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July 16th Meeting 

Chuck Lampman, “Scratch 
Building Open Car Loads” 

 
Open car loads are part of your scenery 
and if you are an operator, part of your 
operations.  Chuck Lampman likes to 
make models of all sorts of things – he 
loves to model.  And his open car loads 
for flat cars, gondolas and similar are 
quite well done. 
 
The July 25th meeting will begin at 
6:30 pm, our regular meeting time at 
the Hoover Library at I-459 and US-31, 200 Municipal Drive, Hoover, 35244. Come visit with us in 
Meeting Room A&B on the lower level of the library.  Visitors are most welcome; the lower level has 
elevator and wheelchair access.  Meeting time is devoted to our program with a brief time for business.  
We hope to see you there, AND bring a friend - visitors welcome! 

Next Steel City Division Meeting 

Thursday, July 16, 2015 at 6:30pm 

Hoover Library, Meeting Room A&B 

                           www.scd-nmra.orgVol 5, Issue 6      July,  2015
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New Steel City Division Web Site:   www.scd-nmra.org  

Special thanks to Division Member Craig Gardner for his work on keeping our new Division website 

up and current.  We hope that the website will become a resource for all model railroaders in the Steel 

City Division area, and we hope it will be part of our outreach to gain new members in the Division. 

   

We want the new website to be a resource, and a gateway to the Division as well as other model 

railroaders.  YOU can help make this website the best that it may be – what do you have to share? 

We hope that you will take time now to visit the new Division website and explore the content.  Then we 

want you to consider what you can contribute to the webmaster for additional valuable content of 

interest to your fellow model railroaders.  Use the “Contact” feature to submit material to the 

webmaster. 

Do you have an article to contribute, a clinic, or a good modeling “how-to”?  Would you allow us to 

publish information about your layout or a key modeling effort that you have to share?  Do you have a 

link to another website that you believe would be of value to other model railroaders?  If you are a 

longtime member of our Division do you have some Division history or a good story to share about the 

Division activities? 
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Superintendent’s Office 

 John Stewart, Division Superintendent 

2017 Convention Chairman 

I am very pleased to announce that we have a Convention 

Chairman for our 2017 Regional Convention in 

Birmingham.  Our new Chairman is Steel City Division 

member Steve Gardner (who is no relation to Webmaster 

Craig Gardner).  Steve works for Dexter Fortson Associates, computers and telemetry, in Bessemer. 

Steve will be working with the Division leadership to put together a set of key committee chairs for the 

2017 Convention.  He has worked on other types of business conventions in the past though his 

professional career and has previously worked on some of these with the Bessemer Convention Center, 

which will be our venue in 2017, as it was in 2010 and 2004.  Thanks to Steve for his willingness to serve 

and I look forward to working with him. 

Name the Convention 

Every Convention needs a name – We used “Birmingham Special” with an observation car “drumhead 

logo” in 2010 and we used “Steel Rails Back to the Steel City” in 2004.  Back in 1988, Birmingham 

hosted the National NMRA Convention and the name was “Magic City Express”. 

Got an idea for the 2017 Birmingham Regional Convention?  Send a note or email to the Editor and I’ll 

add it to the list to share with the convention 

team as it grows.  We need to pick a name very 

soon, since we can start advance notices and 

planning about the convention this year with 

our newsletter and our new website. 

Our neighbors in Huntsville will host the 2016 

Regional Convention – by the way, their 

convention is the “Rocket City Rails”.   Their 

flyer is at the end of this newsletter. 

 

About Achievements 

It has been a short month due to a “later” June meeting and an “earlier” July meeting coming up.  Things 

seem to be moving fast, partly because I attended the Regional Convention and then went on vacation 

right after that with my wife to Hawaii for our 40th wedding anniversary!  That was quite a trip, beautiful 

and fun, but I am glad to be home.  Then it was time to get the June Newsletter and will be July 4th 

Holiday before we know it. Right after that the Newsletter will be due. 
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I have been “getting a round tuit” regarding the NMRA’s Achievement Program (AP).  I had previously 

submitted and received my Author AP Certificate in 2013.  Now, I am in the process of submitting my 

“Volunteer” AP submittal.  After that one is done, I am going to work on Chief Dispatcher, since I am 

really enjoying Operations and have regular opportunities to perform operations on my own layout as well 

as others.  I’ve been working on record keeping for Dispatcher for a while and will be ready soon. 

If you attended the Regional Convention, you know that 

Howard “Horn” Goodwin from over in Atlanta 

received his Master Model Railroader (MMR) Award at 

the Convention along with a couple of others.  I have 

gotten to know Howard through NMRA, so it was 

especially fun to see him get his award.  Here is Howard 

accepting his plaque from AP Chair Randall Watson. 

Yesterday I received my NMRA Magazine (one of our 

bennies of NMRA membership) and inside was a good 

article by Howard Goodwin about his experiences in 

model railroading and his work to achieve his various 

AP Certificates and ultimately his MMR Award. 

