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August Meeting 

Bring your current project 

The program for next Thursday will be “Show and Tell”, so members are encouraged to bring their current 

projects and describe them.  We just ask that it be something that YOU built, painted, kitbashed, or 

scratchbuilt, etc. (ie: more than just something you just bought at the hobby shop that afternoon and pulled 

out of a box). Big or small, simple or complicated, it doesn’t matter…We want to see your work! I will be 

bringing the coke oven project I have been working on (and off) for some time now.  The idea is that I will 

“flex” around the others.  In other words, if we have a lot of activity, I will shorten my program – if we 

have little activity, I will drag my presentation out.  The base program is coke oven operation and complex 

kitbashing/scratchbuilding. 

Come join us at 6:30pm in Meeting Room A&B of the Hoover Library on August 28th. We hope to see 

you all there! – Mark Stone 

Future Meetings 

September 25
th

, 2014 

Hoover Library, Meeting Room A&B, 6:30 pm 

Topic: TBA 

October 30th, 2014 

Hoover Library, Meeting Room A&B, 6:30 pm 

Topic: TBA 

November 20th, 2014 

Hoover Library, Meeting Room A&B, 6:30 pm 

Topic: TBA 

 

Steel City Division Meeting 
Please plan to attend the next meeting on 

Thursday, August 28th, 2014 6:30pm 
Hoover Library, Meeting Room A&B 
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January 15th, 2015 

Hoover Library, Meeting Room A&B, 6:30 pm 

Topic: TBA 

Railway Prototype Modelers Meet Coming to Atlanta 

Kennesaw, Georgia, September 19th - 20th, 2014 

The Southern Railway Historical Association is pleased to announce the Atlanta Railroads Prototype 

Modelers Meet. 

The meet welcomes all model railroaders interested in replicating prototype railroad locomotive, rolling 

stock, structures and locations. The focus is on sharing and learning what modelers are doing and how 

they're doing it. This meet is not a contest and welcomes models in any scale, finished or under-

construction, based on prototype railroad locomotives, rolling stock, structures, and scenes, regardless of 

the modeler's skill level. 

This meet is a joint effort of the SRHA, Atlantic Coast Line & Seaboard Airline Railroads Historical 

Society, Central of Georgia Railway Historical Society, and Nashville Chattanooga & St. Louis 

Preservation Society. 

For more information, visit: http://srha.net/rpm/default.htm 

 

Superintendent’s Office 

Searching for Prototype Modeling Information  
 

By John Stewart, Superintendent    

 

It is hard to believe that school has started again.  When I was 
growing up, and I expect this was true for many of you, school 
started the day after Labor Day.  Hoover Schools started August 7, 2014, which means that I am back to 
driving the big bus again.  And as I said before, I like to imagine how it must have been for a railroad 
passenger engineer to work at staying on schedule on every run.  But that is another story. 

Several things are going on for me that I’ll share this 
month.  Some are forward looking and some are 
backward looking.  You likely know that history of 
local rail and industry is one of my hobbies and that I 
keep a website www.bhamrails.info . 

Recently, our own Philip Griffith gave a very 
interesting presentation at our Division meeting 
about the historical research that he is doing on the 
narrow gauge railroad/tramway that brought coal to 
the Cahaba River Pump Station of the Birmingham 
Waterworks.  This system goes back to the 1880’s and 
the narrow gauge served the pump station with coal 
until about 1948 when the pumps were changed to 
electric power.  That is a pretty good life for a short 
and narrow railroad shown on this 1908 map image. 

http://srha.net/rpm/default.htm
http://www.bhamrails.info/
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Bridge 

Location 

1908 - 

??? 

I really enjoyed Philip’s presentation as it is just the sort of research that I love.  Philip says that he plans 
to build a model version of the “waterworks railroad (WW RR)” and I am looking forward to it. 

