving along at a steady pace and progress is finally apparent. Approximately half of the 
lower level benchwork framing is complete. Decking and Homasote still to be installed as most of the 
layout will utilize either flat bench surface or “cookie cutter” style surface 
.   

Figure 3:  Shelf benchwork installation showing 12 inch shelf brackets and 1 x 4 furring strips for backdrop joints. 

Figure 2: HVAC unit in ceiling grid. 
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Upper level brackets are currently being installed. Shelf brackets are “doubled up” in the corners for 
added strength.  There will be some creative framing solutions coming up in the corner areas as well. 
 
Backdrop seams have been located and are identified by vertical 1 x 4’s attached to the wall. The vertical 
1 x 2’s will serve as spacers/anchor points for the boxes and the backdrop. This has been done to 
minimize damage to the actual room sheetrock.  
 
One major obstacle in the construction of the layout is the electrical panel access which must remain 
easily accessible for maintenance purposes. While the lower deck benchwork clears without issue, it is an 
obstacle for the upper deck bench work and backdrop on both levels.  Approximately 38 inches of the 
upper deck benchwork will be assembled as a pull-out section.  The same affected area of the backdrops 
will be attached to the backdrop framing with heavy duty Velcro. The assumption is, the owner will not 
be on premises if an electrical issue arises (Murphy's-Law-kind-of-thing…) It needs to be easy to access 
and able to be explained over the phone! 
 
One idea for this area has been to install the upper level benchwork with high quality drawer slide 
hardware.  This should be able to accommodate movement to clear the panel door swing and also help 
maintain alignment of trackwork.  This area of the upper level will be part of the arrival departure section 
at the north end of Boyle’s Yard in Birmingham. 
 
As the lower level benchwork progresses, and steps are being taken to enable the upper level to be added 
the railroad is beginning to look like the owner’s plans and dreams.  Next month we hope to be ready to 
start one of the helixes that are located at opposite corners of the layout.  The upper right “north” helix 
will have some pretty tricky framing to enable it to support an upper level peninsula without legs 
protruding into the lower level scenery.  Stay tuned for next month’s installment of the Model Railroad 
Chronicle! 

Figure 4: Upper level brackets were found that had a shallow "web" depth to enable the backdrop between levels to be 

flush with the furring strips.  These brackets were hard to find locally at reasonable cost, but Google solved that problem. 
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Figure 6:  Corner framing for the Boyle's Yard area is simply three boxes connected together.  Runners on top of the shelf 

brackets are like the flanges of L-girders to connect each box joist to the support system.  A diagonal L-girder will help 

transfer corner loads back to the brackets and the wall. 

Figure 6: Lower level benchwork clears the electrical panel but upper level benchwork will not.  The upper level benchwork 

will be located not quite midway across the taller of the two electrical boxes. 
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News from the NMRA 

National News  

Portland Express, the 2015 NMRA National Convention, provides updates through its mailing list.    Visit 
the Portland Express website to sign up.  http://www.nmra2015portland.org/  Updates are also available 
through its Facebook page and Twitter account. 

Register for the NEW NMRA Website 

Have you registered on the new NMRA Web Site yet?  

The completely rewritten NMRA web site (www.nmra.org) has "members only" items that are only 
available if you have logged into the site with your new member account.  

While there is much to see on the site for non-members, NMRA members who are logged in have access 
to NMRA Data Sheets, past editions of the NMRA eBulletin and the NMRA Bulletin, the President's 

Car column and many other items that may be of interest to you.  

There is also a page that shows you information that is currently held in your NMRA Membership record, 
with a button to send an email to the staff with any corrections you wish to make. However, you cannot 
make any changes on the web site; the information is "view only." 

If you have not yet registered for your NEW account, some things to keep in mind: 

1) No other NMRA logins or passwords will work on the new site - meaning, your Company Store 
account information, the account you may have created several years ago on the old NMRA web site, or 
any other NMRA login you may have will not be recognized on the new site. You must create a new 
account.  

2) In order to create your new account, the email address you wish to use for the account must match 
the one in your membership record in the NRMA database. If this is not so, please contact the NMRA 
office and update your email address. 