In the last paragraph of the article Howard says, “I don’t anticipate any problem upholding the MMR 

creed of giving back to others in the hobby – I have been doing that for many years.  I thank the many 

members of the Piedmont Division who have encouraged and assisted me on my journey to my MMR.” 

Howard isn’t bragging.  If you know Howard, you know that he really does do a lot as a Volunteer, and 

that was the first AP certificate listed for his “history”, from back in 1992.  So, you can see that Howard 

didn’t make MMR in any less than about 22 years.  But he sure has been busy along the way! 

It is fun to see friends getting an award, especially when you know they have worked hard to obtain it, 

and given a lot of themselves to others along the way.  I first got to know Howard in preparation for my 

first set of clinics given at the 2013 National NMRA Convention in Atlanta.  He was the Clinic 

Coordinator, a volunteer position, and he did a great job.  All this stuff was new to me and Howard kept 

me on the right path before, during and after the convention. 

I also had the fun of joining in an OPSIG operating session on Howard’s layout during the 2013 

Convention.  He was a good host, and I got to enjoy a very good looking and well running model railroad.  

I can begin to appreciate the work that Howard Goodwin has put into the hobby because I have 

experienced a little of “Horn’s” helpful attitude and good modeling work.  It was clear that some of 

Howard’s regulars really enjoyed operations on his layout, and enjoyed helping visitors have fun, too. 

I don’t know about you, but when I was in school I found that when I was doing pretty well in a subject I 

was also able to help others in that subject.  Sometime in a really tough course, I found that others could 

help me.  I think that is what the Achievement Program is really all about.  It is pushing yourself a little 

bit to learn new things, like in school, learning with the help of others when you need it, and offering to 

help others when you are able to be the “helper”. 
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So, I really appreciate what Howard said in his article about his “career” in model railroading and his 

achievement of Master Model Railroader.  “I don’t anticipate any problem upholding the MMR creed of 

giving back to others in the hobby…”   

I never thought about it as a creed or commitment.  It is a great way to think of “winning” when you 

realize you “commit to help others”, by achieving an award. 

I hope that everyone who reads this article will seriously consider starting one -- just one -- Achievement 

Program Certificate.  Don’t do it so that you may brag, but to gain a sense of accomplishment, and most 

of all to put yourself in the position to help others in the hobby to grow as you will when you work any of 

the AP Certificates.  Try it out, and I think that you will find that it is a good program for you and for 

others in the hobby as well.  Being in a position to help others will add to your enjoyment of the hobby. 

We have are fortunate to have several MMR’s in the Steel City Division – I hope we’ll have more soon.  

In the meantime pick one AP program and get started on the work needed to get your first certificate.  

Thanks to Howard and to all the others in the hobby who work to make the hobby better for everyone.  

That is the real benefit of the NMRA.   

 

Do you remember the Model Railroader articles “A Railroad You Can Model”?  I think Birmingham’s 

industrial history is full of those kinds of RR’s.  Phillip Griffith did a clinic not too long ago on modeling 

the Birmingham Water Works RR that brought coal from nearby mines to the Cahaba pump station. 

The Woodward Iron Company’s Railroad was a great candidate for “A Railroad You Can Model”.  It 

started out as 6 miles of track from coal mines and red ore mines to the blast furnace in 1881.  At the peak 

of the Woodward’s activity in WW II the WICo RR had about 50 miles of track including spurs and 

sidings.  But the mainline was still only about 12-14 miles long.  But it was big time railroading operating 

2-10-2 Santa Fe type locomotives on heavy trains from the mines. 

John Stewart will be making a presentation “Woodward – The Short RR that Built a Long Company” 

at the July 18, 2015 Chapter Meeting of the Railway & Locomotive Historical Society at the Leeds 

Depot.  See details on the meeting at the end of this newsletter in the Notices Section. 

 

For more Greenville SER Convention fun, there’s an album the convention people put out on the web: 

https://picasaweb.google.com/115597073625988837731/PalmettoExcursion2015 

If you were there, you might find your picture.  If you weren’t you can see the fun we had. 

 

What would YOU like to see in the 2017 Convention in Birmingham? Write the Editor! 

Conventions are just one of the benefits of NMRA Membership, whether at the Regional or National 

level.  Remember we have the National Convention coming up in August, 2015 in Portland, OR. 
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Rare Opportunity to see the original silent film “The General”. 

“The General” will be in Birmingham for the first time in many 

years and stars Buster Keaton and Marion Mack.  Based on a true 

story, Johnny is the Southern railway engineer (W&A RR) whose 

locomotive is stolen by Union spies.  Johnny chases it with every 

means possible as he performs death defying maneuvers to save his 

two loves (the General and the beautiful Annabelle Lee).  “The 

General” appears on a list of Top Ten Films of All Time.  An 

expensive film, it shows a real locomotive crashing from a burning trestle into the gorge.  Film will be 

screened in the Alabama Theatre which opened the same year the film was first presented (1927).  

