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September 17th Meeting  

Larry Smith, Building a Laser Cut 
Kit – “Make and Take” Project 

 
Please note the start time is 6:00 pm (for this 

working clinic) and we must be out at 8:00 pm 

 
Larry Smith, Master Model Railroader (MMR) is a 
serious model builder who leans toward narrow 
gauge and short line operations.  In fact, you may 
know he is a columnist for Model Railroad Hobbyist Magazine on this very topic.  Larry hails from 
West Virginia and has a strong interest in the mining and related industries of that area. 
 
For our meeting this month, Larry will lead a clinic in which participants will start building a laser cut 
craftsman kit.  The kit is produced for our clinic by Model Railroad University and represents a 
Tennessee Coal and Iron Company (TCI) style workers house.  Larry has chosen the less well known 
“shotgun” style house – there are several different styles around the Birmingham District. 
 
Those participating in the model building must pay $15, due at the meeting, correct change please, to 
pay for the kit.  This is a “one of” kit, produced for Larry’s work by MR University. 

Next Steel City Division Meeting 

Thursday, September 17th, 2015 at 6:00 pm 

Vestavia Hills Library, Children’s Meeting Room  
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We currently have 10 model builders signed up to work on their kit during the clinic.  The goal of this 
clinic is to learn by doing – please don’t buy a kit unless you intend to work on it during the clinic. 

To that end, clinic participants must come prepared with tools and materials as follows. 

Cutting mat  Aleen’s Tacky Glue 

Emery boards or sanding square Microscale “Micro Liquitape” (1 oz. bottle) 

Razor saw and miter box (or miter shear 
“chopper”) 

CA Glue 

Clothes pins for clamps  

Modelers square Prismacolor Marker, PM 113 Cool Gray 60% 

Toothpicks Oil Based Chalk Pastels - White 

X-Acto knife with #11 blades Black Paint Marker 

Scale rule Tweezers 

The following Division members have committed to purchase ($15) and start building during the clinic

1.  John Stewart 

2.  Craig Gardner 

3.  Whit Fancher 

4.  Richard Horton 

5.  Winston Greaves 

6.  Carey Ketchum 

7.  Mike Burns 

8.  Elliott Eggleston 

9. Chuck Lampman 

10. Noel Whatley 

Larry has five more kits available if you wish to 
participate.  Larry wants work done in the clinic so that everyone may have a shared learning 
experience – please do not buy a kit if you don’t plan to start on it during the clinic. 

If you want to learn laser cut kit building, invest $15 and work with your friends to learn how.  If you 
just want to watch, you are welcome (but not to buy a kit “to work on later...”) 

If you need to contact Larry Smith email:  wooddale@bellsouth.net  or call 205-988-6449 

NOTICE: New meeting venue – We’ll be meeting at the Vestavia Hills Library for the September 
17th meeting.   

We will begin at 6:00 pm, earlier than usual, at The Library in the Forest, 1221 Montgomery 
Highway, Vestavia Hills AL 35216 (205-978-0155) in order to have more “working” time. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at the September Division Meeting at our new (temporary) location.  
Please come & bring a friend–visitors are welcome.   Five more kit builders wanted! 
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New 2017 Birmingham 

SER Convention Logo & 

Theme Selected 
 
We have a new 2017 Convention Logo, a 
design collaboration based on ideas from Mark 
Stone and Craig Gardner.  We had a variety of 
logo styles and themes thanks to suggestions 
from a number of members. 
 
Our 2017 SER Convention will take place 
June 9 & 10, 2017 (Friday & Saturday) at the 
Bessemer Civic Center, site of the successful 
2004 and 2010 Conventions. 
 
The selected logo, shown at right is based on 
an historical sign that existed in front of 
Birmingham’s Terminal Station for many 
years.  The “Crossroads of Dixie” theme and 
three-way crossed tracks are based upon the 
fact that so many railroads served Birmingham 
as it developed to be the industrial center of the 
southeast. 
 
For those that are not Birmingham history buffs, the City was founded at the junction of two railroads, 
which became the L&N and the Alabama Great Southern.  By 1910 the following railroads were also 
represented: 
 
Southern Railway 
Central of Georgia 
St. Louis and San Francisco (Frisco) 
Illinois Central 
Gulf, Mobile and Ohio 
Seaboard Airline 
Atlanta, Birmingham & Atlantic 
 
In addition, the Birmingham Southern and 
Birmingham Belt RR’s were operating along 
with a number of “industrial railroads” such as 
Tennessee Coal and Iron, Sloss Sheffield Steel and Iron, Woodward Iron, Republic Iron and Steel and 
the Mary Lee RR plus others.  If you’re looking for railroads to model, Birmingham has a lot to offer. 
 
We hope that as we look forward to the 2017 SER Convention in Birmingham that many will find a 
focal point of interest in Birmingham’s rich railroad history, and will come to Birmingham to see how 
“their” favorite railroad fit into Birmingham’s history. 
 
What would YOU like to see in the 2017 Convention in Birmingham? Write the Editor! 
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Our neighbors in Huntsville will host the 2016 Regional 

Convention – their convention slogan is the “Rocket City 

Rails”.   Their flyer is at the end of this newsletter. 

Conventions are just one of the benefits of NMRA 

Membership, whether at the Regional or National level.   

 

New Steel City Division Web Site:   www.scd-nmra.org  

Special thanks to Division Member Craig Gardner for his work on keeping our new Division website 

up and current.  We hope that the website will become a resource for all model railroaders in the Steel 

City Division area, and we hope it will be part of our outreach to gain new members in the Division. 

