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January Meeting: One-time use molds with Larry Smith 

This month’s clinic is on 

building and using one time 

molds.  There are many times 

that we need to make a 

casting for a structure or 

rocks or bridge abutments.  

These casting will never be 

used again so why go to the 

trouble to make them out of 

rubber and the long tedious 

process involved with that.  

Make a temporary mold then 

tear it apart if you don’t need 

it again.  I will demonstrate 

the use of these molds using 

wood, styrene, cardboard and 

aluminum foil. 

This is an example of a temporary mold that was made for a coal tipple I’m building.  Come join us on 

January 16
th

 at 7pm at the Vestavia Hills United Methodist Church (Room 203) and I will teach how I 

did it in the clinic.     

January Layout Tour: Taking a month off 

There will not be a layout open house this month. 

 

 

 

Steel City Division Meeting 
Please plan to attend the next meeting on 

Thursday, January 16th, 2014 7:00pm 
Vestavia Hills United Methodist Church, Room 203 
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Along the Line – Prototype Railroad News 

New Book by Birmingham author Tom Lawson (and get it signed!) 

The Railway & Locomotive Historical Society 

(R&LHS) Mid South Chapter is very pleased to 

announce a book signing with Tom Lawson for his 

new book, Steel Mill Railroads, Volume 6, Southern 

Style, with Steve Timko, published by Morning Sun 

Books. Unlike the first five volumes, this one will focus 

exclusively on railroads below the Ohio River 

associated with iron and steel production at facilities. 

While other locations are featured, obviously the 

Birmingham area will be of prime interest. 

A book signing will be held Saturday, March 8, at the 

regular 2:00 pm meeting of the R&LHS at Historic 

Leeds Depot, downtown Leeds, AL.  Tom will be 

available to sign your book and answer questions in a 

very informal setting.  (See how to advance order at 

discount below.) 

The book became available January 5, 2014.  John 

Stewart recently met with Tom Lawson in Birmingham, 

to visit and review the new book. 

The book is a wonderful graphic catalogue of high 

quality color pictures of industrial locomotives from 

steel and steel related industry around the southeastern 

United States.  Each photo caption is informative and a 

number of picture sets and captions tell stories from Tom Lawson’s extensive career dealing with and 

helping to operate industrial railroads. 

If you are a railfan or a modeler with industrial sites on your railroad, you will really enjoy the color photos 

of industrial locomotives on-the-job with informative captions provided by Tom Lawson.  Filled with full 

size diesels as well as “critters” and some interesting one-of-a-kind rolling stock you get a look that many 

of us only wish for looking “through the fence” at our favorite industrial switching sites. 

Did you ever wonder how many trains were required at a big steel plant every day? 

In regard to just this one of John’s many questions, Tom provided the following information.  Note that 

items in “(  )” are by Lawson and “[   ]” are by Stewart.  Stewart asked “How many trains were run each 

day to serve the US Steel Works at Fairfield and Ensley?”  Tom provided this answer: 

“When I became Locomotive Terminal Foreman at FWX [USS, Fairfield Works, Birmingham, AL] in 1968, 

here are the 34 locomotives that were on the roster of the actively in service and maintained units: 

4 - Alco S-2 models (Nos. 3, 5, 6 and 7) 

2 - Alco RS-1 models (Nos. 8 and 10) 

1 - Alco S-1 (No. 62) 

2 - BLW VO1000 models (Nos. 12 and 13) 

5 - E.M.D. SW8 units (Nos. 81-85 complete) 

3 - E.M.D. NW2 units (Nos. 15-17 complete) 
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3 - E.M.D. SW1 units (Nos. 63-65 complete) 

8 - BLH S12 Models (Nos. 121-128 complete) 

1 - BLW DRS6-6-1500 (No. 162) 

5 - BLH AS16 Models (Nos. 163-167 complete) 

34 total locomotives (also had on property seven additional unserviceable Alco and Baldwin units, 

some derelict) 

Now, when the steel mill was really doing booming business, we had this many crews working just on DAY 

shift: 

2 - Stockhouse trestles (one Ensley, one Fairfield) 