As you may know, my Birmingham District Model RR (BDMRR) seeks to represent the rail and industry 
that were typical of Birmingham in the steam era, based on an iron and steel manufacturing economy.  
And you may know that I started my website so that I could share things that I learned about 
Birmingham’s rail and industrial history when I did the type of research for my layout that Philip is doing 
for his.  This is “good stuff” in my book – I enjoy doing it and learning when others do it as well. 

As soon as I got home for the Division meeting I went to my computer and looked up some information in 
my collection that I thought Philip might use for his research project.  I was able to find aerial 
photography from 1941 that clearly shows the path of the WW RR between the pump station and the 
waterworks mine.  I forwarded that to Philip and I think that he found it useful to his work. 

One of the many things that I have wanted to research is the L&N’s spur line from the mainline at Helena 
to the Acton Mines.  Of interest to me, the Acton Mines were located on the present day Riverchase office 
and residential development in Hoover.  The Acton Mines were part of a large coal company in 
Birmingham, the Alabama Fuel & Iron Company (AF&IC).  This company was started in 1905 by the 
DeBardeleben family, one of the industrial “first families” of the Birmingham District, and operated 
continuously until about 1950.  They were closely tied to the L&N and the Central of Georgia RR 
companies who built spurs to the company’s properties at no cost to AF&IC.  Each spur was several mines 
in length:  Acton (L&N) was 8 miles, Overton (C of G) was 11 miles and the (C of G) spurs to the “Henry 
Ellen” properties (my term) were over 10 miles.  Both railroads were good coal customers! 

Back to Acton – I decided to get off dead center on the Acton research and seek out some maps detailing 
the location of the Acton Spur line of the L&N.  I wanted to see if I could locate the entire spur in some 
detail as well as the various mines in the Riverchase area, where I live as well as attend church. 

But there was another project in the works at the same time for my “hysterical” research.  This involved 
the Ensley Southern line from Birmingport to a mine called Maxine.  I wanted to see if I could get details 
on their bridge over the Locust Fork of the Warrior River.  I figured that the Tennessee Coal & Iron (TCI) 
Plat books might be a good place to find this, so that is 
what I went to see.  And I figured while I was doing this, I 
should revisit the Acton Spur and see if I could find TCI Plat 
Book pages for the entire spur. 

So, I went to my “source” for TCI Plat books armed with 
Township, Range and Section number information which I 
had pulled from USGS maps.  In other words, if you aren’t 
familiar with this system, every square mile of land in 
Alabama is located by “Township/Range/Section”.   This is 
a very orderly way to define land areas.  Not all states use 
this system – Tennessee for example is a “metes and 
bounds” state.  Land parcels there are defined wholly by a 
system of angles and bearings from a defined reference 
point.  Anyway, enough about that -   I had my list in hand.  

I did have some success although not as specific as hoped.  
I did find the plat pages for the Ensley Southern crossing at 
Birmingport, but the bridge was erased from the plats 
when it was “erased” (removed) from the landscape.  
Those TCI guys were right up to date, darn it!  The same 
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thing happened for some areas of the Acton Mines, but not all.  In that situation I was told that I might 
find other maps of the Acton “basin” using an old index and I had some success there. 

Now, while I was looking around at the “other” mapping, I thumbed through a 1963 map book and low 
and behold, I found a map of the “Waterworks (coal) Seam” mines in Shelby County, along the Cahaba 
River.  This map showed some abandoned mines (c. 1963) near the pump station that Philip has been 
researching.  And it showed an “old” mine, labeled “Waterworks No. 1 Mine”.  It was not in the same 
location as the mine that Philip had uncovered in his research nor was it located along the one mile track 
of the “WW RR” of Philip’s interest. 

Philip reported he had been told that there was more than one mine serving the waterworks pump 
station, and now we have some evidence to support that.  Of interest to me was that a 1908 USGS map 
showed the same WW RR line that my 1941 aerial photo showed.  And that line led to the mine that Philip 
had found in his research.  So, when did the various mines open?  Did the WW RR have more than one 
line or location?  We don’t know - but we know more than when we started! 

