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 The First Twenty Years of  the Southeastern Region 

It has often been said that one shouldn’t look back. Being a somewhat sentimental & nostalgic person, I enjoy 
reminiscing, quite possibly to a fault. At any rate, when Norm Pinney asked me to write a history of the South-
eastern Region I could not resist. I have been completely immersed in NMRA & SER affairs for over twenty 
years and I hope you will find some interest in my recollections.  
 
How many of you know that there was a national convention in Atlanta in 1948? For reasons that I can’t re-
call, the fortunes of the Southeastern Region begin to deteriorate thereafter. Vern Yarbrough in 1954 & 1955 
and Mack Craig in 1956 & 1957 tried to hold things together but in 1958 the region went on inactive status. At 
this time, the state of Florida was a part of the Southeastern Region and you can well imagine the problems 
the geographical size of such an area presented along with the small number of model railroaders in the area. 
 
During the year 1959, first Mack Craig, (without any response) and then Vern Yarbrough tried to rekindle the 
fires of the SER. I plead guilty to failing to respond to their pleas. I well remember the letter from Vern, and 
also the fact that I cast it aside. At some time during the early summer of 1959, someone contacted me by 
telephone and ask if I would meet with a group in Atlanta to try to reactivate the SER. This time I took the bait 
and have been hooked ever since. 
 
One Sunday morning in July or August 1959, I caught the 7:20 AM Seaboard ‘local’ out of Birmingham’s Ter-
minal Station heading for Atlanta. I arrived “on the advertised”, at Atlanta’s Terminal Station. Mack Craig met 
me and we journeyed to Howard “Skip” Shafer’s house for the first organizational meeting. My memory re-
cords those being there: Skip Shafer, Mack Craig, Bill Price, Vern Yarbrough, Wilton Cobb, Frank Watson 
and Jim Gibson. We talked model railroad and of how we could get the SER back on track. Another meeting 
was to be held at Skip Shafer’s home in September, when we would get down to specifics. The meeting ad-
journed and Mack whisked me by the terminal for the 4:15 Seaboard local back to Birmingham. I arrived at 
about 8:00 PM –OT. Now that was the way to travel!  
 
We convened again at Skip Shafer’s house in September. Skip was railroaded in as president, Frank Watson 
as secretary, Vern as VP, Bill Price and Wilton Cobb as directors. The name of our regional publication was 
to be THE SOUTHERNER, as suggested by Wilton Cobb. The convention site for Spring 1960 was to be At-
lanta. We were on the way.  

—————— 
Editor’s Note: In late February 1960, down in south Florida, Don Darby & the members of the Everglades 
Model Railroad Club (Miami), along with members of the Lauderdale Shore Line (Ft. Lauderdale), West Palm 
Beach, and St. Petersburg Model Railroad Clubs joined together to petition the NMRA to form a separate 
Florida-only region called the Sunshine Region. Their regional publication would be called the JOURNAL 
BOX with Don Darby as its first Editor.   PV 

—————— 
A one day convention with headquarters at the Maytag Washer office, thanks to Frank Patrick, was enjoyed 
by about twenty-six or twenty-seven of the faithful. At the close of this convention we agreed to meet in the 
Fall of 1960 in Huntsville. Redstone Arsenal Model Railroad Club was the host for our Fall Meet and thirty-
seven model railroaders showed up for a Saturday & Sunday convention complete with a banquet.   
 

SER Remembered 
By Jim Gibson 

With the passing of Jim Gibson, I thought it would be appropriate to reprint an article written by Jim that ap-
peared in the April 30, 1981, Volume XXXII Number 2 issue of The SouthErneR. This is a twenty-year history 
of the SER as seen through Jim’s eyes and memories. It is an eye-opener in many respects as probably most 
of us know little or nothing of the first 20 years of this region’s existence. Many don’t know about the people 
who held offices, put on conventions or ran contests, from the region’s reorganization & rebirth way back in 
1960 to the end of 1980.    The Editor 
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We convened again in Atlanta for the Spring 1961 convention. Some forty-three modelers enjoyed a splendid 
week-end of good fellowship & modeling. To broaden our horizons, yours truly stuck his neck out and issued 
an invitation to Bessemer for the Fall 1961 Convention. Sponsors were to be the Birmingham Model Railroad 
Club and the Skyline Model Railroad Club. Now we were really moving! We had layout visits to the two club 
layouts, a Saturday afternoon’s tour of Pullman Standard’s facility in Bessemer, a Sunday morning breakfast 
and then a trip to Kellerman, Alabama, where we reveled in seeing a real live Shay Locomotive in action on 
the Twin Seams Mining Railroad. Talk about crazy track work! Ask anyone who was there. Eat your heart out 
on this item. Ninety-four modelers attended, paying $5.00 registration fee, with Bessemer Holiday Inn rates of 
$7.00 single, $9.00 double. Jim Gibson was elected president, Skip Shafer moved to VP. Jim Thorington be-
came the first formal editor of The SouthErneR. 
 