We want the new website to be a resource, and a gateway to the Division as well as other model 

railroaders.  YOU can help make this website the best that it may be – what do you have to share? 

We hope that you will take time now to visit the new Division website and explore the content.  Then 

we want you to consider what you can contribute to the webmaster for additional valuable content of 

interest to your fellow model railroaders.  Use the “Contact” feature to submit material to the 

webmaster. 
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Do you have an article to contribute, a clinic, or a good modeling “how-to”?  Would you allow us to 

publish information about your layout or a key modeling effort that you have to share?  Do you have a 

link to another website that you believe would be of value to other model railroaders?  If you are a 

longtime member of our Division do you have some Division history or a good story to share about the 

Division activities? 

Superintendent’s Office 

 John Stewart, Division Superintendent 

I am very pleased to see that our Convention Committee has 

selected a Logo and Theme for the 2017 SER Convention 

that has a good dose of local Birmingham railroad history.  

The 2017 Logo uses the locally cherished Terminal Station 

Sign and the Three Track Crossroads theme reflecting the 

fact that a number of railroads served Birmingham.  What a 

great place to be involved in model railroading.  Whether you want to model one of the Fallen Flags or 

you want to model current railroading we have it here in Birmingham. The 2017 Convention will be 

based at the Bessemer Civic Center, June 9 & 10, 2017, in the metro Birmingham area. 

Today, Birmingham train watchers may see CSX, NS, BNSF and Kansas City Southern trains and 

equipment every day, as well as short line operator WATCO trains on the Birmingham Terminal 

(former Birmingham Southern) or the Alabama Southern, former L&N branch from Bessemer to 

Tuscaloosa.  Birmingham was and is a railroad town with a great railroad history. 

 Birmingham’s first joint use Passenger Station 

built in 1886 was located alongside the mainline 

of the L&N and the AGS on the Railroad 

Reservation.  As more railroads came to 

Birmingham, the original station became 

overloaded – a new station was needed.  The 

result was the opening in 1909 of Birmingham’s 

Terminal Station, located along the eastern side 

of the central business district.  Terminal Station 

was home to all of Birmingham’s railroads 

except the L&N and the AB&A which remained 

at the former station. 

Some years ago a high school kid liked to hang 

out at Terminal Station and watch all the 

activities that were going on.  The station staff 

sort of tolerated this kid, but one day they 

offered him a job.  By the time he finished high 

school, Marvin Clemons was a tower operator 

monitoring the coming and going of 

Birmingham’s multitude of passenger trains. 



Steel City Coupler, September, 2015  6 

 

Marvin Clemon’s lifelong love affair with railroads has resulted 

in a new book which will hit the bookstores in January, 2016.  

This new book is titled “Great Temple of Travel, a Pictorial 

History of Birmingham Terminal Station, 1909-1969”, by 

Marvin Clemons.  The forward is by Lyle Key, a Birmingham 

native, retired corporate counsel for L&N/CSX, and co-author 

with Clemons of “Birmingham Rails, The Last Golden Era, 

from World War II to AMTRAK”.   

Note that Birmingham Rails is currently available on Amazon 

for $220 – you may wish to order “Temple of Travel” now! 

You may get on a pre-order list by visiting the website for 

Clemon’s new book, Great Temple of Travel: 

http://www.templeoftravel.net/book-ordering.html 

Publication of “Great Temple of Travel" is set for release in 

January 2016, with advance purchases available on this website beginning in October 2015.  Updates 

on book availability will be sent to sign-ins on the email list.  To subscribe, please submit your name 

and email address on the website.  This information will be used only for subscription to the list. 

If you are a fan of railroad history, you will certainly want to be ready to purchase this book about one 

of the great railroad stations in the country.  It is sure to be a sellout and prices are likely to rise. 

Another upcoming Birmingham event worthy of note is the L&N Historical Society’s Annual 

Meeting which will be held October 1-3, 2015 at the Embassy Suites in Hoover, in the metro 

Birmingham area.  This convention will provide a lot of fun activities and presentations for L&N 

History fans, railfans and families.  The program details and registration information are provided in 

the notices section at the end of this newsletter. 

There you will also find other upcoming events for the fall season.  There is a lot going on for model 

railroaders and railfans to enjoy. 

Another great source of information on upcoming events is the Railway & Locomotive Historical 

Society website for the Mid-South Chapter   http://rlhs.org/Chapters/msc/events.html   

 

2017 Convention Chairman 

We continue to make progress toward our 2017 Regional Convention based at the Bessemer Civic 

Center, June 9 & 10, 2017, in the metro Birmingham area.  Our 2017 Convention Chairman is 

Steel City Division member Steve Gardner (who is no relation to Webmaster Craig Gardner).  Steve 

works for Dexter Fortson Associates, computers and telemetry, in Bessemer.   

Steve will be working with the Division leadership to put together a set of key committee chairs for the 

2017 Convention.  Thanks to Steve for his willingness to serve.  I look forward to working with him. 
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From the Super Assistant  

Mark Stone, Assistant Division Superintendent (CHW-44) 

Our Super Assistant is doing good work as our Program Coordinator for 
our monthly Division meetings at the Hoover Public Library.  Mark is 
always looking for good programs!  Mark reports the following schedule 
of clinics for the September newsletter:   
     
September 17:   Larry Smith, MMR on “Building Laser Cut Wood 
Kits”, a Make and Take Clinic at the VESTAVIA LIBRARY 
 
October 15:  Tentative – Elliott Eggleston, “Railfanning on Memory Lane” 
 
November 3: TUESDAY   Tentative – Noel Whatley’s “Trains of Thought, Part 2” 
 
December, no meeting as is our custom.  Watch for info on the Trains at McWane exhibit. 
 