What about Acton?  I obtained the 
map shown here!  Faithful readers 
recall that last year I had a major water 
“flood” when a washer hose burst at 
our house.  It flooded the model 
railroad as well as other parts of the 
house with pretty serious cost and 
cleanup.  Well, the other day we had a 
much smaller water problem, when 
the condensate line on the second 
floor A/C unit clogged and water 
dripped through the ceiling and walls 
of the dining room below.  Thank 
goodness, not so much of a problem as 
before.  But it did require that I call my 
friend from church, who runs Douglas 
Cooling and Heating.  While talking to 
Richard, who has some interest in 
railroads, I told him that I had been 
researching the Acton Spur and Mines in Riverchase, where our church is located.  He said “you know 
where one of the mine openings was, don’t you?”  I indicated that I had always heard it was on church 
property.  He said, “It sure was – it is right under the stage in the Fellowship Hall” where I have performed 
in plays at Church in years past.  So, you NEVER know where you will pick up information to assist your 
research!  By the way, the green star on the map above is about the location of Bob Beaty’s house! (My 
house is off the map to the left.) 

Another friend, James Lowery, a fellow board member for the Mid-South Chapter of the Railway and 
Locomotive Historical Society has a very interesting railroad history project.  James is working to put 
historical markers around the Birmingham area which reference the L&N’s Birmingham Mineral RR.  You 
likely know that after the L&N “saved” the finances of the old South and North Alabama RR from the 
“carpetbaggers” of the Northeast and Southwest RR in 1870, the L&N ended up with a 99 year lease on 
the S&NA as well as the Nashville and Decatur RR built by a fellow named Sloss.  Sound familiar? It 
certainly should!  It’s quite a story, but not for this issue of the newsletter. 

Mine 

Mine 

Mine 

“Old” 

Montgomery Hwy 

in Riverchase 
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Anyway, after the L&N enabled the completion 
of the S&NA line from Birmingham to Decatur, it 
found itself owning a completed railroad with 
NO industry and NO traffic.  So, steps were 
taken to enable and promote industrial 
development in the fledgling Birmingham 
District.  The Birmingham Mineral RR lines were 
built, starting in the 1880’s, to enable mines to 
open around the Birmingham District.  The 
leadership of the L&N was smart enough to 
know that if they enabled (paid for) the 
extensions of branch lines and spurs for new industry, the railroad would create a stream of traffic which 
would pay for these lines.  In fact, this approach was stated in the original study for the S&NA by John 
Milner.  

Ever think of a railroad in Mountain Brook, the fairly exclusive “silk stocking” residential district of 
Birmingham?  Well the Birmingham Mineral went right through Mountain Brook with the last lines 
removed in the 1950’s.  In fact, ,the Birmingham Mineral passed right by the feet of Vulcan – actually the 
RR was there first, as it ran along the crest of Red Mountain from Reader’s Gap in Bessemer to Red Gap in 
Irondale.  It passed from the north to south crest on a bridge over 18th Street below the current location 
of Vulcan Park.  The Vulcan Trail is built on the old railroad bed going toward Green Springs. 

So, that is research that James Lowery is working on and his interests led him to the City Museum of 
Helena, the product of excellent work by Mr. Ken Penhale, whose ancestors came to Helena in the 1870’s 
from Cornwall to mine coal.  Ken Penhale is extremely knowledgeable about the rail and industrial history 
of our area, especially around Helena.  James had arranged a visit to the Museum and I was invited to go, 
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along with Marv Clemons, author, with Lyle Key of Birmingham Rails, one of the best RR books about our 
area.  Marv has another book in the works but that is a story for another day. 