We convened again in Atlanta in the Spring of 1962 for a very special occasion, the retracing of the Great Lo-
comotive Chase from Big Shanty to Chattanooga, on its one hundredth anniversary. The General and its 
combine followed two, that’s two, twenty car excursion trains from Atlanta to Chattanooga and return. What a 
memorable day that was! NMRA Prexy Brad Bradley joined the rest of us in a grand tribute to Chairman Bill 
Price for a great convention. 
 
In the Fall of 1962 we met in Augusta, Georgia, with hosts George Van Deventer and the Fort Gordon Model 
Railroad Club. In addition to the regular model railroad activities we toured the Georgia Railroad Shops and 
rode in cabooses around the yards. If you don’t think it is a long way from Mobile to Augusta, try it some time. 
No interstate either. Judges for the convention were Foy Johnston, Ben Bennett, Mack Craig & Cliff Cole. 
 
The 1963 Spring Convention was held in Macon, Georgia, with Wilton Cobb as chairman. Mack Craig died 
on April 11, 1963, just a short time before the convention. At the convention the mechanics were set in motion 
to establish the Mack Craig Trophy. Jim Thorington, Editor, announced that he would retire as Editor on De-
cember 31, 1963.  
 
Vern Yarbrough was chairman of the Nashville Convention in the Spring of 1964. Jim Gibson retired and Jack 
Faulstich became president, Bill Bryan VP, Foy Johnston Secretary-Treasurer, and Fredrick Sanner Editor. 
Appropriately the Mack Craig Trophy was presented in Nashville (Mack’s Home) for the first time and was 
won by Speedy Johnson for a scratch built Virginian 2-10-10-2. What a start! After a fan trip on the L&N and a 
visit to the Ford Glass Plant we voted to have only one convention a year as of this year, 1964. We had a fine 
time in Nashville. Anyone remember the Late Show as viewed from the Holiday Inn Balcony? 

—————— 
Editor’s Note: Down in the Sunshine Region (SSR), their first Region Convention was held in the Fall of 1960 
on October 15 in St. Petersburg, Florida. Unlike the SER, the SSR maintained this ‘two conventions a year, 
Fall & Spring’, schedule through its entire existence until only just recently. Now some in this region are think-
ing of going back to a two-conventions a year schedule with one being sort of a mini-convention.    PV 

—————— 
We convened in Mobile in the Spring of 1965. The Mobile Society of Model Engineers hosted a super con-
vention with a journey across town via gondola (if you haven’t traversed Mobile by gondola you haven’t lived). 
A trip to the battleship Alabama and lots of good modeling as proved by the deliberation (read arguments, 
heated) of the judges. Paul Wilshaw became the new editor. 
 
Birmingham once again became host city in 1966, Jim Gibson, chairman, with plenty of good help from the 
Birmingham Area Model Railroaders. We were honored by having Linn Wescott as our banquet speaker and 
Mr. & Mrs. William Walthers as our honored guests. Sadly, Mr. Walthers died attending another convention 
two weeks later. I still miss you Bill. 
 
Officers for the coming year, elected in Birmingham, were Bill Bryan, President, Foy Johnston, VP, Roy 
Keely, Sec-Treas and Paul Wilshaw, editor. 
 
Atlanta was the convention city in 1967. We had layout tours all over North Georgia, or so it seemed. 
 
We tried something new in conventions in 1968. We had a joint convention with the Sunshine Region in Jack-
sonville, Florida. Approximately 35-40 from the SER attended. 
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—————— 
Editors Note: Ironic in a way as it was in 1968 that I joined the NMRA due to the fact that the Everglades 
Model Railroad Club (now called the Hialeah MRC) was a 100% NMRA club. I did not join the SSR until the 
following year.    PV 

—————— 
The Redstone Model Railroad Club hosted the 1969 Convention in Huntsville. Bill Bryan stepped down and 
Roy Keeley became our new prexy. Dave Carter & Don Winter took over as Editor from Tom Decker of Mo-
bile. Would you believe I sold a Tenshodo Crown C&O 0-8-0 for a mere $75.00. Gads! 
 
Thanks to the genial Vern Yarbrough we convened in Nashville in 1970, and the walls came tumbling down at 
the Andrew Jackson. Does Clarence Johnson still have those movies? What ever happened to ’The Brick’? 
 
Will Miller & Charlie Simms co-chaired the 1971 Convention in Montgomery. New officers for the SER, Paul 
Curlee, president, Ben Bennett, VP, Tom Bailey secy & Ed Gardner, treas. New directors, Joe Nichols, Arvin 
Pierce & Jim Gibson. Jim Townsend took over as editor. 
 
We met for the first time at the Chattanooga Choo-choo in 1972. The Chattanooga Model Railroaders had a 
dream layout under way at the Choo-choo. New officers, Ben Bennett, president, Tom Bailey, VP, John Ben-
nett, secretary & Elliot Eggleston treasurer.  
 
Atlanta hosted not only the SER Convention in 1973, but the NMRA Convention as well. New officers, Tom 
Bailey, president, John Bennett, VP, Elliot Eggleston, secretary & Jim Ketchersid, treasurer. 
 