NOTE:  September meeting will be held at the VESTAVIA HILLS LIBRARY because Hoover 
Library is performing renovations – they are using meeting rooms for temporary storage. 

If you have a topic of interest to your fellow model railroaders please don’t be shy about sharing it.  
You don’t have to use a computer for slides, or have any slides at all.  Show us how you do things, or a 
great new way you have learned to do some aspect of our great hobby.   

If you think that you would like to do a clinic but want some technical assistance, we can help you 
there as well.  Please see Mark at the meeting or contact me (205-837-8029) or 
MEStone62@outlook.com if you would be so kind as to present! 

 

Ed Note:  Our Super Assistant has taken a new job which will impact his schedule and availability for 
the foreseeable future.  We will be relying on other members to step up and help us fill program slots 
including Bob Beaty who has already volunteered help as Mark “digs in” to his new job. 

 

What’s on Your Workbench? 

 
Send us information on what you are working on right now, and we’ll share it with our readers.  All we 
need is your notes and some good pictures of what you have as work in progress or recently 
completed.  Or maybe you would like to review a new product or model that you have recently 
purchased.  

If you don’t feel that you can produce a finished article, NO PROBLEM, just send your notes and a 
couple of decent pictures and your faithful Editor will take care of the rest.  Send your modeling efforts 
comments and a few pictures to the Editor:  jstew@bhamrails.info  
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Reader Mike Burns sends a note: 

Here are a couple of pictures for "What’s on Your Workbench" section of “The Coupler". 
L&N 2208 - Alco S2 switcher (Bachmann) painted in as delivered paint scheme.  These engines performed 
station switching on L&N passenger trains in a number of terminals. 

 
A&WP 554 – W of A 501 - Intermountain FP7 and Athearn Genesis F3.  These will be power for my 
Crescent project (Atlanta to Montgomery segment). 
 

 
Thanks to Mike Burns for sharing pix of these great looking locomotives!  Mike recently did a great clinic at our 
Steel City Division meeting on his passenger car modeling efforts.  Now we know he can move the cars! 
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Member Howard Eyrich passes on a unique “modeling tip”, maybe we should say “modeling 
trip”: 

Model Railroader—Going to Europe:  Here Is a Tip 

In the last three years it has been my privilege to travel three times to Iasi, Romania to teach Biblical 
Counseling. On my second trip, Kevin, a friend from our Sunday School class traveled with me to 
assist by teaching family budgeting. On our return trip we took a train from Frankfurt, Germany to 
Hamburg where we visited the Miniatur Wunderland. We spent a long morning taking in the wonder 
of this miniature world. In late May my wife, Pam, joined me on the more recent trip. While Pam does 
not take a personal interest in my model railroading, she is a good sport and accompanies me to 
various shows from time to time. This time she wanted to take in the marvel of this small world so we 
planned a few days reprieve after an intense week in Iasi.  

We arrived in Hamburg on Wednesday around noon and made our way to the Marriott Hotel—a great 
place to stay if you decide to visit the Wunderland. Wednesday afternoon and Thursday we enjoyed 
the city including a river boat tour of the harbor. Did you know that Hamburg has the second largest 
warehousing of coffee in the world or that Germans drink more coffee than beer? Pam made 
reservations for our tickets to be at the Will-call window when the doors opened on Friday morning. 
As usual, my efficient administratively gifted wife hit a home run—people were already standing in 
line and we graciously just walked by them to start our tour. 

I’ve included a few personal pictures 
(just to prove we were really there). 
This is an amazing layout. From the 
static display depicting Hamburg pre-
war, during the war and post war to the 
operational miniature chocolate factory 
(which quickly clogs the aisle with 
children waiting for a serving from the 
magic machine) to traffic stopping to 
clear way for the fire engines to get to 
the burning palace. Somewhere I read 
there are 900 HO trains running at one 
time. There are modern highways 
clogged with traffic and country roads 
leading to villages. The Hamburg city 
airport is modeled with parking garages 
filled with cars. Pam took a picture of a car at the exit of the parking garage with a person’s hands 
extended to pay the meter. Major airlines are taking off and landing with all appropriate sounds.  

Maritime operations, manufacturing operations, mining operations, road building operations, rescue 
operations, circuses, concerts, and a professional stadium with a capacity crowd (Wow! The patience it 
took to put all those people in place) all enthrall. Children and adults of all ages speaking a variety of 
languages excitedly wonder through what seems to be an endless display. A view at the array of 
computer monitoring screens leaves no doubt that there are electrical engineers on staff for whom 
NMRA certification was a piece of cake. 

If you are model railroader and you are going to be in Europe, plan on spending the extra bucks to get 
to Hamburg. By the way, if your wife is with you plan some bucks for shoe shopping. In one mall from 
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one vantage point, we counted six 
shoe stores (men and women’s) and 
then discovered that below where 
had been standing when we made 
that count were three more stores 
offering an amazing verity of shoes. 

Howard Eyrich  
Model Railroader for five years  
Pastor of Counseling Ministries 
Briarwood Presbyterian Church 
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Many of us have seen pictures of the Miniatur Wunderland as well as official and amateur videos 
posted on You Tube.  It is great to hear first-hand from someone who has visited this amazing model 
railroad. 

