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September Meeting 

Planning and Design of a Birmingham Based 

Operational Layout 

John Stewart will present on the planning and design of his steam era 

operations oriented layout, the Birmingham District Model RR.  Based on the 

Birmingham area it features a steel mill theme and was planned and designed 

to be an operations oriented layout. 

The presentation will begin with a brief 

overview demo of one popular layout 

design software packages, 3
rd

 PlanIt by 

Eldorado Software.    

http://www.trackplanning.com/3pi.htm    

Following the software demo John will 

present a PowerPoint slide show about 

the development of the BDMRR layout 

which is based on the Birmingham 

Industrial District.  Items covered will 

include: 

 What does the Birmingham 

area offer for model railroad 

design elements? 

 What sort of train traffic may 

Steel City Division Meeting 
Please plan to attend the next meeting on 

Thursday, October 30th, 2014 6:30pm 
Hoover Library, Meeting Room A&B 

 SStteeeell  CCiittyy  CCoouupplleerr  

PPuubblliiccaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  SStteeeell  CCiittyy  DDiivviissiioonn  

SSoouutthheeaasstteerrnn  RReeggiioonn  --  NNMMRRAA  

 

VVoolluummee  44,,  IIssssuuee  1100  hhttttppss::////wwwwww..ffaacceebbooookk..ccoomm//bbiirrmmiinngghhaammmmooddeellrraaiillrrooaaddiinngg    OOcctt..  22001144  

http://www.ser-nmra.org/division/steel-city 

 This Month’s Meeting     1 

 September Meeting Recap    2 

 Superintendent’s Office     4 
 Clerk’s Desk      9 

 NMRA and SER News     10 

 Photo of the Month     11 

 Steel City Swap Meet     12 

 Timetable                 15 
 

 
 

 

Inside This Issue: 

 
Editor 
Jason Parham (gmo1515@comcast.net)  
 
©2014 The Steel City Division, SER-NMRA 
The Steel City Coupler is published monthly. 

 

 

http://www.trackplanning.com/3pi.htm
https://www.facebook.com/birminghammodelrailroading


TThhee  SStteeeell  CCiittyy  CCoouupplleerr  ––  OOccttoobbeerr  22001144    2  

be used for Birmingham based operations? 

 How can a steel mill be included on a model railroad and how can you decide what to include? 

 What does a steel mill offer in the way of model railroad operations? 

The presentation will begin at 6:30 pm, our regular meeting time since moving to the Hoover Library. 

Come by and at see us in Meeting Room A&B. – John 

Future Meetings 

November 20th, 2014 

Hoover Library, Meeting Room A&B, 6:30 pm 

Topic: Mark Stone’s Show and Tell/Coal Fired Electric Power Plants for your Layout 

January 15th, 2015 (Note: this a 3
rd

 Thursday night) 

Hoover Library, Meeting Room A&B, 6:30 pm 

Topic: TBA 

February 19th, 2015 (Note: this a 3
rd

 Thursday night) 

Hoover Library, Meeting Room A&B, 6:30 pm 

Topic: TBA 

March 26th, 2015 (Note: this a 4
th

 Thursday night) 

Hoover Library, Meeting Room A&B, 6:30 pm 

Topic: TBA 

September Meeting Recap  

If you missed the September program, well then you 

missed a great time. We were treated to the presence of 

Master Model Railroader Bob Beaty (who, as it turned 

out was one of three MMR’s in attendance that night) 

giving a fascinating presentation on making rocks out 

of “couch cushion” foam rubber. When it comes to 

rather unorthodox model railroading materials, this has 

to be amongst the tops. Regardless, I don’t think 

anyone who saw the finished product could argue with 

the results. Want to see? Well check out the following 

page and take a look…. 
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Bob made this simple 

demonstration piece that 

went from shards of foam to 

a gorgeous rock face in only 

30 minutes right there 

during the clinic. Yes, you 

heard me right. Try doing 

something that fast with 

Hydrocal and rubber molds. 