3 - Ensley blast furnaces  [6 furnaces operating, believed about 400 tons per day capacity] 

4 - Road jobs (the big 1600 h.p. Baldwins) 

2 - Ensley yard 

2 - Locomotive hostlers (Ensley Terminal) 

1 - Pratt Shops switcher (always No. 62) 

1 - Ore Condition Plant (Wenonah) 

2 - Coke works (Fairfield) 

2 - Fairfield open hearths 

1 - Fairfield billet yard (always one of the E.M.D. SW1's) 

4 - Fairfield yard 

3 - Fairfield blast furnaces  [3 furnaces, believed to be about 1200 tons per day capacity] 

27 jobs (locomotives) working just on days! 

Usually, there were anywhere from four-to-six locomotives out of the "active" fleet not available on any 

given weekday because of inspections, light repairs or needed heavy rebuilding. So if I had only 28 or 29 

locomotives available for service at 6 A.M. on a weekday morning, and I was expected to assign 27 of them 

for service, that sure didn't given you any room to service locomotives needing to be fueled and sanded, 

etc., or to have a back-up unit or two in case of breakdowns or other emergencies. Got to be a helluva' job 

at times, but I enjoyed it! 

Normally there were only three road jobs (worked each shift around-the-clock), but when things got really 

busy, they would put on a fourth road job (called "No. 10 Road") which worked dayshift, Mon.-Fri. only. 

Then when the need slacked off, the No. 10 Road job would be abolished and I wouldn't have to worry 

about an engine for it! 

The Fairfield blast furnaces would also occasionally have a fourth train crew just working dayshift. This 

was especially true if they were running the pig iron casting machine at Fairfield. That required extra 

switching was not normally required when the "pig machine" was not in use. But this fourth engine at the 

Fairfield furnaces only happened maybe four times during my more than seven years at the Locomotive 

Terminal.” 

What an operation that must have been! 

Time spent with Tom Lawson is always enjoyable and always informative.  Tom’s career included time at 

US Steel in Birmingham, noted above, as well as time with Birmingham Rail and Locomotive.  In addition, 

Tom ran his own business for many years buying and selling locomotives for heavy industry. 
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Tom has authored several books including this latest one, Steel Mill Railroads, Volume 6, Southern Style, 

with Steve Timko published by Morning Sun Books.  Tom has published several books under his own 

publishing label, Cabbage Stack, including Logging Railroads of Alabama, Shay: The Supplement, and 

Locomotives of the Southern Iron and Equipment Company. 

I recommend this brand new book, Steel Mill Railroads, Volume 6, Southern Style.  It is a full color picture 

history of diesel (and a few steam) locomotives from steel and steel related industry across the southern 

states including many in Birmingham.  If you are interested in an enjoyable learning experience in pictures 

of the southern states industrial motive power, including Birmingham’s own industries at US Steel, 

Woodward, Republic and others, then you will enjoy Tom’s latest book.  There is a mini-story with nearly 

every picture’s caption told as only Tom can tell them. 

------------------------------------ 

Advance order your book at a discount! 

Copies of Tom’s brand new book can be ordered in advance of the meeting at a discount through the Mid 

South Chapter of the Railway and Locomotive Historical Society (R&LHS) by contacting R&LHS 

Member John Stewart.   

Copies are $50.00 each (retail is $59.95), paid by advance check or cash (plus postage if not picked up in 

person).  You may advance order your book and it will be available at the March 8 meeting, or arrange to 

pick them up from John.   

John’s email is jstew@bhamrails.info.   

Proceeds of books purchased through the R&LHS will go to the society’s Mid South Chapter. 

Table of Contents 

 Chapter 1:    Coal Suppliers 

 Chapter 2:    Coke Making 

 Chapter 3:    Scrap Processing Companies 

 Chapter 4:    Slag Handling and Processing Companies 

 Chapter 5:    Steel Companies 

 Chapter 6:    Steel-serving Shortline Railroads 

 Chapter 7:    Freight Car Builders & Equipment Repair Facilities 

 Chapter 8:    Foundries & Pipe Companies 

 Chapter 9:    Shipbuilding & Dry Dock Companies 

 Chapter 10:    Miscellaneous 

Superintendent’s Office 

How to Model Realistic Water 
By John Stewart, Superintendent    

 

A couple of months ago, MMR Bob Beaty gave a great 

presentation/clinic at the Mini-Meet held in Philadelphia, MS.  