 

Here’s a tip from a reader of our Newsletter: 

There is a really good opportunity to find Model 

Railroad “stuff” of all types and multiple scales on 

the web:   

http://crstrains.com/  

This is an online source for model railroad supplies 

that is being operated by an individual on behalf of 

the family of the former owner who is no longer 

living.  Check it out and I think you will find some 

interesting bargains – this is a first come first serve inventory for the most part, so check it out now. 

 

Local Layouts 

We will take a break from Local Layouts this month to remind you of another sort of Layout Tour 
opportunity that is fairly close to home.  It is the 13th Annual Piedmont Pilgrimage, in the Atlanta 
Metro Area, sponsored by the Piedmont Division, our sister Division in Atlanta. 

Each year the folks in the Piedmont Division set up a schedule that enables the public to tour about 80 
first class model railroads in the months of October and November – remember November is Model 
Railroad Month. 

The tours are open on Saturdays and Sunday afternoons.  You can visit the website to see a list of 
layouts and scheduled visits.  If you plan well it is really worth a trip (or two) over the fall weekends to 
take advantage of this wonderful tour event.  You will enjoy the trip and see some wonderful layouts. 

http://piedmontpilgrimage.com/tour-calendar/month/2015-10  
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Remember Layout Tours for Regional Convention 
 

Articles Featuring Steel City’s Model Railroads  

Local Layouts is a column which will feature reports on layouts located in the Steel City Division 
area.  We have had layout tours in the past, but didn’t always have great attendance.  If you would like 

to host a layout tour, send an invitation to the Editor jstew@bhamrails.info .   

If you would like to share info on your layout, an update, or a recent layout project, please send a 
summary write-up or notes and some good pictures.  The Editor will be glad to assist with final copy if 
you feel that you are not a writer.   

Please do not hesitate to send us info on your layout because you think it isn’t “good enough”.  If it is 
it is good enough for you it is fine for the rest of us.  You get to select what to feature with your 
pictures and your write-up or notes. Remember: Ac-centuate the positive and e-liminate the negative 
like the song...   

 
Remember that the Regional Conventions typically provide Layout Tours for Convention Attendees.  
It is great to see some new layouts being built and hoped that these will be far enough along to be on 
the layout tours for our 2017 SER Convention in Birmingham. 
 
We have seen some of our fine layouts from years past taken down or at least become “out of 
circulation”.  But we still have some fine layouts which have served for past convention tours.  Be 
thinking about June 2017 as a target to have your layout on the Convention Tours.   
 
One of the things that has been done by other host cities is to feature layouts for those traveling to and 

from the convention.  For example, the two layouts featured above might be open on Thursday for 
those traveling from the east or northeast, and again (or alternately) on Sunday for those traveling 
home to the east or northeast. 
 
Please be thinking “outside the box” so that your layout will be able to be enjoyed by as many as 
possible for our 2017 Convention.  Let us know about your layout for visits during our Convention. 
 
In the meantime, our new Division website, www.scd-nmra.org  is featuring more and more of our 
Steel City Division layouts with a brief write-up and photos to feature your good work.   
 
We are also going to be looking for a few good “operations oriented” layouts for the OPSIG 
(operating special interest group) participants who love to visit and operate on Regional Convention 
layouts.  Please let your leadership or the Editor know if you want your layout featured soon. 
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A Model Railroad Chronicle 
 

With this column we continue an installment series following the construction of a new layout in the 

Steel City Division by one of our members and Steel City Division Secretary, John Pate.   

John Pate’s L&N Birmingham Division/S&NA Subdivision-1970’s 

Part 9 We continue this month with a bit more construction work-in-progress on the benchwork.   

Layout Summary and Recap 

The layout will represent the Birmingham area in the 1970’s and focus on Boyles Yard and 

Birmingham industry for an operations oriented layout based on the L&N prototype.  We have talked 

at length about the design concept as well as the operations concept.  The railroad is “designed for 

operations”. 

As noted, the concept of the layout provides for traffic coming to and from Birmingham on the L&N 

Main between Montgomery and Decatur and on to Nashville.  It will include through trains and local 

jobs & switchers working to and from L&N’s Boyles Yard next to Tarrant, AL.  John settled on a two 

level layout concept with staging on a lower level and Boyles Yard on the upper level.  A total of 8 

Industrial Districts will be located on both levels (4 each) to reflect the Districts in the prototype 

schematics used in layout planning.  

Summarizing the proposed railroad operations includes: 

• Through freights come from out of town, go through Boyles Yard -- set out & pickup cuts of 

cars     

• Turn freights that go to a specific locale but do not do switching 

• Local switch jobs that originate in Boyles Yard, and then take cars to local industries  

• A number of local industrial districts to switch.   

The floor plan and layout are included below as a reference. 
 

Construction Progress 

As noted previously the construction of the layout includes 4 basic components or type of benchwork: 

• Shelf-on-the-wall 

• L-Girder 

• Helix 

• Peninsulas 
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Last month we showed that progress had been made on the first helix.  This month, a bit more 

progress! 

Railroad Living Space 

Garage & Work 

Bath 

Closet/Stairs Up 

Figure 1: Floor plan and track plan for the new L&N layout underway by Division member and Secretary John Pate.  

We plan to include these views each month so readers can maintain a frame of reference for the layout. 
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Helixes continue to be a focus of John’s layout building.  They are a key part of this operations 

oriented double deck layout.  So, one of the things that are important is the proper transition from the 
layout benchwork to the helix roadbed – these may not be built the same for a number of reasons. 