He even demonstrated the 

ability to re-use the “rocks” 

again and again by suddenly 

grabbing a beautifully done 

rock face on a diorama he 

built and ripping it in half 

(much to the shock of all 

who were there). He 

reassured everyone by then 

grabbing a glue gun and then putting it right back together with a practically undetectable seam. 

While he was doing that, he simultaneously called Josh Singletary, a bright young model railroader of the 

age of 12, to come up and try it as well. Josh accepted and he was put to work on building a tunnel portal. 

Bob’s ability to teach, along with Josh’s eagerness to learn, really shown through. Not only that, I think it 

showed a fine example of how to introduce skills of this hobby to the younger generations. Hats off to Bob 

(and Josh too) for fine clinic! The clinic had such an impact on attendee Mike Braunstein that he had this to 

say: 

“After attending Bob Beaty's clinic on foam 

mountains from couch cushions last Thursday, I 

was so impressed that I promptly went down to 

the two sofas in the basement and took the 

appropriate tools to one of the cushions. I 

needed a backdrop for taking pictures of my 

models and this method was perfect. As a result 

I am looking for a room to rent on a first floor 

for one old man and two senior doxies. 

Needless to say Eva wasn't as impressed with 

the clinic as me, or my latest project.” 

No, you’re right Mike. I’d say she wasn’t. If 

anyone out there has a spare doghouse, please 

let Mike know (assuming you’re not currently 

in one yourself). – Jason 
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Superintendent’s Office 

 Time to Renew… 
 

By John Stewart, Superintendent    

 

Well, it is that time again: not Fall, not football season, instead it is 

time to renew my subscription to Model Railroader Magazine.  I have 

talked to several folks whose opinions I respect and they said that 

they were not going to renew next time, or had already made the 

decision not to do so. 

I have always loved trains, model and prototype.  As I have said before, and like many others, we had a 

Lionel layout when I was growing up as the youngest of three boys.  My Daddy built the layout for us and 

it was located in the middle of my brother’s and my finished attic bedroom.  They tell me I used to fall 

asleep watching the Lionel trains go round the layout.  I am still cute when I sleep – ask the Mrs! 

I don’t remember that we had a model train magazine in the house when I was little.  We had Lionel 

catalogues which I loved to look at and pretty much wore out.  We would get a new one every year in the 

fall.  My Daddy had a book about train layouts which showed them going through the walls… 

Our train store was Austin Electric shop in Nashville, where I grew up, and it was located right beside and 

below the Tennessee Central over pass on West End Avenue.  I loved to go there. 

We moved in 1958 to a new neighborhood and Daddy didn’t put the trains up.  He said we had lost interest 

in them.   When I was a little older, I got interested in slot cars – Aurora HO scale.  I loved those slot cars, 

but after a year or two, I discovered HO trains.  My friend had a Tyco train set and he had his eye on my 

Aurora slot cars. 

Long story short, we swapped the slot cars for the HO scale train set and I never looked back.  At least one 

other neighborhood friend had some HO scale trains.  The gentleman across the street, Mr. Bob Bell, had a 

small scratchbuilt layout, and we would occasionally go see him.  He was an NC&StL man. 

Somewhere along about this time, I was say, 12 or so, I got some Model Railroader magazines, likely from 

a friend of my older brother.  My brother was a Boy Scout by that time and Boy’s Life had a wonderful 

series about building a great layout that was either 4 x 8 or 5 x 9.  It was an installment series – perhaps 

some of you remember it.  I wanted a layout like that one, and we sort of started on one. 

At some point, I began to buy my own copies of Model Railroader magazine, which were always on the 

magazine rack at Doc Yates Drugstore.  Today it is on the site of the Blue Bird Café in Nashville.  I don’t 

know if Doc Yates was a model railroader, or not, but he always had a twinkle in his eye whenever I went 

in and asked if the new MR was in yet.  I also recall the grilled cheese sandwiches at the counter! 