Bob’s topic was How to Model Water. 

I recently had an experience “modeling” real water on the 

layout… 

mailto:jstew@bhamrails.info
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My wife and I were in Albany, NY visiting our oldest son, daughter in law and granddaughter Izzy, the 

train crazy three year old.  On Friday, November 8
th

, the phone rang…….. at 1:30 a.m. 

Our house & dog sitter Jessica was calling in a panic.  A washer hose had burst and water was everywhere 

in the kitchen, living room and headed for the dining room. 

My first question was “Did you turn off the water?” to which she said “Yes, but I didn’t hear it for over an 

hour.”  Holy Niagara! 

My second question was “What does the layout room look like?”  She ran downstairs, holding her cell 

phone and said “Water is coming out of the light fixtures and is all over everything and on the floor.” Holy 

Hazard! 

I couldn’t think of a third question…   As Thomas the Tank Engine would say “Cinders and Ashes!!!” 

I called my insurance company at 2 a.m. and they recommended some clean up companies.  I called 

Servpro in Birmingham at 2:30 a.m. and they had a crew at the house at 3:30 a.m. on Saturday morning.  

Holy Overtime!  

At one point in the wee hours, the neighbors looked out the window and saw a van with two big guys 

carrying stuff from the house.  They knew we were out of town and that we had a house sitter, but all they 

saw as stuff moving out the door.  So, they called the police!  Holy Hoover! 

We are told that there were two big guys driving water vacs around the house (think Zamboni machines) 

when two of Hoover’s finest called out on a megaphone, “Jessica, Jessica Campbell – are you in the 

house?”  The Zamboni drivers suddenly found themselves on the wrong end of two officers with holsters 

unsnapped…  Holy Handgun! 

But things quickly calmed down when the police realized what was going on.  All that was being removed 

from the house were sacks of water logged carpet, pad, ceiling tiles and insulation. 

We had damage in the kitchen, laundry room, living room and downstairs in layout rooms, the den and 

downstairs foyer at the bottom of the stairs.  At a minimum the carpets had to be pulled back, pad removed 

and many days of dehumidifiers and fans humming and humming and humming and…  Holy Headache! 

As for the layout many of you know it did not have much scenery so that was a good thing.  Actual damage 

to the layout itself was minimal.  That first Saturday one of my sons and friend Craig Gardner moved items 

and rolling stock, control systems and locomotives off the layout to dry ground. 

The Servpro crews had to cut out all the carpet in both layout rooms, since it couldn’t be pulled back 

because of all the legs of the layout.  The pad had to be removed and carpet allowed to dry – so it was “cut 

it out and bag it up” to the dump.  Back to bare concrete floors for the layout room. 

So this was the scene when we returned home from Albany 4 days later on November 13th.  (Sigh)   

As it turned out the kitchen tile had to be removed as the underlayment was not cement board but was 

MDF. Servpro and the insurance company agreed it would never really dry out.  As Thomas the Tank 

Engine might say “Mold and Mildew!”  All I could say was “Grrr” and my wife said other things.  We 

finally convinced ourselves it was a good thing not to decorate for the holidays!  Right. 

If you have been through this, and I find that many folks have, then you know it is a pain in the caboose.  

Servpro was absolutely great and so far it appears that the insurance company has been as well.  We found 

a great flooring company in Riverchase Flooring to do repair and replacement work on tile and carpet. 

My wife seized on the opportunity, of course, to make lemonade out of washer water – sort of.  All the 

“other” flooring projects that I had been dodging for several years were “back on the table”, with a 

vengeance.  “But Honey, the house is already torn up and they are going to be here doing work and…”  I 

know when I am licked.  And of course the insurance company wasn’t going to pay for that.  But enough of 

my troubles. 