 3) The registration process will send an email to the address we have in your membership record that 
provides a one-time login. You need to make sure that your email system does not send the password 
email to your junk folder or trash!  

Once you have logged into the site with your new account, please change your password to one you can 
remember - you can always change it later.  

Ben Sevier, NMRA IT Manager 

Southeastern Region (SER) News 

SER Fundraiser 

The SER's next fundraiser will be a CD of some of the best clinics presented by SER members.  Clinics 
on any topic are welcomed, preferably with pictures.  Electronic format is preferred but hard copy can be 
scanned.  If you are interested in contributing, contact Bob Beaty, MMR at rabeaty@bellsouth.net.   

SER 2015 Convention 

Registration is open for Palmetto Excursion, the 2015 SER Convention, hosted by the Palmetto 
Division.  Make plans to attend the 2015 Regional Convention in Greenville, SC.  The convention is set 
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at the Greenville Marriott - One Parkway East, Greenville SC  29615 - 864-297-030.  Check out the 
information on the Palmetto Excursion at http://www.palmetto-excursion.org/  Greenville SC is about a 4 
½ hour drive from Birmingham and the convention committee have a lot to offer. 

SER 2016 Convention 

The 2016 Regional Convention is planned to be held in Huntsville, AL.  Be looking for more information 
in coming months.  It will be great to have two Regional Conventions close to home, so plan to attend. 

Each year the NMRA sponsors many conventions around the country.  Typically, there is a Regional 
Convention for most areas as well as one National Convention.  The Regionals are typically held in June 
in our Southeastern Region.  The Nationals are typically held in July.  Both the Regionals and National 
rotate to various cities each year.  These conventions are a great way to have fun and to learn more about 
our hobby.  The 2015 National Convention is scheduled in Portland, OR   
http://www.nmra2015portland.org/ 

SER 2017 Convention 

The 2017 Regional Convention has been approved for Birmingham’s Steel City Division.  Stay tuned for 
more information on this upcoming convention and Train Show. 

Around the Southeastern Region (SER) -- Division News 

Steel City Division 

The folks hereabouts have some good things in store in the month of April.  The Birmingham District 

Model RR has its operating session on Saturday, April 11, and it may be done by the time you read 
this.  But if you are interested in operations or have never tried it and want to learn more see details below 
in the Club News section. 

The Georgia Association of Narrow Gaugers (GANG) will hold their meet at Rick Perry’s in 

Hurtsboro, GA as noted in last month’s Coupler on April 11.  Again, it may be too late when you read 
this, but if you were paying attention last month you will be able to attend. 

The Coosa Valley Model RR Association will host there Spring Train show on Saturday April 18
th at 

the Gadsden Convention Center.  It is usually a great show and includes a visit to the great Coosa Valley 
display layout in downtown Gadsden. 

The Mid South Chapter of the Railway and Locomotive Historical Society has their quarterly 

membership meeting and program April 25
th at the Historic Leeds Depot at 2 pm.  The program will 

feature author photographer Ken Boyd’s “The Art of the Locomotive”.  Details are at the end of this 
Newsletter. 

Our own Chuck Lampman is holding an Open House for his Buck’s County Pennsylvania RR 

layout April 25th, 2015.  We haven’t been there as a group since August 2012 and Chuck has expanded 
and completed much of the layout.  See the Local Layout section of the newsletter above for details. 

Cumberland Division 

 
The Cumberland Division has its monthly meeting notices posted:  http://www.tcry.org/news.htm 
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For information on the other Division in the Southeastern Region of the NMRA you can visit the SER 
website at http://www.ser-nmra.org/   Once on the SER website, you can find info on other Divisions 
under the Divisions menu item. 

 

Steel City Virtual Swap Meet 
Got something you’re looking for or trying to sell? Drop me a line at jstew@bhamrails.info  and we’ll 
include it free of charge for as long as you need. Make sure to include a good description with prices (if 
selling), your name, and contact info.  A good photo or two will help your item sell! 