Ken was very helpful, and has some very interesting history about railroads and mines as part of the 
museum. This includes the fateful train wreck on the high bridge of the Birmingha, Brierfield and Blocton 
RR in 1896.  He also answered one of my “Acton Spur” questions – “how did the spur get across Buck 
Creek and the AB&A mainline”.  Answer was “timber trestle and at grade with a diamond”.  Another 
puzzle piece found!  Did you know that the L&N had a nice little yard at Helena?  Here’s an image of that 
with the Acton Branch going off across Buck Creek to the north.  The Birmingham Mineral had a significant 
coal branch south of Helena and this likely helped to fill the yard.  In fact, coal from these parts was used 
to fuel the original tests that proved that iron could be made with coke as a fuel rather than charcoal.  
This was one of the milestones in the Birmingham District in 1878, known as the “Eureka Experiment” 
which was funded in part by the L&N RR Company – another story for another day. 

If you are up for something to do on a weekend, you might want to visit the Helena Museum located in 
the very interesting “Old Town Helena”.  I think you will enjoy it very much and you might find some good 
local history lessons.  Talk to Ken Penhale, you will enjoy the conversation wherever it may lead.  Have 
lunch above the old Buck Creek dam and see if you can “hear” the old Helena Rolling Mill... 

So, what do all these things have in common?  Well, I think a couple of “lessons learned” may be derived 
here.  One is that we live in an area that is VERY rich in railroad history.  If, like Philip Griffith, you are 
looking for a prototype to model, even narrow gauge, you have no further to go than your “own 
backyard”.  Another is the value of friendships in our hobby.  Many things that I have learned and enjoyed 
I have been able to find through friendships developed in our hobby.  And I find that sharing the 
information, tidbits and puzzle pieces that I enjoy, usually is paid back several fold in things that I gain 
from the sharing.  Listening to others and asking questions about their interests are so very important to 
learning and enjoying more about our hobby interests.  Interaction with others leads to good things! 

So, be curious and seek to share your interests with others.  If you have something of value try to share it 
with someone else, but most important, be willing to listen and learn from them.  You will likely be richer 
for doing so.  A great technique is to ask a question and then wait and listen to the answer. 

By the way, speaking of prototype modeling research, there is a meeting coming up in September for the 
Atlanta Railway Prototype Modelers.  It will be held in Kennesaw at the Southern Museum of Civil War 
and Locomotive History.  The meeting will be Friday, September 19th and Saturday, September 20th at 
the Museum.  The Southern Museum of Civil War and Locomotive History is located at 2829 Cherokee 
Street, Kennesaw, Georgia  30144.  For online information see this link http://srha.net/rpm/default.htm  

In fact, Philip Griffith is giving his presentation on the Waterworks RR on Friday at the meeting and John 
Stewart is giving a presentation on Saturday about modeling the Birmingham District in a layout with a 
steel mill theme.  So, if you enjoy prototype modeling please consider this upcoming event which 
promises to be very interesting with a wide range of topics and presentations at a great venue in 
Kennesaw, GA.  See the web link above for registration information, schedules and clinic information.  

– John 

 

 

 

http://srha.net/rpm/default.htm
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Clerk’s Desk 

Chicago Museum of Science and Industry 

By Jason Parham, Secretary 

As I mentioned last 

month, my trip to 

Chicago included a 

visit to the fantastic 

Chicago Museum of 

Science and Industry. Now, if you never have been 

there I will say it is a must see….bottom line! To give a 

local reference, imagine McWane Science Center gone 

completely bonkers. The museum has over 2,000 

exhibits, displayed in 75 major halls. Exhibits include a 

recreation of a vertical shaft coal mine, captured 

German WWII sub U-505, a Boeing 727 (hanging from 

the balcony no less), New York Central steam 

locomotive #999, Burlington’s Pioneer Zephyr, the 

Apollo 8 spacecraft, a live hatchery, a working toy 

assembly line, and a walkthrough model of the human 

heart and a whole lot more. Seriously, you could spend 

an entire day in the place. 

But enough of those exhibits. We’re model railroaders 

right? Well has that museum got something for you. 