TThhee  SStteeeell  CCiittyy  CCoouupplleerr  ––  JJaannuuaarryy  22001144    6  

Here was the most important question:  “How do you install carpet under the layout and all its legs?” 

I had been thinking about this key question pretty much full time since I had enough coffee the “morning 

after” the phone call from the house sitter.  Finally it hit me: 

Hang the layout from the ceiling! 

That way, the legs could be removed, the carpet laid down 

and then the legs put back.  So, Craig Gardner and I 

proceeded to do just that over the course of several days. 

If you have visited the layout, you know that parts of it are 

narrow shelf style and the narrow parts, about 1 foot or so 

were supported on the wall with metal shelf brackets.  But 

much more of the layout wider than 15 inches had legs as 

did the Red Mountain peninsula which is about 16 feet long 

and 6 feet wide, more or less.  So did the steel works 

peninsula and the main yard. 

Fortunately, my inner engineer kicked into gear.  We 

decided to make large wooden wall brackets to support 

the rest of the wall-shelf parts of the layout, and where 

possible anchor the peninsulas for Red Mountain and the 

Steel Mill to the wall.  Hanging is one thing, swaying in 

the breeze is another. 

The peninsulas were hung with “skyhooks” from the 

ceiling, accessing the floor joists, using big screw hooks 

and multi-strand steel cable.  Serious technical reviews 

were held in the aisles of Lowes:   

“Do you think that stuff looks strong enough?  I don’t 

know what do you think?  Well I guess so…”   

After all how much could Red Mountain weigh?  How 

much for a steel mill?  How about a quarry? 

Again, without a lot of scenery, all we had to do was extend a cable down through the benchwork and 

anchor it to a screw eye hook so that we could adjust the tension.   The lower hooks were set in a spreader 

under the L-girders. When completed the layout sounded like a 

bass fiddle convention!  Thoomb, thoomba, thoomb… 

By the time arrangements had been made with the carpet 

installers, the layout was floating majestically above the concrete 

with nary a leg in sight.  And the carpet guys were real pros, 

working on hands and knees beneath the layout without concern 

for the mountain of red iron ore and a steel mill over their heads.  

They worked hard and were very good at their jobs.  Soon the 

concrete was re-covered in a very close match to the original 

carpet. 

In the meantime the rest of the house has slowly gotten back in 

shape.  We didn’t have a Christmas tree because there was no 

place to put it.  The living room was so full of furniture the 

remote to the TV wouldn’t work, and there was no place to sit 

anyway.  Some days it was the sound of sanders and others it was the hammering and chipping of tile 

removal.  The fans weren’t all gone for over a month.  
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It has been two months since that fateful phone call, and we are almost back to a semblance of normal.  The 

layout runs, cars have been replaced in yards and spurs and things are getting back to where they were 

before the “real water” hit the layout.  We did miss the January operations session and the stockholders are 

getting impatient, not to mention shippers and consignees.  But things will soon be back to normal. Happy 

New Year! – John 

Clerk’s Desk 

Should Old Acquaintance be forgot... 

By Jason Parham, Secretary 

Well January is here and that brings a new year, some stupid cold weather, 

and time for those resolutions that you will probably have broken by 

sometime in mid-February…if that long. 

It might be weight, it might be smoking, it might be swearing or who 

knows what else. More than likely, there is something you wish to make 

better on. But what about this hobby? Have you considered making a 

resolution for model railroading? Maybe its about time you did. When was 

the last time you tried something new? Different? Challenging? 

But where do you start? Perhaps I could offer a few suggestions: 

1. Push your skill level a bit: Have you ever built a craftsman level kit? There are as many options as 

there are modelers from structures to rolling stock. Granted some can be quite intimidating (even 

for advanced modelers) but that doesn’t mean you have to start there. The growth of laser cut wood 

kits has resulted in an explosion of kits available from companies like American Model Builders, 

B.T.S, Blair Line, Bar Mills, GC Laser, Branchline, and many others. The result is an endless 

selection of models that have not only expanded modeling options but allowed many of us to build 

on a level that seemed unobtainable just a few years ago. Some kits are priced as low as $20 so 

getting you feet wet in craftsman kits won’t cost an arm and a leg. Maybe you’ve got a craftsman 

kit or two under your belt and ought to try something at the next level like scratchbuilding. If you 

really think about it, scratchbuilding isn’t that much harder that doing a typical craftsman kit.  