For Sale or other arrangements… 

 
• Rock Castings, rock castings and MORE rock castings; did I say ROCK CASTINGS? 

Looking for “just the right rock” to “rock your miniature world”?  Talk to Bob: “rock” bottom deals. 
These precast plaster rocks were made by local modelers, Jim Thorington, Jim Gibson and me. They can 
be yours. Castings include various sizes, some with a first stain, many to choose from and not a lot of 

duplicates. Pick and make offer.  
 
Contact Rockin’ Bob Beaty, MMR at 205-987-2385 or rabeaty@bellsouth.net  
 

For Sale:  
 

• Set of 6 - HO scale 1960's 70-ton wood chip hoppers, N&W road name, with loads, $50 

• Athearn RTR HO loco, GE Dash9-44CW, CSX #9009, w/Digitrax decoder and operating ditch lights, $75. 

Contact Craig Gardner at979-2666 or jcgard@bellsouth.net 
 

For Sale:  
 

• Shinohara #4 wye switch, $10; NC Bridge Co. 56' wooden truss bridge kit, $10;  

• Colorado Tree Co.60' low trestle kit, $11. 

Contact Joe Gamble at 969-2478 or jggjwg@att.net 

Figure 7: Excellent rock castings some without stain and some with first coat stain. 
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Club Directory & News  

News from Steel City Area Model RR Clubs 

Birmingham model railroaders have a great history of club activities.  Since the NMRA’s Steel City 
Division is not a model railroad club, per se, the Division benefits from the work of each of the 
Birmingham area model railroad clubs.  In fact, many Steel City Division members are members of the 
local clubs and vice versa.  The Coupler provides space for the clubs to tell prospective members about 
themselves and to provide our readers with news of club activities.  If you are interested in a model 
railroad club in our area, learn about the local groups below, and make contact.  You’ll be glad you did. 

The Wrecking Crew MRRC (Philip Griffith Correspondent)  

After conclusion of a very successful Magic of Model Trains show at McWane 
Science Center, the Wrecking Crew is busy getting our feet back down in our club 
room.  We have some upcoming projects on the LG&W and work will resume on 
our new 0n30 logging layout.  More details upcoming and go to our website for 
more information and updates!  

The Wrecking Crew (http://wreckingcrewbham.com/) is a model railroad club 
formed by 27 local modelers to enjoy and promote the hobby of model railroading. 
It is a diverse group with varied backgrounds, including an architect, retired 
military, commercial photographer, communications professionals, engineers and even a professional 
chef. 

The Wrecking Crew is a 100% NMRA model railroad club.  This means NMRA membership is a 
requirement to join the club.  Being a 100% club has distinct advantages as the National organization 
provides certain benefits to 100% clubs. 

The Wrecking Crew meets in the basement of McWane Center downtown – see website for information.  
One of their major activities each year is to host the McWane Science Center’s Magic of Model Trains. 

The Smokey City Rails MRRC  

(Richard Horton Correspondent) 

The Smokey City Rails MRRC 
(http://www.smokeycityrails.com/)  

 [Facebook: Smokey City Rails Model Railroad Club] is a 
dedicated group of model railroaders from the greater 
Birmingham metropolitan area whose members have joined 
together to enjoy what we think is the greatest hobby in the world – model railroading.   
 
We have members of many ages and experience and try to not only encourage model railroading 
throughout the Southeast, but to personally encourage each other as we grow in our knowledge of the 
multitude of crafts involved in model railroading.   
 
Twice a year we sponsor model railroad trade shows at local venues in the Birmingham, AL area.  
Additionally, we display our portable 16’x38’ layout at various festivals and shows throughout the 
Southeast.   
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Club Directory & News  

Smoky City Rails meets weekly at the home of a member – see website for information. 

 

The Birmingham N Scale Modular Club  

(Don Dahm Correspondent) 

M e m b e r s h i p  D r i v e !   

Now until January, 2016 all potential members and visitors 
interested in joining:      N O  D U E S !  