So, you see, like many of you (I suspect) any consideration of NOT renewing Model Railroader has a bit of 

emotional baggage attached to it.  I held on to every issue that I had bought from Doc Yates, as well as 

other old issues I had picked up along the way.  As a young married adult I became a subscriber at several 

points, off and on, depending on whether we had money in the checking account when renewal time came 

around.  And there was that matter of an engineering career and kids to keep up with. 
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Fast forward quite a few years to me as a 63 year old retiree who works part time driving a school bus.  So 

many things have changed in the model railroad hobby, including the magazines supporting the hobby.  I 

am very fortunate to be able to enjoy a good sized layout in a finished railroad space.  I “graduated” to 

DCC 20 years ago, and got into model railroad operations about 3 years ago.  There are many things to 

enjoy in this great hobby.   But I am still sort of old school about some things. 

Much of my primary investment in the hobby has been made.  As a matter of my Scottish heritage, I am 

still fairly tight with a model railroad dollar.  At train shows I buy what I call “rescue cars” for most of my 

car fleet, and I don’t (yet) have a fleet of top quality steam locomotives and most that I do have don’t have 

sound.  But I am working on that – got a Proto 2000 0-8-0 with Tsunami at the NMRA Convention! 

Like so many other things in life, even Model Railroader has changed.  I got the 75 Years of MR DVD a 

couple of years ago for Christmas from Mrs. Superintendent, and I really enjoy that – I use it a lot.  It 

enables one to see how the magazine as well as how the hobby has changed.  We have so many items that 

we only dreamed about years ago, and the quality of locomotives, rolling stock, buildings and other items is 

better than we could have dreamed of 50 years ago.  And the technology has changed as well, in terms of 

can motors, LED’s, DCC systems and computers.  Not like the good ole’ days… 

Model Railroader has been there every step of the way, since the early days of a fledgling hobby in 1934.  

Can you imagine what kind of a decision it must have been for Al Kalmbach to start a model train 

magazine in the depths of the Great Depression?  Can you image what it was like for a group of folks 

without email to consider starting a National Model Railroad Association the following year?  They either 

had a lot of vision, a lot of brass or they were just plain crazy!  Wonder what they told their wives?  But 

they did it and we are all better off in our wonderful hobby because they did. 

My wife raised our three boys while my adult life was unfolding, and I was wishing I had time to play with 

my trains.  My sons all went in the general direction of computers and enjoyed music to varying degrees.  

One of my sons has a music publishing business that he runs more or less as a hobby.  They “publish” 

electronic music, and they do create CD’s and DVD’s for a small group of independent artists.  But it is a 

labor of love for my son and his colleagues and he has a pretty good day job as a media specialist for an 

advertising firm.  It is a very good thing that he has a day job… 

My sons have been saying that the music industry “just didn’t get it” starting several years ago when the 

internet and the ability to transfer music files became routine.   The boys would fume that “corporate music 

companies” shouldn’t be able to control a creative industry, and that the artists should take over the 

business.  To some extent, that has happened – certainly the music industries business model has appeared 

to change.  Remember the “record store” and the “record department” of variety stores?  Now we have 

iTunes – it is corporate for sure, but “only” 99 cents for most songs. 

What about model railroad publishing?  Do the “corporations” just not get it?  We can all make videos and 

transfer files of photos and videos.  We have train stuff on You Tube.  We have internet hobby shops that 

have dealt a serious blow to the neighborhood hobby shops across the country.  We all have the ability to 

buy at deep discounts from “retail” through the internet. 

And a few years ago, we saw the birth of an “online” model railroad magazine.  And the most interesting 

thing was that it was free!  In a hobby where the average age is likely north of 60 and many are retired, 

“FREE” has a certain ring to it.  Many of us want to “hold that dollar till the eagle grins”… 
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So, what to do about my ever more urgent renewal notices for Model Railroader?  And another thing, 

Kalmbach wants to charge you for every bit of their online content.  Don’t they get it?  Online stuff should 

be free – look at You Tube! 

There is a lot of model railroad stuff on You Tube and other web sites.  (I have had my own web site for 

nearly 20 years - believe it or not).  Some online material is quite good and some is free - even from 

manufacturers.  Some is made by model railroaders.  Some is quite good and some is just plain awful.  