Right underneath the previously mentioned 727 

dangling from the ceiling is a 3,500 square foot HO 

scale model railroad. There are a whole lot of houses 

that aren’t 3,500 square feet. Heck, my own home is 

only 1,600 square feet. The layout portrays a 2,200-mile journey from downtown Chicago to Seattle. 

Downtown areas are represented of 

each city and in between are scenes 

representing the Cascade Range, 

Rocky Mountains, waterfalls, and 

forests. Several small towns, 

tunnels, bridges, a lumber mill, a 

steel mill, a fruit packing plant, a 

coal mine, and grain elevators dot 

the mainline along the way as well. 

Each scene has an educational 

placard on the fascia explaining 

what is shown. An example is this 

shot (at right) which shows 

Chicago Union Station in the 

upper-left corner with the platforms 

under the street. The plaque below 

it explains the history of Chicago 

Union Station and its role in the 

movement of passengers. 
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The trains themselves tell a story and have ties to industries represented along the railroad. Examples 

include a unit coal train, an intermodal train, and a manifest freight with centerbeam flats carrying cut 

lumber. The freight 

trains themselves are all 

pulled by modern 

Burlington Northern-

Santa Fe diesels and 

this is no coincidence 

either. BNSF and 

predecessor Santa Fe 

have been sponsors of 

the exhibit since the 

original 2,340 square 

foot Q-scale (1:45 

scale) layout debuted in 

1941. That layout was 

converted into the 

more-common O-scale 

in 1953 and updated 

again in 1988 (again 

with Santa Fe’s help). 

Despite the updates, 

wear and tear from six 

decades of use had 

taken a heavy toll on the railroad and it was retired for good in May 2002. 

The current HO-scale layout debuted in 

November 2002 and was funded with 3.5 

million in donations. The plaque seen here 

shows that in addition to BNSF, the layout 

is also sponsored by quite a few other 

large names as well. 

The interesting thing I found about this 

layout was the railing barrier system used 

to protect it. At McWane, the Wrecking 

Crew has used a tall wood and plexiglass 

barrier to keep curious arms at bay (and 

don’t “kid” yourselves, adults are just as 

bad). It is fairly effective at protecting the 

layout but makes club member access for 

maintenance or fishing out derailed 

equipment cumbersome in some spots. Also, the tall glass impedes conversation between club members 

that may be on the inside and the general public on the outside. I have to say I like the CSI’s setup much 

better. This one is a waist-high railing-topped piece of glass spaced out about 3 or so feet from the layout’s 

edge. It is far enough away to avoid an arm reaching over, but leaves enough room for museum staff (seen 

on the left of the railing in the dark blue coat) to walk freely around the layout’s perimeter and while being 

able to easily carry on a conversation or answer questions from the public. Integrated “step stools” were 

also built into the barrier’s bottom edge in various places to allow younger children a better look. 
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Moving up to the balcony 

situated behind the tail section of 

the 727, we can get a nice 

overhead shot (following page) 

of the layout to truly get a sense 

of its immense size. Even so, the 

portion portraying Seattle extends underneath where I was standing by a few more feet, so it was still 

impossible to get the entire layout in one shot. The layout looked great and ran like a Swiss watch, but by 

now it has already seen 12 years of continuous use which was beginning to show in the colors of the 

scenery are being muted by a grayish haze of dust. One of the museum’s staff manning the layout during 

our visit mentioned that the layout would be taking a break very soon to allow the staff to do some cleaning 

and refreshing of the scenery to get it back into top shape. Great news if you ask me. Hopefully I’ll get a 

chance to see it again after they are done. – Jason 
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News from the NMRA Headquarters 

National News  
A message from Didrik Voss, Manager –  Standards and Conformance Department 

During the last NMRA convention in Cleveland I had a chance to talk to several advocates of competing 

Layout Command Control methods. As you may not know, Layout Command Control, LCC for short, 

describes a method of communicating with accessories on the layout such as turnouts, signals, lights, 

pushbuttons, panel lights on a separate bus from the DCC bus.  By having a separate bus, the DCC bus is 

able to control locomotives much quicker. Let’s face it, the DCC bus was designed in the 1990’s. It has 

great capacity to control locomotive decoders, but when accessories are also controlled through the DCC 

bus, the locomotive will not be as responsive. The burden of running a CTC board or any of the other train 

control method through the DCC bus can further slow the responsiveness of locomotive. 