For more information call or email:  Don: 205-915-4811    ddon2353@yahoo.com 

The Birmingham N Scale Modular Club (BNSMC)         http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bnsmc/ 

is a diverse group of people working together to bring N-Scale to the public and to raise awareness of N-
Scale as a viable hobby. We are currently basing our modular designs on the BendTrack standard and the 
T-Trak standard. Anyone interested in joining the group should watch for notice of the monthly T-Trak 
meeting to attend and gain more information. 

 

Black Warrior Model Railroad Association (Correspondent needed) 

The former GM&O railway station was acquired by the City of Northport in 1995. Under the auspices of 
the Northport Historic Preservation Commission and the Black Warrior Model Railroad Association in 
1999 the structure opened as a model railroad museum.  Admission is free Saturdays from 10:00 - 1:00.   
 
For more information, visit the station's Facebook Page (https://www.facebook.com/NorthportDepot ) 
 

Coosa Valley Model Railroad 

Association (Correspondent needed)  

The CVMRRA operates two model railroad 
layouts.  The HO scale layout is one of the largest in  

The United States and is on permanent display on the 
second floor of the Mary G. Hardin Cultural Arts 
Center in Gadsden, Alabama.  The N scale layout is 
portable and is displayed at various train shows and 
exhibitions throughout the year.  Coosa Valley 
sponsors great train shows (April 18th coming up!) 

The Coosa Valley MRA is located in the NMRA’s 
Mid-South Division just outside the Steel City  

 

 

Figure 8: CVMRRA layout at Gadsden.  Layout features industry 

and scenes from the Gadsden area including this steel mill. 
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Division’s boundary.  The organization’s great layout and good work in the hobby as well as the 
proximity of Gadsden to Birmingham are a great reason to include them in the Coupler’s Club News 
section. (http://coosavalleymodelrailroad.com/) 

 

Magic City Railroad Club  

(Charlton McArthur, Correspondent)  

The Magic City Railroad Club is a model railroading club 
founded in 1989 by Alvin Kesler. He and fellow modelers 
began building a portable O-scale train layout divided into 2-
foot by 4-foot modular sections, which they assembled at 
various model train shows in the Southeast.  The club has had 
permanent layouts at West Lake Mall in Bessemer and at the 
Vestavia Hills City Center in the last 20 plus years.  Currently 
the club is understood to be seeking a new permanent home.   

The club currently helps to sponsor a Train Show with the 
Smokey City Rails Club a couple of times each year.  The Magic City Railroad Club supports the 
National Model Railroad Association. 

Steel City Shifters Operations Group 

The Steel City Shifters Operating Group is not a formal club, but a group that 
meets on a monthly basis to operate trains on the Birmingham District Model 

RR.  The BDMRR is a steam era layout that represents the heavy industry of the 
Birmingham District between about 1925 and 1955.  The layout is steel mill 
themed and includes red ore mines, coal mines, quarry, coke plant and, of course, 
the steel works.  Way freights handle interchange between the L&N and 9 other 
railroads and passenger trains are run through Birmingham’s L&N Station. 
Operation is performed using JMRI train manifests and switch lists; we use a Dispatcher and walkie-
talkies for communication. Contact Editor Stewart for more information and visit www.bhamrails.info for 
info on the layout – click on the model railroad logo on the webpage.  Visitors are welcome. 

Heart of Dixie RR Museum (Correspondent needed) 

The Heart of Dixie Railroad Museum is the official railroad museum of the state of 
Alabama! We're located just south of Birmingham in Calera, Alabama. Our 
museum features operating standard gauge and narrow gauge trains, two restored 
depots, an indoor collection of railroad artifacts and memorabilia, and an outdoor 
collection of railroad cars, locomotives, and cabooses. 

The museum is dedicated to the preservation, restoration, and operation of 
historically significant railway equipment. Our exhibits, operating railroads, and  

 

Figure 9: Magic City layout at the West Lake Mall with 

Tex Hawley some years ago. 
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educational programs function as both a unique means of tourism and recreation, and also a way to 
preserve the rich history of Alabama and our nation. 

We hope you'll visit us to ride a train, look at our museum collection, and learn more about Alabama's 
railroad history. Please contact us if you have any questions. We'll see you at the depot! 