2. Strive towards an AP goal: That may tie into the first item for things like scenery, structures, 

motive power and rolling stock, a bit but there are many AP certificates you can earn without even 

so much as picking up a hobby knife. Offering your time at a convention, serving as an officer on 

the division (or region or national) level, or conducting clinics all earns points towards the 

Association Volunteer AP Certificate. You can contribute quite a bit of credit towards the Author 

Certificate by simply helping us contribute to this newsletter. John’s “letter to the editor” that got 

published in the NMRA Magazine also counts toward this. Remember I mentioned about 

conducting a clinic? Any handouts you make for the attendees also counts towards Author. 

3. Attend a convention: I’ll be honest; I was disappointed in how many of you actually attended the 

NMRA National Convention last year in Atlanta. It had been quite a while since one had come this 

close to us and it may be quite a while before coming back. No matter, as there are several more 

coming our way and the learning and education from the clinics and camaraderie that develops from 

those in attendance is well worth the price. Southern Rails will be Friday & Saturday, February 7 & 

8 at Callaway Gardens in Pine Mountain, Georgia. From June 13
th

 through the 15
th

, the SER’s 

annual regional convention “Rails Across the River” will be in Memphis TN in conjunction with the 

Mid-Continent Region.  Later in the year will be Atlanta Railroads Prototype Modelers Meet on 

Friday & Saturday, September 19 & 20, 2014. The Southern Museum of Civil War and Locomotive 
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History in Kennesaw, GA 30144 will host that one. I’ve listed all of these events in the Timetable 

section on page 11 as well. 

4. Try operations: Not that there is anything wrong with running trains around in circles, but if that is 

all you do then you are missing out in a lot of fun. As of right now, we have two model railroaders 

(John Stewart and Craig Gardner) offering monthly operating sessions on their layouts. Hopefully, 

we might have a third layout join the rotation this year as well. Operating a railroad in a prototypical 

manner really makes is come alive and it is quite fun, and sometimes challenging, trying to figure 

out how to get the freight over the railroad in a timely manner. We would love to see you there. 

5. Get someone else in the hobby: Really, is there any greater thing you can do in this hobby than to 

bring someone else into the fold of the “World’s Greatest Hobby”? 

6. Remember to replace your washing machine hoses every 4-5 years. What does that have to do 

with model railroading? Well, ask John Stewart about that one…… – Jason 

News from the NMRA Headquarters 

Mid-Year board meeting in February 

The mid-year Board of Directors meeting will be held in Las Vegas, NV. on February 14, 15, and 16.   The 

location has yet to be determined.  The Budget and Operations meeting will begin at 2:00pm on Friday, 

February 14th, and the Board will be in caucus that evening (Board and invited guests only).  The regular 

BOD meeting begins at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, February 15 and is scheduled to run until late afternoon on 

Sunday, February16th.  All members are invited to attend the open sessions.  Watch www.nmra.org for the 

announcement of the meeting location. 

NMRA Sells HQ Building to Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum 

 It is now official.  The NMRA sold the Headquarters Building to the Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum 

on December 31, 2013 for the sum of $900,000 less part of the closing expenses.  We now have liquid 

assets backing our major commitments (Life Fund, future year dues and subscriptions, and other future 

commitments) rather than the non-liquid "brick" value of the building.  This concludes a plan that has been 

discussed in the magazine since before 2007, but the timing and circumstances were never favorable or 

attractive until now. 

In January, 2013, TVRM unexpectedly approached the NMRA and asked if we might consider selling the 

building to them as they had a need for more space and our building would meet their needs...and they had 

the right of first refusal if we were to sell.  Between January and July, The President of TVRM and the 

NMRA CFO negotiated terms and conditions and TVRM made a formal purchase offer in July, 2013.  One 

of the common conditions was that the closing would occur at or before the end of 2013 so that TVRM 

could negotiate the best financing for multiple property purchases along Cromwell Road. 