Many of you are aware of Dr. Bruce Chubb’s C/MRI system or Dr. Gerry Albers’ Signals by Spreadsheet 

approach. NMRA wants to recognize the contribution of these two approaches, as well as others, in the 

Standards. 

As a result, we are working on having these approaches, as well as OpenLCB ©, fully described in the 

NMRA standards. In other words, NMRA will be a repository of different methods to accomplish the same 

goals. We hope to provide a clear and brief description of each approach, so that you may select the 

approach that best matches your needs and capabilities. 

In order for an LCC method to be approved, NMRA will use the following criteria: 

1.       The method has been developed to the point where it is working on several layouts not owned by the 

developers of the method. 

2.       Devices and programs used to operate the method may be manufactured or written by competing 

manufacturers for no compensation to the original developers of the method. 

3.       All patents or copyrights associated with the method will be signed over to NMRA at no cost and 

NMRA will have the authority to sub-license competing manufacturers in their use. 

4.       The original developers of the method agree to continue their support in updating and improving the 

NMRA standards used to describe the method. 

Additional requirements may be added as this new approach to publishing standards as the program 

develops. 

Didrik A. Voss, MMR 

Manager, S&C Dept 

NMRA 

 

Additional Awards  - 
In addition to the awards presented at the 2014 NMRA Convention in Cleveland that were mentioned in 

last month’ InfoNet News, the Pioneer Award was also presented to Dave Osment and Harold  Rosenlund. 

 

2015 Election Update 
Nominating Committee Chair Tony Koester's report was presented to the Board of Directors at the Annual 

BOD Meeting in Cleveland. Unfortunately, about a week after the Convention Banquet, the only candidate 

for At-Large-North American Director (ALNAD) withdrew his name from consideration. There is no 

procedure in the Executive Handbook to cover such an occurrence. With input from 

Nominations Committee Chair Tony Koester and the approval of NMRA Counsel Bob Amsler and 

the Board of Directors, we will be following the schedule shown below for this election only.  These are the 

current proposed slate of candidates and procedures: 

Proposed Slate of Candidates 
President 

Charlie Getz 
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Vice President / Administration 

Clark Kooning 

Dave Thornton 

Vice President / Special Projects 

Gerry Leone 

At-Large North American  Director (ALNAD) 

(name withdrawn by  request) 

Eastern District Director  (EDD) 

Joe Gelmini 

Pacific District Director  (PDD) 

Mike Bartlett 

Kelly Loyd 

 

All positions except for ALNAD 
The five positions except for ALNAD are now in the By-Petition phase. The By-Petition Process is 

explained under Article X Nominations, Ballots, and Voting paragraph #3. Your petition needs to be 

presented to the Secretary no later than September 15, 2014. 

 

The ALNAD position 
The ALNAD position is still in the normal Nominating Committee Process. There are currently 

two candidates that have already gone through the Nominating Committee Process. If you are interested in 

being a candidate for the ALNAD position, contact Nominating Committee Chair Tony Koester 

at nkpfan@ptd.net. The deadline for this phase of the process is August 31, 2014. 

Once the Nominating Committee Chair has made his report, the ALNAD position will then go into the By-

petition Process. 

All future updates to the 2015 election process will only be found on the NMRA website. 

John Stevens 

NMRA Secretary 

snevets4@bellsouth.net 

 

Plans to reincorporate  cancelled . 

The NMRA has cancelled plans to  reincorporate in the State of Missouri because recent changes to Ohio 

non-profit law  have made remaining an Ohio corporation much more favorable to  us. 