 

Central of Alabama RR (Joe Mashburn Correspondent) 

The Central of Alabama is located in the SER’s Dixie Division in Prattville, AL.  In the late 1960's a 
group started the Central Alabama Model RR Club in Prattville, Al. Wilbur Miller had a model shop in 
his basement and a separate club building was constructed by club members in his back yard in 1969; 
trains were running in the early 70's.   
 
Chairman Joe ”Chuck ”Mashburn and the Board of Directors of the Central of Alabama made a 

MONUMENTAL DECISION in February, 2015.  It was decided to dismantle this fine old layout and start 

over.  Reasons for the change are the need for improved aisle access and aisle space as well as a desire 

to have a more operations oriented layout. 

Joe reports on the concept of proposed layout concept, “As you walk in the right handed door there will 
be a 2' wide section running down the right hand wall then a 2' section down the back wall with three 6.5 ' 
islands with 3.5’ to 4' wide aisles between the islands.  We are not set on track plan yet, but will have 
staging under the center island or under the 20 x 2 section down the right hand wall. There will be 2 yards 
with industrial switching at both ends and towns in between.” 
 
Please contact Phil Hutchinson H 334-272-1923 C 334-324-1614 or Joe Mashburn H 334-491-8177 C 
251-363-8508 if you would like more information or want to lend a hand. 
 
The Editor is currently working to set up correspondents for each of these clubs to provide current 

information on the club and its activities.  We look forward to supporting these clubs and their members 

by sharing their news as they support the model railroad hobby in the Steel City Division’s outreach area. 

Figure 10:  The Central of Alabama model railroad being dismantled.  Sometimes “tearing down” doesn't look too 
different from “building up”.  Kudos to the folks in Prattville for having the courage to seek better railroading. 
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About The NMRA and the Southeastern Division 
The National Model Railroad Association (NMRA) was founded in 1935 to provide standards, 
education and fellowship for the model railroad community.  Today the organization is international. 

In the United States the NMRA is divided into 15 geographical Regions plus other regions in Canada, 
Great Britain and Australasia.  There are additional NMRA organizations in other foreign countries. 

The Regions are further divided into Divisions based on county boundaries.  When you join the NMRA 
national organization you are automatically a member of the appropriate geographical Region.  We’re 
located in the Southeastern Region (SER), which includes 15 Divisions shown below. 

Our Steel City Division includes 19 counties across central Alabama, from the Georgia state line to the 
Mississippi state line.  We are bordered on the north by the Mid-South Division and on the south by the 
Dixie Division.  Southern Alabama and the western panhandle of Florida are served by the Gulf Division. 

The Steel City Division (SCD) has over 120 members who represent a very diverse group of modelers 
from all walks of life.  SCD publishes this newsletter and holds monthly meetings. 

You can learn more about the NMRA at the national website:  www.nmra.org  

The Southeastern Region (SER) of the NMRA has a website: www.ser-nmra.org. The site includes 
information about the Steel City Division as well as the 15 Divisions in the SER of the NMRA. 

The NMRA has a great “trial” membership called the Rail Pass.  The Rail Pass enables you to join the 
NMRA as a first time member for 6 months for only $10, gaining access to all member features except 
voting including 6 issues of the great NMRA magazine.  The Rail Pass is also available to those who 
have been away from the organization for over two years and would like to revisit membership. 
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Timetable (Send your organization’s event news to the Editor) 

 

Local 
 

Regional  

Coosa Valley Model RR Association Train Show 
 
Saturday, April 18, 2015  
Gadsden Convention Hall (9am to 4pm) 
344 S First St. Gadsden, Alabama 35901 
Admission: $5.00,  under 12 – FREE 
 

SER Regional Convention 
 
June 5-6, 2015 
Marriott Greenville 
Greenville SC 
http://www.palmetto-excursion.org/ 

Railway & Locomotive Historical Society (R&LHS)  
 
Quarterly Meeting & Program 
Saturday, April 25

th, 2015, 2:00 pm 
The Art of the Locomotive by Ken Boyd 

Leeds Historic Depot, 9th Ave & Thornton St (on the 
NS RR Mainline) 
 