  

These two views show the way that John built his transition and accommodated the change in elevation 
from benchwork to helix as well as the difference in the roadbed used in the helix vs. the rest of the 
benchwork.  The grade transition from the shelf type benchwork is made using “cookie cutter” style 
roadbed.  The main benchwork will include homasote on top of plywood for sound dampening while 
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the helix doesn’t use homasote due to vertical clearance.  This means that the top of the homasote 
roadbed must match the top of the helix plywood roadbed.  As you can see in the top image, the cork 
roadbed is carried across this joint to provide the actual roadbed for the flextrack. 

Helixes can be challenging but with proper thought, simplified construction and a step by step 
approach they can be used to expand a layout to more than one level. 

 

Gift of NMRA Membership to Members of Armed Forces 
 
The Southeastern Region of the National Model Railroad Association is offering full introductory 
memberships to individuals serving in this country’s Armed Forces and to US Military Veterans. This 
opportunity has been made possible through the generosity of Piedmont Division member Ed Delattre 
and his wife Alice. 
 
Memberships are available to individuals serving this country’s Armed Forces and to US Military 
Veterans residing in the boundaries of the Southeastern Region.  As an introductory membership, it is 
not available to current or former members of the NMRA. 
 
If you want to take advantage of this offer, contact your local Division Superintendent.  Additional 
information is available on the Home Page of the SER website www.ser-nmra.org .  If you are a 
current NMRA member and know someone who may be interested, please have them contact your 
local Division Superintendent. 

 

News from the NMRA 

Register for the NEW NMRA Website 

Have you registered on the new NMRA Web Site yet?  

The completely rewritten NMRA web site (www.nmra.org) has "members only" items that are only 
available if you have logged into the site with your new member account.  

While there is much to see on the site for non-members, NMRA members who are logged in have 
access to NMRA Data Sheets, past editions of the NMRA eBulletin and the NMRA Bulletin, the 
President's Car column and many other items that may be of interest to you.  

There is also a page that shows you information that is currently held in your NMRA Membership 
record, with a button to send an email to the staff with any corrections you wish to make. However, 
you cannot make any changes on the web site; the information is "view only." 

If you have not yet registered for your NEW account, some things to keep in mind: 

1) No other NMRA logins or passwords will work on the new site - meaning, your Company Store 
account information, the account you may have created several years ago on the old NMRA web site, 
or any other NMRA login you may have will not be recognized on the new site. You must create a 

new account.  

2) In order to create your new account, the email address you wish to use for the account must match 
the one in your membership record in the NRMA database. If this is not so, please contact the NMRA 
office and update your email address. 
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 3) The registration process will send an email to the address we have in your membership record that 
provides a one-time login. You need to make sure that your email system does not send the password 

email to your junk folder or trash!  

Once you have logged into the site with your new account, please change your password to one you 
can remember - you can always change it later.  

Ben Sevier, NMRA IT Manager 

 

Southeastern Region (SER) News 

 

Strategic Plan “Hobby Promotion within the Region” 
 
During the Annual Meeting in Greenville, Piedmont Division Member Alan Mole was assigned the 
task of following up on “Hobby Promotion within the Region”.  Specifically the suggested tasks/items 
for discussion are: 
 

• Challenge each Division to develop a promotion strategy (if not already established) and encourage 
regular reports at Regional BOD Meetings to share progress and discuss effectiveness of various 
techniques that can be applied in other locations within the SER. 

• Increase active participation at the Division. 

• Generate increased local interest in the hobby with open houses, public events and “train shows” 
sponsored by the Division and supported by Region assets (personnel and financial). 

• Increase the knowledge and understanding of the role and purpose of the NMRA and the SER with 
Public Service Announcements in conjunction with local events.  

• Coordinate Model Railroading event/support with local historical and prototype activities. 

• Set up and man an NMRA membership table at all public event. 

 
Alan Mole would greatly appreciate your thoughts/additions/objections to this list. We are open to any 
and all suggestions. 
 
Alan adds, “I would like to focus on how to help the divisions with few members hold events to attract 
model railway enthusiasts living in their divisions. I believe that first and foremost we need to let these 
enthusiasts know that there is a very large group of us out there to help, encourage and share this great 
hobby. NMRA and SER membership is important but the first step is to reach out and let model 
railroaders know that they can easily access a large body of enthusiasts, events and support.   It would 
seem that as we do this, we will also encourage NMRA membership and activity. 
 
New SER Rail Car introduced at SER Greenville Convention 

The Southeastern Region of the NMRA is proud to 
announce the availability of a limited number of 
Accurail HO scale ACF 4650 cu. ft. kaolin service 
covered hopper kits.  Built date is 5/68 and is 
lettered for Engelhard. 
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The car is offered in one road number.  Orders of two or more cars include easy-to-install replacement 
decals, twelve numbers in all.  Single cars are available at $23.  No layout can have enough of these 
cars! 
 
Orders of four or more cars are available at $20 per car. 
 
For additional information or to order your car(s), contact Region Car Chair Randall Watson 
at randallvwatson1@bellsouth.net 

SER 2016 Convention 

The 2016 Regional Convention is planned to be held 
in Huntsville, AL.  This is the closing slide from the 
presentation given at the banquet in Greenville.  The 
2016 website for the Huntsville Convention is now 
ready:  

http://midsouthnmra.org/convention.htm 

In addition, the new 2016 brochure is reproduced at 
the end of the newsletter. 

Check these out and PLAN TO ATTEND a convention close to home and less than one year away. 