Once the NMRA BOD accepted the formal offer, the NMRA CAO and CFO started the transition process.  

Our CAO found a location with both office and storage space in the same building about 20 miles north of 

the Cromwell Road location.  It is in a growing part of Chattanooga, happens to be more convenient for our 

staff, and we are in a space that will cost less than our total cost for the Cromwell location. 

The HQ staff began an orderly process of moving the offices without disruption, the Library collections so 

they were still accessible, the online archive material, and the large Museum collection that includes 

everything from layouts to posters.  We sorted, organized, and moved a bit at a time so that there would be 

no service disruptions and minimal cost.  Today, after four months, we are completely moved into our new 

offices and plan to stay there for many years...or until conditions again change significantly and warrant 

another option.  -Frank Koch, NMRA CFO 

 

www.nmra.org%20
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SER News 

100% club makes "Model Railroad Magic" in Atlanta 

 On Saturday, Dec. 7, 2013, one of the SER's Piedmont Division clubs, the North Atlanta Rail Barons 

(NARBs), a 100% NMRA club, followed NMRA National's "Build A Memory" layout concept with their 

own "Model Railroad Magic" demonstration in conjunction with a Home Depot store in Woodstock, GA, 

an Atlanta suburb.  

In only three and a half weeks a determined and dedicated group led by NARB members Walt Liles, 

Howard Goodwin and Perry Lamb, built not only a completed demonstration layout, but another which was 

purposely displayed as "under construction."   They also solicited and received material and product 

donations from Home Depot, Athearn, Bachmann, Blue Ox Trains, Scenic Express, Signarama, 

Trainmaster Models hobby shop, Woodland Scenics and additional support from the Piedmont Division. 

An estimated 200-300 morning shoppers visited the store, many stopping to ask questions and to accept 

free NMRA informational handouts.  Both Home Depot and the NARBs agreed "Model Railroad Magic" 

was a success and well worth the effort to publicly demonstrate and share the fun of model railroading in 

time for the holidays. The completed 4' x 4' HO scale layout was donated in memory of Michelle Lamb to 

the Wellstar Hospital Foundation in Atlanta. 

You can see a FoxNews story about "Model Railroad Magic" at 

 http://www.myfoxatlanta.com/story/24233442/model-trains-bring-sick-children-joy . 

Division Happenings 

 Darryl Alexander and Richard Horton of The Smokey City Rails Model Railroad Club in 

Birmingham, AL held their annual club luncheon Saturday January 11th.  After the meal a short 

business meeting was held and new officers were elected for 2014. The new officers are President 

Dondi Howell, Vice President Robbie Sims, Treasurer Jim Woodrow and Secretary Darryl 

Alexander. 

 The Magic of Model Trains, hosted by The Wrecking Crew, a 100% NMRA club based in the Steel 

City Division, opened November 9th and runs to January 26th, 2014 at Birmingham’s McWane 

Science Center.   For more information visit http://www.mcwane.org/. 

 The Land O’ Sky Division will conduct elections for Superintendent and Paymaster at the next 

division meeting.  The meeting will be held Saturday, January 18th, 2014 at the County Library in 

Fletcher. 

 Congratulations to the following members elected to the Piedmont Division Board of Directors:  

Superintendent Peter Youngblood, MMR, Director of Finance Joe Sullivan, Director of Operations 

Walt Liles, and Directors at Large Alan Mole, Joe Nichols, Jr., MMR, and Norm Lundin. 

 An interview with Central Savannah River Division member Don Barnes and an article on the 

Aiken, SC depot museum layout are included in the just published Great Model Railroads 2014.   

Kalmbach has also confirmed Steve Prevette's N Scale Burnt Hills and Big Flats railroad will be 

carried in Great Model Railroads 2015. 