I have gotten a lot of good information from You Tube and the internet.  One of my favorites is a guy 

named Tom Wilson, who models the Pittsburgh and West Virginia, a steel mill themed model railroad.   

Tom also has a great website.  His work has helped me learn about steel mill modeling and operations in 

general.  So, yes, there is a lot of good free stuff on the internet. It is a labor of love for most of us. 

Have you ever made a video?  Ever created and maintained a good up to date website?  Have you ever 

published a newsletter or developed and maintained regular content for a good blog?  Do you keep up with 

your email?  If the answer to any of these is yes, then you likely know how much time this can take. 

I did a little research on Model Railroader.  I figured that I was right about “they just don’t get it!” 

I presumed that they made their money off of advertising and that the subscription price was sort of icing 

on the cake.  It turns out that this is not accurate. 

Advertising rates are generally low, compared to magazines like, say, Sports Illustrated.  And that makes 

sense when you think about it.  If model railroad ad rates were very high, the price of model railroad 

products would be ever higher.  Many think they are pretty high anyway compared to “Blue Box” kits! 

It turns out that the subscription price pays the lion’s share of the cost of the operating cost of the business 

that is Model Railroader (and related magazines at Kalmbach). 

Well, I thought, OK, but surely today, the magazine is published via computer tools.  If that is true, then a 

digital version of the magazine ought to be “no additional cost”, right?  Why can’t they give me the cost of 

the digital magazine for “no additional cost.”  It’s “in the can” as we used to say about film… 

Turns out that I didn’t have my facts quite right on that either.  Have you ever tried to create a digital 

document, or a website?  How big is the file and what is the viewer’s (end user’s) device and screen size?  

What is the resolution and how are you going to transmit it – email or Dropbox or what? 

Turns out all of these things matter and as you might guess (I didn’t) all of these tools and software 

products have a cost to buy and to license.  So, the so called “already digital magazine files” are not really 

“ready for prime time” – that is, they have to be made ready for transmission and use by all sorts of viewers 

that allow us to turn the page with the push of a button or the swipe of a finger. 

It turns out that the cost of hard copy printing and mailing is about equaled by the time and cost to make the 

magazine ready for “e-viewing”.  Every month, year in and year out – might change, hasn’t yet. 

So, how are those “other guys” providing their magazine online and FREE to the readers?  I don’t know.   
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How much staff do they have?  I don’t know.  I do know that they pay their columnists, because our own 

Larry Smith, MMR, is one, and I know he gets paid for his column.   I also know how much he gets paid, 

and I bet he would say that it is not much when converted to an hourly rate.   

And I wonder if the average “Joe” online magazine publisher is making a profit?  I don’t know that either.  

Maybe the advertising rates are making them all a bundle.  I don’t know, but I don’t think so. 

And here’s another thing.  Kalmbach wants to charge $27 a year for Model Railroader Video Plus. Heck, 

You Tube provides “tons” of model railroad and prototype railroad stuff for FREE – lots of stuff… 

If you want to learn about making scenery, there is this series on You Tube that is free and tells you 

everything about making scenery.  The guy does it “real time” and he shows you every step and every 

move and every single bit of it without editing.  The lighting isn’t too good, and the camera never moves, 

and he is boring as can be, but it is FREE.  So, maybe you get what you pay for. 

And then there is the guy that makes a video about his new Avalanche Sound Equipped Super Duper 

WW80Dash Whatchamacallit locomotive.  We get to watch 4 minutes of the loco sitting and idling, 

followed by a few minutes of the different light effects and a few minutes of the other sounds and 

movements.  All this great action while the camera goes in and out of focus and bounces around since the 

guy doesn’t use a tripod.  Maybe you get what you pay for. 

My son works for an ad agency and they do video shoots for their clients to highlight new products.  It 

takes a group of people to make a quality video.  It takes lighting and good sound equipment.  It takes 

planning of how you’re going to shoot the video, it takes skill and experience to provide the material, say 

the lines, shoot the product/scene/action and then it takes good editing for both video and sound to make a 

quality finished product.  All of that time and expertise costs m-o-n-e-y. 