 

Vertical integration of the  NMRA 
Work on vertically integrating the NMRA is continuing. This vertical integration will give every Region 

and Division 501(c)(3) not-for-profit status with a  minimal hassle to all parties. In addition, Charlie Getz 

stressed that each  Division and Region will continue to control its own programs and finances -  NMRA 

National will not get involved in the day-to-day business of Divisions and  Regions. Currently two Regions 

and one Division will be used as a test case to see if or where problems develop. Those problems will be 

worked out before the plan is introduced to the entire NMRA system.  

 

NMRA Marketing Director  resigns 
John Parrish, NMRA Marketing Director, resigned his position because of time commitments. President 

Charlie Getz is currently looking for a  replacement 

 

FULL TRANSCRIPT OF MEMBERSHIP MEETING AVAILABLE  ONLINE 
On Wednesday, July 16, the NMRA held its Annual General Membership Meeting, which was combined 

with a "Meet the President" session. This meeting was packed with facts about the NMRA, its current state 

and its future as well as its programs, plans, and  finances. 

javascript-blocked-blocked:parent.wgMail.openComposeWindow('nkpfan@ptd.net')
javascript-blocked-blocked:parent.wgMail.openComposeWindow('snevets4@bellsouth.net')
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A full transcript of this meeting is available on the NMRA website at 

http://www.nmra.org/general-membership-meeting-july-2014 

and includes member comments  and questions, along with Board and Officer answers. We urge every 

NMRA member who is interested in the governance and future of the NMRA to read though this highly 

informative document. 

 

SER News 

2015 SER Convention 

Registration is open for Palmetto Excursion, the 2015 SER Convention, hosted by the Palmetto Division.  

For more information about the convention, visit www.palmetto-excursion.org. 

2016 SER Convention 

Membership approved Rocket City Rails, the 2016 SER Convention to be held in Huntsville, AL and 

hosted by the Mid-South Division. 

2014 Mini-Meet 

This fall's mini-meet will be held September 27th in Huntsville, AL and hosted by the Mid-South Division.  

The mini-meet will include clinics and layout tours.  Anyone registered at the mini-meet hotel will receive 

discounted admission to the U.S. Space & Rocket Center.  Look for additional information in future e-

newsletters. 

Division Happenings 

 August 23rd.  The Piedmont Division will hold its next Train N’ Camp Session at Hobbytown USA 

in Kennesaw, GA.  This session’s topic is “The NMRA Achievement Program.”  Train N’ Camp 

sessions are open to all NMRA members, and best of all, the sessions are free.  Visit the Piedmont 

Division website for additional information, www.piedmont-div.org. 

 August 30th and 31st, September 6th and 7th.    The Cumberland Division will participate in Day 

Out with Thomas at the Tennessee Central Railway Museum.  For additional information, visit 

www.tcry.org. 

 September 5th - 14th.  The Cumberland Division will display its HO layout at the Tennessee State 

Fair. 

 November 1st. Soule' Live Steam Festival and Meridian Railroad Museum Railfest weekend. A 

model train show starts early Saturday morning and will be complimented with visiting prototype 

equipment displayed adjacent to Union Station. For more information go to 

www.soulelivesteam.com. 

 November 22nd - 23rd.  The 2014 Pensacola Model Train Show will be held at the Hadji Shrine 

Temple, 800 West Nine Mile Road, Pensacola, FL.  For additional information, visit the Gulf 

Division page at ser-nmra.org/division/gulf. 