Photo of the Month 

This month we bring a return to the “Mystery Photo” format that we have done in the past. For your 

enjoyment, SCD member Noel Whatley has provided a wonderful Frank Ardrey shot of a Southern 

Railway Ten Wheeler #349 looking quite splendid in 1947 while taking a spin on the turntable. Nicely 

framing the photo is a wooden roundhouse that would look very much at home on John Allen’s Gorre and 

Daphetid layout. Of course, this isn’t an HO scale model and we aren’t in the deserts and canyons of the 

http://www.myfoxatlanta.com/story/24233442/model-trains-bring-sick-children-joy
http://www.mcwane.org/
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American West. Nope, we are right here in Alabama. Now, clues to the location would be the engine itself, 

as Class I railroads like the Southern had typically long moved past the humble 4-6-0 in favor is bigger and 

heavier power by this late of a date. That is, unless bridge and weight restrictions on a particular 

necessitated their continued use. Apparently that must have been the case on this secondary route in 

Alabama. So where is this photograph taken? (Email me at gmo1515@comcast.net if you have a 

guess) 

 

Until next month…... – Jason 

PS: I’m always on the hunt for interesting photos to use. If you have one you would like to volunteer for 

future use (either vintage or present day), please let me know.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:gmo1515@comcast.net
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Timetable 

The Magic of Model Trains 
Now through January 26, 2014 

Open 7 days a week 10 am to 6 pm Monday-Saturday and Noon to 5 pm on Sundays 

McWane Science Center 

Birmingham, AL 

46th Atlanta Model Train and Railroadiana Show  
Saturday, January 18, 2014, 9:00 AM To 4:00 PM 

North Atlanta Trade Center  

1700 Jeurgens Court 

Norcross, Georgia 

For Dealer Contracts and Show Information, Contact: Charlie Miller (703-536-2954) or Alan Altman (813-949-7197) 

Email: charles.miller@gserr.com or gse99@aol.com 

Southern Rails 
Friday & Saturday, February 7 & 8, 2014 

Callaway Gardens 

Pine Mountain, Georgia. 

The meet will include traditional elements like clinics, contests, vendors and above all fun. As a plus the family will have the 

opportunity to visit Callaway Gardens while you attend. More information is available at our website; www.SouthernRails.org 

“Steel Mill Railroads, Volume 6, Southern Style” book signing by author Tom lawson 
Saturday, March 8, at the regular 2:00 pm meeting of the R&LHS 

Historic Leeds Depot, downtown Leeds, AL 

Smokey City Rails 23
rd

 Train Show and Sale 
Saturday March 8, 2014 from 9am – 4pm 

First Baptist Church of Helena 

3616 Helena Rd 

Helena AL 35080 

For more information: Call Darryl Alexander (205) 665-5572 or email at alexander1069@bellsouth.net 

www.smokeycityrails.com 

Piedmont Division Train Show 
Saturday & Sunday, March 15 & 16, 2014 

Cobb Galleria Centre 

Atlanta, GA 

Southeastern Region Convention: 2014 Memphis Convention - Rails Across the River 
Friday, June 13, 2014 (All day) - Sunday, June 15, 2014 (All day) 

Harding Academy 

1100 Cherry Rd. 

Memphis, TN 38117 

http://mrtm.org/convention 

Atlanta Railroads Prototype Modelers Meet 
Friday & Saturday, September 19 & 20, 2014 

The Southern Museum of Civil War and Locomotive History 

2829 Cherokee St., Kennesaw, GA 30144 

(For more information, visit http://srha.net/ or contact Frank Greene 901-487-5782 frgreene290@comcast.net) 

 

Steel City Division Meetings for 2014: 

1/16, 2/20, 3/20, 4/17, 5/15, 6/19, 7/17, 8/21, 9/18, 10/16, 11/20 

Steel City Division Officers 

 

Superintendent  John Stewart 205-989-4889 jstew@bhamrails.info 

Assist. Superintendent Mark Stone 205-637-6733  mark.stone@kbr.com 

Secretary   Jason Parham 205-534-6529 gmo1515@comcast.net 

Treasurer   Carey Ketchum 205-871-5495 cketchu1@bellsouth.net 

If you can receive your 
“Coupler” via 

e-mail, you can help save 
printing costs.   Send your 

e-mail address to 

gmo1515@comcast.
net 
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