The same is true with Model Railroader Video Plus.  You can check it out in part without a subscription to 

the video service.  It is generally very high quality work – lighting, sound, editing, and content. 

Maybe by now you have figured it out.  I did renew my MR subscription and I went digital this time.  No 

more copies of recent MR’s lying around the house to annoy Mrs. Superintendent.   I do like the digital 

version of the “other magazine” so I thought I would try digital with MR.  By the way, the “other” 

magazine charges for their video material. 

And I decided to try out a subscription to MR’s Video Plus.  My only complaint so far is that I don’t have 

time to watch all the interesting and quality video material that is available for $2.25 per month. 
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Oh, and by the way, those guys at MR are charging me $3.58 per issue for my subscription to the digital 

version of the magazine -- same as the print version!  And I used to only have to pay Doc Yates 50 cents 

for an issue back in 1964.  Why that was just, uh, 50 years ago!  You remember, back when gasoline was 

about 30 cents per gallon and a Coke was a nickel, and water was “free”… 

Hey, remember the good ole’ days? – John 
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Clerk’s Desk 

The Most Interesting Model Railroader in the World 

By Jason Parham, Secretary 

 

He once scratchbuilt a Big Boy….in 1:1 scale. 

He has been known to completely work a “Timesaver” switching layout in 

under 10 seconds. 

Out of 125 possible points, his NMRA Model Contest entries routinely score well above 200. 

John Allen once thanked HIM for visiting his railroad. 

His trains of thought require real trains to pull into sidings. 

Miniature Wonderland is but one module from his home railroad. 

He has singlehandedly pioneered the live steam hobby, in Z scale. 

Contest judges receive score sheets, from him!  

His operating sessions are so close to the real thing that FRA inspectors have knocked on his door. 

He doesn’t have to count rivets because he already knows how many there are. 

Model railroading magazines have been known to subscribe to him. 

There is a prototype for everything, but only because he said so. 

He is…the most interesting…model railroader…in the world! 

 

Stay thirsty (for model trains) my friends…. – Jason 

(PS: Special thanks to Bob Beaty for helping contribute a few of the above lines) 
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News from the NMRA Headquarters 

National News  

Portland Express, the 2015 NMRA National Convention, provides updates through its mailing list.    Visit 

the Portland Express website to sign up.  Updates are also available through its Facebook page and Twitter 

account. 

Dale Edwards, the "D" in Kadee, passed away September 19th, 2014.  Kadee is best known for developing 

the first operating model knuckle coupler, now the de-facto standard for model railroading.  For more about 

Dale, visit the Kadee website. 

SER News 

The SER Winter 2015 meeting of the Board of Directors will be February 7th, 2014 in Panama City, FL.  

The SER's next fundraiser will be a CD of some of the best clinics presented by SER members.  Clinics on 

any topic are welcomed, preferably with pictures.  Electronic format is preferred but hard copy can be 

scanned.  If you are interested in contributing, contact Bob Beaty, MMR at rabeaty@bellsouth.net.   

2014 Mini-Meet 

he Mid-South Division held a successful mini-meet September 27th in Huntsville, AL.  The meet included 

clinics and visits to a number of area layouts, including the Redstone Model Railroad Club's Alabama 

Tennessee & Northern Railroad.  The Mid-South Division also gave away three Rail Pass memberships.  

Thanks go to Superintendent Sandy Warrington and his crew for hosting this event. 

2015 Convention 

Registration is open for Palmetto Excursion, the 2015 SER Convention, hosted by the Palmetto Division.  

For more information about the convention, visit the Palmetto Excursion website. 

Division Happenings 

 October 18th - November 23rd.  The 12th Annual Piedmont Pilgrimage, the hobby's premiere 

layout tour program, runs October 18th - November 23rd.  More than 80 model railroad open 

houses are scheduled during the event, running each Saturday and Sunday.  For additional 

information visit the Piedmont Pilgrimage website. 

 October 25th.  The Central Savannah River Division annual business meeting will be held in 

Allendale, SC at Mark Brunton's house.  The meeting begins at 2:00 p.m. This will be important for 

organizing the effort for the SER 2017 convention to be hosted by the CSR Division in Aiken. Also, 

it gives the members who live south of Aiken/Augusta a closer locale for a division get-together.  