Each year the NMRA sponsors many conventions around the country.  Typically, there is a Regional 
Convention for most areas as well as one National Convention.  The Regionals are typically held in 
June in our Southeastern Region.  The Nationals are typically held in July.  Both the Regionals and 
National rotate cities each year.  These conventions are a great way to have fun and to learn more 
about our hobby.   

SER 2017 Convention 

The 2017 SER Regional Convention will be hosted by the Steel City Division at the Bessemer Civic 
Center, June 9-10, 2017. 

Steel City Virtual Swap Meet 
For Sale or other arrangements… 
 
• Rock Castings, rock castings and MORE rock castings; did I say ROCK CASTINGS? 

Looking for “just the right rock” to “rock your miniature world”?  See “Rock Bottom” Bob for deals! 
. 

 Excellent rock castings some without stain and some with first coat stain. 
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These precast plaster rocks were made by local modelers, Jim Thorington, Jim Gibson and Bob. They 
can be yours. Castings include various sizes, some with a first stain, many to choose from and not a lot 
of duplicates. Pick and make offer.  
 
Contact Rockin’ Bob Beaty, MMR at 205-987-2385 or rabeaty@bellsouth.net  
 

For Sale:  
 

• Bachmann Spectrum HO loco, GE 44 Ton Diesel 

Switcher, Digitrax DCC decoder equipped, 

unlettered, yellow w/safety stripes - $65  

Contact Craig Gardner  
 
979-2666 or by email  jcgard@bellsouth.net 
 
 

For Sale:  
 

• Shinohara #4 wye switch,  $10;  

• NC Bridge Co. 56' wooden truss bridge kit,  $10;  

• Colorado Tree Co.60' low trestle kit,  $11. 

Contact Joe Gamble at 969-2478 or jggjwg@att.net 
 
 

For Sale:  
 

• Twelve (12) intact and one with the chip. $6.50 per or $65 for all 12. So, the broken one is a 

freebie there either way.  There are 2 Clinchfield, 1 Virginian, and the rest are N&W. Each car has 

a different number.  [There are 13 cars total, but one is slightly damaged.] 

 

• The Loco Shops at the D&EA Ry are doing spring cleaning. There are a few Mantua’s (old steam) 

that are out of scale. Stuff I had modified trying to make what I needed but didn't "look right".   I 

think they are "OO" gauged to run on HO track. That is, 1:72 or 1:80 on (1:87) 56-1/2" 

gauge track. A common practice in Europe, but why they would want American equipment is a 
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whole 'nuther matter. And some 1870s era stuff I was thinking of re-shopping into something else.  

[Interested parties may contact Bill to discuss these items via email.] 

Contact Bill Hudson:  signals@hudsontelcom.com  
 
 

For Sale: 

Need Ore Cars??? 

7 New MDC Ore Jenny’s – unassembled kits in 
original boxes miscellaneous road names; Kadee 
couplers are not included with these kits.  

 

$7.50 ea. or $49 for all – this is for unbuilt kits. 

 

Keith Davidson 

205-681-9660 

keithdavidson2000@yahoo.com 

 

Need a whole fleet of Ore Hoppers that have been “upgraded” and ready to earn revenue for you?  

 

53 41 lightly used MDC Ore Jenny’s - miscellaneous road names & some undecorated.  (12 SOLD!) 

All have loads and Kadee couplers.  Some have upgraded wheelsets and extra weights added.  

$10 each           6 cars for $50 OR 12 cars for $100 = $8.33 each       41 cars for $328 = $8.00 each 

 

Got something you’re looking for or trying to sell? Drop the Editor a line at jstew@bhamrails.info  and 
we’ll include it free of charge for as long as you need. Make sure to include a good description with 
prices (if selling), your name, and contact info.  A good photo or two will help your item sell! 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 
X X 

X 
X 

X 
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Help Others Obtain Merit Awards toward AP Structures 

To the Editor, 
 
I'm currently putting together a web page with nice photos of “scratch built models that have 
earned a “merit award" in the NMRA AP program.  
 
The idea is simply to inspire and encourage others to become involved in the AP Program. When I first 
started in the program, there were very few pictures to be found online so I thought I'd start this page to 
help motivate others to get involved.  It will also give modelers a place to show off their talents and 
creativity.   
 
The only requirements are:  
 
A) The model be predominately "scratch built" and earned a merit award in any NMRA 
region/division.  

B) Anywhere from one to four quality photos.  

C) The model name, e.g. "John Doe Flour Mill" 

D) A short 2-3 sentence description of the model but you don’t need to explain the “build”.  

E) Categories included are: Cars, Structures, Motive Power, and Prototype Models 

 
Anyone interested can email w/photos as attachments to Steve at blueoxtrains@bellsouth.net 
 
If you want to visit the Steve’s website and see how the images will be displayed, follow this link: 
http://store.blueoxtrains.com/scratch-built-models/ 
 
Have a Great Week! 
Steve Funsten 
 

 
 
 
425 Market Place Cell - 404-312-6467 
Roswell GA 30075 Fax - 770-993-4911 
blueoxtrains@bellsouth.net www.blueoxtrains.com 
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Club Directory & News  

News from Steel City Area Model RR Clubs 

Birmingham model railroaders have a great history of club activities.  Since the NMRA’s Steel City 
Division is not a model railroad club, per se, the Division benefits from the work of each of the 
Birmingham area model railroad clubs.  In fact, many Steel City Division members are members of the 
local clubs and vice versa.  The Coupler provides space for the clubs to tell prospective members about 
themselves and to provide readers with news of club activities.  If you are interested in a model 
railroad club, learn about the local groups below, and make contact.  You’ll be glad you did. 