Jim Gibson was convention chairman in Birmingham in 1974. Tom Bailey was serving a second year as 
president. Layout visits, a film by Lyle Key and a signaling clinic by a Southern Railway signal man were 
some of the events on the agenda. I understand that John Allyn and David Hitt almost missed getting off the 
train from Nashville when it arrived in Birmingham. That Amtrak lounge car must have had some good spirits! 
The region just purchased some printing equipment and Bill Sandman was the new editor. 
 
New president John Bennett took over the reins in Atlanta in 1975. Jim Gibson became Southern Vice-
President. Did Bill Sandman stuff the ballot box? It was good to see Bill Price up and out again.  
 
1976 was a year of much change. Dave Murray became president in Montgomery. We had a good round of 
layout visits including some at Maxwell Air Force Base. I had always wanted to see how the brass lived since 
I was an aviation cadet there in World War II. Bill Sandman resigned as editor and Bill Robinson took over the 
SouthErneR. I had to borrow a necktie from Vern Yarbrough so I would be properly dressed for the banquet. 
 
In an unprecedented move, Dave Murray announced his resignation due to a move outside of the region. Jim 
Ketchersid was confirmed as president by the board consisting of Norm Pinney, Bill Sandman, Dick Hale & 
John Bennett. 
 
We were much saddened by the death of Vern Yarbrough on December 26, 1976.  
 
Convention chairman Jim Simms presented us a memorable convention in Huntsville in 1977. Allen Keller 
won the Mack Craig Trophy for his IC Caboose.  
 
We gathered once again at the Chattanooga Choo-choo in 1978. President Jim Ketchersid, VP John Allyn, 
secretary Fred Lindquist, treasurer Keith Davidson and directors Dick Hale, Will Miller and Ray Brokaw 
sought to keep us in tow. Mike Callahan won the Mack Craig Trophy. 
 
John Allyn welcomed us at Nashville in 1979 and showed us the Grande Ole Oprey, Opreyland AND Model 
Railroading. That Opreyland Hotel was like entering a yard without a towerman on duty. I got lost! Did you? 
Mike Callahan did it again. Took the Mack Craig Trophy home for an unprecedented second time. And how 
about David Hitt opening his model shop at 2:00 AM Sunday Morning. That’s where my money goes! 
 
Jim Blanchard  and the Mobile Society of Model Engineers hosted the model railroad event of the year in 
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June of 1980. This convention marked our twentieth year since reorganization in 1960. Hurricane Fredrick 
had left its mark (ask Roy Keeley), but we were able to have a fun convention in the Port City. We finally got 
rid of Jim Ketchersid; I think he was president as long as I was. Roy Brokaw moved into the presidency. Mike 
Callahan did it again. Are there no dragon slayers out there? 
 
The year 1981 is now 90 days of history, and the time is rapidly approaching for the Birmingham Convention. 
I am not at all ready, but then again I never have been. Ed Warren has things under control and the best con-
vention ever will soon take place.  
 
Now before some of you irate readers take me to task for not remembering some things—possibly being 
vague (you may read that wrong) about other facts, time and memory are fast becoming my nemesis. I have 
not intentionally left out any person or fact that needs to be recorded. If I have stirred you to recall a past 
event in the SER history that you feel should be remembered and recorded, call my hand. Put it in writing, 
send it to Norm Pinney so that we may have a complete history of the Southeastern Region. For example, I 
think it would be good if someone recorded a history of the Mack Craig Trophy, listing recipients and having a 
photograph of the winning models. It would be even better to have a Mack Craig Trophy Banquet at one of 
our conventions with models and builders present. How about it Atlanta?? 
 
The SER has been good for me. I hope placing some of my memories down in writing will enlighten some of 
you to our model railroad heritage. Model railroading is a great hobby. It is the only common denominator for 
many of us.  JG 

—————— 
At the 1981 SER Convention, Jim was presented with the very first Vern Yarbrough Award by Vern’s wife 
Dorothy Yarbrough. 
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GATX 10,000 Gal. Tank Car 
 

Cars cost: $32.00 each,  
or as a set of four for $110.00  

 
Shipped by US Postal Service  

Priority Mail 
$7.00 for one or two cars  

$9.00 for three or four cars 
 

Insurance: $2.25 for one or two cars; $2.75 
for three or four cars. Note: Insurance is 
optional—added to shipping rate, recom-
mended for your protection. 
 

Make check or money order payable to: 

SER/NMRA 
 

Send orders to: 

SER Car Project  
c/o Randall Watson 

730 Morning Creek Lane 
Suwanee, GA  30024 

The Southeastern Region of the NMRA is proud to an-
nounce the availability of a limited number of Red Ca-
boose 10,000 gal. Tank Cars lettered for GATX in HO 
scale. These cars come “Ready to Run” in four dif-
ferent road numbers never before offered by Red 
Caboose - GATX 28220, 28225, 28231, 28238.  

Cars have underbody brake details, magnetic knuckle 
& metal wheel sets. Built date is 10/49. A universal car 
for the transition-era and later. These GATX tank cars 
could be seen in service all over North America on all 
major railroads. 

 