Please contact Superintendent Steve Prevette at prevette@atlanticbb.net if you plan on attending. 

 2014 is an election year.  The division must have at least a Treasurer and a Chairman, and can also 

staff the Vice Chair and Secretary positions.  If you wish to volunteer to be an officer, or have 

someone you wish to nominate, please contact the division nominations chair, Don Barnes, at 

aikenair@aol.com. 

 November 1st.  Soule' Live Steam Festival and Meridian Railroad Museum Railfest weekend. A 

model train show starts early Saturday morning and will be complimented with visiting prototype 

equipment displayed adjacent to Union Station. For more information visit the festival website. 

 November 8th and 9th.  The Atlantic Division is participating in the Charleston Area Model 

Railroad Club Train Show to be held at the Danny Jones Armory and Gymnasium, 5000 
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Lackawanna Blvd, North Charleston, SC 29405.  For additional information visit the CAMRC 

website. 

 November 15th and 16th.  Join the Atlantic Division at the Grand Strand Model Railroad Show & 

Sale, to be held at Lakewood Conference Center, 5837 South Kings Hwy, Myrtle Beach, SC 29577.  

Stop by the Atlantic Division membership table.  For additional information visit the GSMRRC 

website. 

  November 15th.  The Palmetto Division fall meeting will be held at The Cottages at Brushy Creek 

in Greer, SC.  Starting time will be 9:00 a.m. (doors open at 8:30).  Non-NMRA members welcome.  

If you know someone interested in trains or modeling bring them to the meeting.  Three free six 

month "Rail Pass" memberships will be available for non-members to win.  The morning will 

include a swap meet, popular vote model and tips & techniques contests, two clinics, 2015 

Convention update, and business meeting.  Afternoon activities will include two home layout tours. 

 November 15th and 16th.  Join the Piedmont Division at Greenberg's Train and Toy Show, to be 

held at the Cobb Galleria Centre, 2 Galleria Pkwy, Atlanta, GA  30339.  For additional information, 

visit Greenberg's Train and Toy Show website.  

 November 22nd and 23rd.  The Gulf Division is participating in the 2014 Pensacola Model Train 

Show to be held at the Hadji Shrine Temple, 800 West Nine Mile Road, Pensacola, FL.  For 

additional information, visit the Gulf Division page.  

 November 22nd - 30th.  The Middle Georgia Model Railroad Club presents the 7th annual Planes 

and Trains exhibit at the Museum of Aviation, GA Highway 247 and Russell Parkway, Warner 

Robins, GA. The exhibit will include operating model railroads and dealer tables.  Exhibit hours are 

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., closed Thanksgiving Day.  Free admission.  For additional information, visit 

the museum website. 

 December 6th.  The Steel City Division will present three clinics for the Smokey City Model 

Railroad Club's Train Show, to be held at the Pelham, AL Civic Complex.  For more information 

about the show, visit the Smokey City Model Railroad Club website. 

Photo of the Month 

Back in April issue, Mike Braunstein showed us a really cool shot of a Birmingham Electric 4-wheeled 

Birney streetcar bobbing through Birmingham’s Southside. Well, this month he’s offered us another neat 

shot “under the wire.” Mike tells me that the picture was taken at the corner of 2nd avenue and 19th street 

looking east on 2nd avenue in 1906. 
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Until next month…... – Jason 

PS: I’m always on the hunt for interesting photos to use. If you have one you would like to volunteer for 

future use (either vintage or present day), please let me know.  

 Steel City Swap Meet 

Got something you’re looking for or trying to sell? Drop me a line at gmo1515@comcast.net and we’ll 

include it free of charge for as long as you need. Make sure to include a good description with prices (if 

selling), your name, and contact info. 

For Sale: Set of 6 - HO scale 1960's 70-ton wood chip hoppers, N&W road name, with loads, $50 

Preiser HO figures, Set #10071 - reclining sunbathers , $9 

Athearn RTR HO loco, GE Dash9-44CW, CSX #9009, w/Digitrax decoder and operating ditch lights, $75. 