L&N Historical Society Annual Meeting 

 
October 1-3, 2015 
Embassy Suites, Hoover 
John Hawkins Parkway, Hoover AL 
http://www.orestod.com/LNHS/Default.aspx 

Chuck Lampman’s Bucks County Pennsy RR 

 
Open House 10 am to 4 pm, Saturday April 25

th, 2015 
2101 Edenwood Dr., Hueytown, AL  35023 

  
 
 

 

Steel City Division Upcoming Meetings: 

Meetings are at the Hoover Public Library, Room A&B, located adjacent to the I-459 & 

US-31 Interchange, 200 Municipal Drive, Hoover, AL 35244   205-444-7800 

 

Meeting time is 6:30 pm       Please be prompt so we can get started and have fun! 

April 23rd, 2015  (Note: this a 4th
 Thursday night) 

Topic: “Trains of Thought” with Noel Whatley 

May 21st, 2015  (Note: this a 3rd Thursday night) 

Topic: “Passenger Car Construction and Modeling” with Mike Burns 

June 25
th

, 2015 (Note: this a 4th
 Thursday night) 

July 16
th

, 2015 (Note: this a 3rd Thursday night) 

Steel City Meetings are held monthly except December or as otherwise noted. 

If you want to give a clinic or have an idea, please contact Mark Stone 205-837-8029 
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PROGRAM ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

Mid-South Chapter of the Railway & Locomotive Historical Society 

 

TOPIC: The Art of the Locomotive 

SPEAKER: Ken Boyd 

DATE:  April 25, 2015 

TIME:  2:00 p.m.  (Visitors MOST welcome!) 

LOCATION: Historic Leeds Depot 
  8335 Thornton Avenue 
  Leeds, AL 35094 
 

Ken Boyd will be the speaker at the April 25 meeting of the 

Mid-South Chapter of the Railway & Locomotive 

Historical Society to show some of his locomotive 

photography, talk about how he made some of the images, 

and discuss the work involved in getting his book 

published.  He will have books available for purchase and 

signing and prints for sale.  His book “The Art of the 

Locomotive” has sold 10,000 copies since it was released 

last September and has a five-star rating on Amazon. 

 

We recommend that you check out his website at www.kenboydphotography.com. 

 

Ken Boyd – The Art 

of the Locomotive 
 

Ken Boyd holds a B.S. degree in 
chemistry and an MBA and has spent 
his career working in the electric utility 
industry.  He has been an avid 
photographer since the mid-1970s and a 
train and railroading enthusiast all his 
life.  Ken has taught photography 
courses part time at the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham and Samford 
University since 1985 on subjects such 
as darkroom techniques, creative digital 
compositions and photographic 
processes of the 1800s.  He has traveled extensively over the years to study and photograph locomotives 
and other historic subjects including watermills and antique vehicles.  He has achieved Master of 
Photography status through the Shades Valley Camera Club in Birmingham. 
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Beginning with the new millennia, he embraced and participated fully in the transformation of 
photographic imaging from film and the wet darkroom to digital capture and the computer.  His approach 
to photography has evolved over the last four decades and today is totally unique for presenting subjects 
like the locomotive and other subjects in a very exciting and fresh manner.  He and his wife, DJ, live in 
Birmingham, Alabama. 
 
His work and his techniques have been published in magazines and journals including Camera and 
Darkroom, View Camera, Birmingham, Portico, Shutterbug, Shelby Living, Garden Railways, and 
numerous technical and trade publications and journals, including Power, Power Engineering, and 
Industrial Hygiene, Environmental Management.  His photography has been featured in books entitled, 
The View Camera, Worthy of Remembrance, a History of Redmont, and Golden Jubilee, a book featuring 
the history of several Birmingham area Southern Baptist churches.  He recently published through 
Voyageur Press (Quartos Group) an internationally distributed book entitled The Art of the Locomotive. 
 
For more about his work and publications, please visit him at kenboydphotography.com. 
 

 

 