 

The Wrecking Crew MRRC (Philip Griffith Correspondent)  

The Wrecking Crew (http://wreckingcrewbham.com/) is a model railroad 
club formed by 27 local modelers to enjoy and promote the hobby of model 
railroading. It is a diverse group with varied backgrounds, including an 
architect, retired military, commercial photographer, communications 
professionals, engineers and even a professional chef. 

The Wrecking Crew is a 100% NMRA model railroad club.  This means 
NMRA membership is a requirement to join the club.  Being a 100% club has 
distinct advantages as the National organization provides certain benefits to 
100% clubs. 

The Wrecking Crew meets in the basement of McWane Center downtown – see website for 
information.  One of their major activities each year is to host the McWane Science Center’s Magic of 
Model Trains. 

 

The Smokey City Rails MRRC  

(Richard Horton Correspondent) 

The Smokey City Rails MRRC 
(http://www.smokeycityrails.com/)  

The Smokey City Rails Model Railroad Club 

(Richard Horton Correspondent)   

The Smokey City Rails Model Railroad Club is 
a dedicated group of model railroaders from the greater Birmingham metropolitan area whose 
members have joined together to enjoy what we think is the greatest hobby in the world – model 
railroading.  We have members of many ages and experience and try to not only encourage model 
railroading throughout the Southeast, but to personally encourage each other as we grow in our 
knowledge of the multitude of crafts involved in model railroading.  Twice a year we sponsor model 
railroad trade shows at local venues in the Birmingham, AL area.  Additionally, we display our 
portable 16’x38’ layout at various festivals and shows throughout the Southeast.  Smoky City Rails 
meets weekly at the home of a member – see website for more information.  
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The Birmingham N Scale Modular Club  

(Don Dahm Correspondent) 

M e m b e r s h i p  D r i v e !   

Now until January, 2016 all potential members and 
visitors interested in joining:      N O  D U E S !  

For more information call or email:  Don: 205-915-4811    ddon2353@yahoo.com 

The Birmingham N Scale Modular Club (BNSMC)         http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bnsmc/ 

is a diverse group of people working together to bring N-Scale to the public and to raise awareness of 
N-Scale as a viable hobby. We are currently basing our modular designs on the BendTrack standard 
and the T-Trak standard. Anyone interested in joining the group should watch for notice of the 
monthly T-Trak meeting to attend and gain more information. 

 

Black Warrior Model Railroad Association (Correspondent needed) 

The former GM&O railway station was acquired by the City of Northport in 1995. Under the auspices 
of the Northport Historic Preservation Commission and the Black Warrior Model Railroad Association 
in 1999 the structure opened as a model railroad museum.  Admission is free Saturdays from 10:00 - 
1:00.   
 
For more information, visit the station's Facebook Page (https://www.facebook.com/NorthportDepot ) 
 

 Coosa Valley Model Railroad Association (Correspondent needed)  

The CVMRRA operates two model railroad layouts.  The HO scale layout is one of the largest in the 
United States and is on permanent display on the second floor of the Mary G. Hardin Cultural Arts  

Center in Gadsden, Alabama.  The N scale layout is portable and is displayed at various train shows 
and exhibitions throughout the year.  Coosa Valley sponsors great train shows in Gadsden at the Civic 
Center. 

Figure 2: CVMRRA layout at Gadsden.  Layout 

features industry and scenes from the Gadsden 

area including the Gulf States steel mill.  Right, 

April 18, 2015 Coosa Valley Train Show at the 

Gadsden Civic Center. 
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The Coosa Valley MRA is located in the NMRA’s Mid-South Division just outside the Steel City 
Division’s boundary.  The organization’s great layout and good work in the hobby as well as the 
proximity of Gadsden to Birmingham are a great reason to include them in the Coupler’s Club News 
section. 

(http://coosavalleymodelrailroad.com/) 

.   

Magic City Railroad Club  

(Charlton McArthur, Correspondent)  

The Magic City Railroad Club is a model 
railroading club founded in 1989 by Alvin Kesler. 
He and fellow modelers began building a portable 
O-scale train layout divided into 2-foot by 4-foot 
modular sections, which they assembled at various 
model train shows in the Southeast.  The club has 
had permanent layouts at West Lake 
Mall in Bessemer and at the Vestavia Hills City 
Center in the last 20 plus years.  Currently the club 
is understood to be seeking a new permanent home  

The club currently helps to sponsor a Train Show 
with the Smokey City Rails Club a couple of times each year.  The Magic City Railroad Club supports 
the National Model Railroad Association. 

Steel City Shifters Operations Group 

The Steel City Shifters Operating Group is not a formal club, but a group that 
meets on a monthly basis to operate trains on the Birmingham District Model 
RR.  The BDMRR is a steam era layout that represents the heavy industry of 
the Birmingham District between about 1925 and 1955.  The layout is steel 
mill themed and includes red ore mines, coal mines, quarry, coke plant and, of 
course, the steel works.  Way freights handle interchange between the L&N 
and 9 other railroads and passenger trains are run through Birmingham’s L&N 
Station. Operation is performed using JMRI train manifests and switch lists; we use a Dispatcher and 
walkie-talkies for communication. Contact Editor Stewart for more information and visit 
www.bhamrails.info for info on the layout – click on the model railroad logo on the webpage.  Visitors 
are welcome. 

Heart of Dixie RR Museum (Correspondent needed) 

The Heart of Dixie Railroad Museum is the official railroad museum of the state 
of Alabama! We're located just south of Birmingham in Calera, Alabama. Our 
museum features operating standard gauge and narrow gauge trains, 
two restored depots, an indoor collection of railroad artifacts and memorabilia, 
and an outdoor collection of railroad cars, locomotives, and cabooses. 