Contact Craig Gardner at979-2666 or jcgard@bellsouth.net 

For Sale: Shinohara #4 wye switch, $10; NC Bridge Co. 56' wooden truss bridge kit, $10; Colorado Tree 

Co.60' low trestle kit, $11. 

Contact Joe Gamble at 969-2478 or jggjwg@att.net 

For Sale: 2 Each Digitrax DS2012 20 Amp Power Supplies. New in Original Boxes, never removed. $150 

Each, Retail: $179.95 each. Will deliver at monthly meetings or possibly meet to exchange cash for the 

heavy white box. Contact Mike Braunstein at 205-967-3340 or x996tt2002@outlook.com 

mailto:gmo1515@comcast.net
../AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/jcgard@bellsouth.net
mailto:jggjwg@att.net
mailto:x996tt2002@outlook.com


TThhee  SStteeeell  CCiittyy  CCoouupplleerr  ––  OOccttoobbeerr  22001144    13  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TThhee  SStteeeell  CCiittyy  CCoouupplleerr  ––  OOccttoobbeerr  22001144    14  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TThhee  SStteeeell  CCiittyy  CCoouupplleerr  ––  OOccttoobbeerr  22001144    15  

l;l llxllxx 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steel City Division Officers 

 

Superintendent  John Stewart 205-901-3790 jstew@bhamrails.info 

Assist. Superintendent Mark Stone 205-637-6733  mark.stone@kbr.com 

Secretary   Jason Parham 205-534-6529 gmo1515@comcast.net 

Treasurer   Carey Ketchum 205-871-5495 cketchu1@bellsouth.net 

If you can receive your 
“Coupler” via 

e-mail, you can help save 
printing costs.   Send your 

e-mail address to 

gmo1515@comcast.
net 

 

Timetable 

Annual Piedmont Pilgrimage 
Saturdays and Sundays from October 18th through November 23rd 

Over 80 Atlanta-area layouts on display over 6 weekends 

See http://piedmontpilgrimage.com/ for more information 

Meridian Railfest and Soule Live Steam Festival 
October 31

st
 and November 1

st
, 2014 from 9 am to 4 pm 

Meridian, MS 

http://www.soulelivesteam.com/ 

Big Wally’s Train Show  
November 8, 2014  

Helena Baptist Church  

Helena, AL 

Greenberg’s Train & Toy Show  
Saturday & Sunday, Nov. 15 & 16, 2014  

Cobb Galleria Centre  

Atlanta, GA 

North Pole Express 
Fridays, Nov. 21

st
, 28

th
 & Dec. 5

th
, 12

th
, 19

th
 departure times: 5:00 pm, 6:30 pm, 8:00 pm 

Saturdays Nov. 22
nd

, 29
th
 & Dec. 6

th
, 13

th
, 20

th
 departure times: 5:00 pm, 6:30 pm, 8:00 pm 

Sundays Nov. 23
rd

, 30
th
 & Dec. 7

th
 departure times: 5:00 pm, 6:30 pm, 8:00 pm 

Sunday December 14
th
 departure times: 5:00 pm, 8:00 pm 

Heart of Dixie Railroad Museum 

Calera AL 

See http://www.hodrrm.org/default.cfm for more information 

Magic of Model Trains 
November 22

nd
 through January 11

th
 

McWane Science Center 

Downtown Birmingham, AL 

Smokey City Rails & Magic Valley Chapter TCA Train Show and Sale 
December 6

th
, 2014 9am-4pm 

Pelham Civic Complex 

Pelham, AL 

48th Atlanta Model Train Show  
Saturday, January 17, 2015  

North Atlanta Trade Center  

Norcross, GA 

Piedmont Division Train Show 
Saturday & Sunday, March 14 & 15, 2015 

Cobb Galleria Centre 

Atlanta, GA 

Steel City Division Meetings: 

2014: 9/25, 10/30, 11/20 

2015:  1/15, 2/19 3/26 (Later dates TBD due to change in venue) 
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