Photo of the Month 

Continuing with last month’s theme of funky down-south shortline cabooses, we have yet another photo 

from Ed Stohl of a subject from the state of Mississippi. This month features a great example from the 

Meridian & Bigbee. While the M&B’s cars were a bit more modern (being of steel construction) than those 

of the Fernwood Columbia & Gulf, they were equally as Spartan in construction. Probably the first thing 

you will notice is that they lack any sort of cupola or bay window which we usually associate with 

cabooses. “Ah, but this is a short-range transfer caboose” you think. Nope! These are indeed road cabooses 

and photo evidence does show them in service behind train between Meridian, Miss and Myrtlewood, AL. 

http://www.nmra.org/general-membership-meeting-july-2014
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I think that these were originally wood sided cars (with centered cupolas) and were rebuilt with steel sides 

at a later date, perhaps losing the cupolas at that time. I love their unusual “no frills” look but I’ve never 

really been able figure out the history on these cars. Were they originally homebuilt by the railroad or 

purchased secondhand? Who knows. If you would like to see one of these cars today, sister car #106 is 

preserved at Meridian Union Station and is in great condition. I’m not sure if #107 still exists today or not. 

Until next month…... – Jason 

PS: I’m always on the hunt for interesting photos to use. If you have one you would like to volunteer for 

future use (either vintage or present day), please let me know.  

Steel City Swap Meet 

Got something you’re looking for or trying to sell? Drop me a line at gmo1515@comcast.net and we’ll 

include it free of charge for as long as you need. Make sure to include a good description with prices (if 

selling), your name, and contact info. 

For Sale: Set of 6 - HO scale 1960's 70-ton wood chip hoppers, N&W road name, with loads, $50 

Preiser HO figures, Set #10071 - reclining sunbathers , $9 

Athearn RTR HO loco, GE Dash9-44CW, CSX #9009, w/Digitrax decoder and operating ditch lights, $75 

Craig Gardner 

979-2666 

jcgard@bellsouth.net 

For Sale: Shinohara #4 wye switch, $10; NC Bridge Co. 56' wooden truss bridge kit, $10; Colorado Tree 

Co.60' low trestle kit, $11. 

Joe Gamble 

969-2478 

jggjwg@att.net 

mailto:gmo1515@comcast.net
../AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/jcgard@bellsouth.net
mailto:jggjwg@att.net
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Steel City Division Officers 

 

Superintendent  John Stewart 205-901-3790 jstew@bhamrails.info 

Assist. Superintendent Mark Stone 205-637-6733  mark.stone@kbr.com 

Secretary   Jason Parham 205-534-6529 gmo1515@comcast.net 

Treasurer   Carey Ketchum 205-871-5495 cketchu1@bellsouth.net 

If you can receive your 
“Coupler” via 

e-mail, you can help save 
printing costs.   Send your 

e-mail address to 

gmo1515@comcast.
net 

 

Timetable 

Atlanta Railroads Prototype Modelers Meet 

Friday & Saturday, September 19 & 20, 2014 

The Southern Museum of Civil War and Locomotive History 

2829 Cherokee St., Kennesaw, GA 30144 

(For more information, visit http://srha.net/rpm/default.htm or contact Frank Greene 901-487-5782 

frgreene290@comcast.net) 

Southeastern Region Mini-Meet 

September 27
th

, 2014 

Huntsville, AL  

Hosted by the Mid-South Division 

Manchester Railroad Days  

Oct. 17 & 18, 2014  

Manchester Mill  

Manchester, GA 

Big Wally’s Train Show  

November 8, 2014  

Helena Baptist Church  

Helena, AL 

Greenberg’s Train & Toy Show  

Saturday & Sunday, Nov. 15 & 16, 2014  

Cobb Galleria Centre  

Atlanta, GA 

Smokey City Rails & Magic Valley Chapter TCA Train Show and Sale 

December 6
th

, 2014 9am-4pm 

Pelham Civic Complex 

Pelham, AL 

Piedmont Division Train Show 

Saturday & Sunday, March 14 & 15, 2014 

Cobb Galleria Centre 

Atlanta, GA 
 

Steel City Division Meetings: 

2014: 7/31, 8/28, 9/25, 10/30, 11/20 

2015:  1/15, (Later dates TBD due to change in venue)  

../AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/mark.stone@kbr.com
mailto:gmo1515@comcast.net
http://srha.net/rpm/default.htm
mailto:frgreene290@comcast.net