The museum is dedicated to the preservation, restoration, and operation of 
historically significant railway equipment. Our exhibits, operating railroads, and 

Figure 3: Magic City layout at the West Lake Mall with 

Tex Hawley some years ago. 
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educational programs function as both a unique means of tourism and recreation, and also a way to 
preserve the rich history of Alabama and our nation. 

We hope you'll visit us to ride a train, look at our museum collection, and learn more about Alabama's 
railroad history. Please contact us if you have any questions. We'll see you at the depot! 

 

Central of Alabama RR 
(Joe Mashburn Correspondent) 

The Central of Alabama is located in 
the SER’s Dixie Division in 
Prattville, AL.  In the late 1960's a 
group started the Central Alabama 
Model RR Club in Prattville, Al. 
Wilbur Miller had a model shop in his 
basement and a separate club building 
was constructed by club members in 
his back yard in 1969; trains were 
running in the early 70's.   
 
Chairman Joe ”Chuck ”Mashburn and the Board of Directors of the Central of Alabama made a 

MONUMENTAL DECISION in February, 2015.  It was decided to dismantle this fine old layout and 

start over.  Reasons for the change are the need for improved aisle access and aisle space as well as a 

desire to have a more operations oriented layout. 

 

Joe reports on the concept of proposed layout concept, “As you walk in the right handed door there 
will be a 2' wide section running down the right hand wall then a 2' section down the back wall with 
three 6.5 ' islands with 3.5’ to 4' wide aisles between the islands.  We are not set on track plan yet, but 
will have staging under the center island or under the 20 x 2 section down the right hand wall. There 
will be 2 yards with industrial switching at both ends and towns in between.”  Please contact Phil 
Hutchinson H 334-272-1923 C 334-324-1614 or Joe Mashburn H 334-491-8177 C 251-363-8508 if 
you would like more information or want to lend a hand. 
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About The NMRA and the Southeastern Division 
 

The National Model Railroad Association (NMRA) was founded in 1935 to provide standards, 
education and fellowship for the model railroad community.  Today the organization is international. 

In the United States the NMRA is divided into 15 geographical Regions plus other regions in Canada, 
Great Britain and Australasia.  There are additional NMRA organizations in other foreign countries. 

The Regions are further 
divided into Divisions based 
on county boundaries.  
When you join the NMRA 
national organization you are 
automatically a member of 
the appropriate geographical 
Region.  We’re located in 
the Southeastern Region 
(SER), which includes 15 
Divisions shown on the map. 

Our Steel City Division 
includes 19 counties across 
central Alabama, from the 
Georgia state line to the 
Mississippi state line.  We 
are bordered on the north by 
the Mid-South Division and 
on the south by the Dixie Division.  Southern Alabama and the western panhandle of Florida are 
served by the Gulf Division. 

The Steel City Division (SCD) has over 120 members who represent a very diverse group of modelers 
from all walks of life.  SCD publishes this newsletter and holds monthly meetings. 

• You can learn more about the NMRA at the national website:  www.nmra.org  

• The Southeastern Region (SER) of the NMRA has a website: www.ser-nmra.org. The site 

includes information about the 15 Divisions in the SER of the NMRA. 

• The Steel City Division (SCD) of the SER of the NMRA has a website:  www.scd-nmra.org  

Join the NMRA  

The NMRA has a great “trial” membership called the Rail Pass.  The Rail Pass enables you to join the 
NMRA as a first time member for 6 months for only $10, gaining access to all member features except 
voting including 6 issues of the great NMRA magazine.  The Rail Pass is also available to those who 
have been away from the organization for over two years and would like to revisit membership. 
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Timetable (Send your organization’s event news to the Editor) 

 
Local Regional 

 
Smokey City Rails Train Show 
Helena First Baptist Church 
 
Saturday November 21st, 2015 
 

 
Model Train Show 
Mobile, AL 
 
September 26-27, 2015 
 
See Details above 

 
L&N Historical Society  
Annual Meeting 
 
October 1-3, 2015 
Embassy Suites  
Hoover, AL 
 
Details here 

 
  

 
Atlanta RPM Meet 
Kennesaw, GA 
Southern Museum 
September 18-19, 2015 
 
See Details Above 

 
SER Mini-Meet 
 
November 6-7, 2015 
 (Fri. & Sat.) 
 
See Details Above 

Steel City Division Upcoming Meetings: 

Meetings are at the Hoover Public Library, Room A&B, located adjacent to the I-459 & US-31 
Interchange, 200 Municipal Drive, Hoover, AL 35244   205-444-7800 (see note below) 

 

Meeting time is 6:30 pm       Please be prompt so we can get started and have fun! 

  
September 17th:    (Note: this a 3rd Thursday night) 
Topic: Larry Smith, MMR on “Building Laser Cut Wood Kits” VESTAVIA LIBRARY 
 
October 15th:  Tentative – Elliott Eggleston, “Railfanning on Memory Lane” 
 
November 3rd: TUESDAY   Tentative – Noel Whatley’s “Trains of Thought, Part 2” 
 

NOTE:  The September meetings will be held at the VESTAVIA HILLS LIBRARY because 
Hoover Library is renovating – they are using meeting rooms for temporary storage.  
 

Steel City Meetings are held monthly except December or as otherwise noted. 

If you want to give a clinic or have an idea, please contact the Editor. 

 