Thomas Helms will appear with an original score of music and sound effects from the restored Mighty 

Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ.  

Tickets are available at www.ticketmaster.com  now or at the theater beginning one hour prior to show 

time; admission is $14.  Profits go to the maintenance of the Alabama and the Mighty Wurlitzer.  Plenty 

of parking is available.  Security Officers in front of the theater will direct you to the closest parking. 

Experience a silent film the way it was meant to be!       Saturday, August 1, 2015, 7:00 P.M. 

From the Super Assistant  

Mark Stone, Assistant Division Superintendent (CHW-44) 

Ed Note: Our Super Assistant is doing good work as our Program Coordinator 
for our monthly Division meetings at the Hoover Public Library.  Mark is 
always looking for good programs!  Mark reports the following schedule of 
clinics for the May newsletter: 
  
Thank you to Mike Burns for his great presentation in May on modeling L&N’s passenger cars. 
    
July 16: Chuck Lampman on “Modeling Inexpensive Flat Car or Gondola Loads” 
  
August 20:  Charlton McArthur on “Old Model Railroading Magazines” VESTAVIA LIBRARY 
  
September 17:   Larry Smith, MMR on “Building Laser Cut Wood Kits” VESTAVIA LIBRARY 
 
October 15:  Tentative – Elliott Eggleston, “Railfanning on Memory Lane” 
 
November 3: TUESDAY   Tentative – Noel Whatley’s “Trains of Thought, Part 2” 
 
December, no meeting as is our custom.  Watch for info on the Trains at McWane exhibit. 
 
NOTE:  August & September meetings will be held at the VESTAVIA HILLS LIBRARY because 
Hoover Library is performing renovations – they are using meeting rooms for temporary storage. 
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If you have a topic of interest to your fellow model railroaders please don’t be shy about sharing it.  You 
don’t have to use a computer for slides, or have any slides at all.  Show us how you do things, or a great 
new way you have learned to do some aspect of our great hobby.   

If you think that you would like to do a clinic but want some technical assistance, we can help you there 
as well.  Please see Mark at the meeting or contact me (205-837-8029) or MEStone62@outlook.com if 
you would be so kind as to present! 

What’s on Your Workbench? 

What’s On Your Workbench? 

Mark Stone writes:  I am getting 
started on my Chesapeake Western 
RR layout since moving last fall to a 
new home with a dedicated railroad 
space.  One feature will be a double 
track bascule railroad bridge.  I am 
starting on the Walthers kit and am 
converting this single track kit to a 
double track bridge.  This bridge will 
carry the mainline toward staging and 
a branch line to the coke plant. 

Send us information on what you are working on right now, and we’ll share it with our readers.  All we 
need is your notes and some good pictures of what you have as work in progress or recently completed.  
Or maybe you would like to review a new product or model that you have recently purchased.  

If you don’t feel that you can produce a finished article, NO PROBLEM, just send your notes and a 
couple of decent pictures and your faithful Editor will take care of the rest.  Send your modeling efforts 
comments and a few pictures to the Editor:  jstew@bhamrails.info  

 

Here’s a tip from a reader of our Newsletter: 

There is a really good opportunity to find Model 

Railroad “stuff” of all types and multiple scales on the 

web:   

http://crstrains.com/  

This is an online source for model railroad supplies that 

is being operated by an individual on behalf of the 

family of the former owner who is no longer living.  

Check it out and I think you will find some interesting 

bargains – this is a first come first serve inventory for the most part, so check it out now. 
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Local Layouts 

This month’s layout is not quite local but it nearby… 

The Central of Alabama RR is a club layout in a dedicated building in Prattville, AL.  If you read the 
Club News and Directory, you know that in February the Board of Directors of the Alabama Central RR 
decided to tear down this wonderful older layout, started in 1969, and rebuild it to provide for better 
operating fun. 

That takes GUTs, especially when one of your lead members is north of 85 years “young”! 

Especially when one considers that the club doesn’t have a large membership.  But they do have good 
friends from another Prattville group, the MGB Model RR Club.  By the way, one of the Central’s 
members is Phil Hutchinson who was the recipient of a Special Award at the SER Regional Convention 
last month in Greenville.  Phil is a young fellow, about 85 or so, with a very long service record in the 
Southeast Region of the NMRA.  Phil likes to operate model trains, but his technology is UP TO DATE.  
Phil won’t run trains without his hand-held “tablet” device running Wi-Throttle.  His colleague (and 
landlord of the Central’s Club House) is retired L&N (don’t call it CSX…) locomotive Engineer, Joe 
“Roger” Mashburn.  The two of them are the prime movers of the Central of Alabama Model RR. 

So, this month we feature a “photo essay” of the reconstruction-in progress of the Central of Alabama RR 
Club layout in Prattville, AL.  You sharp-eyed and sharp witted readers may realize that Prattville is not 
in the Steel City Division.  But these folks are neighbors and we visit one another from time to time. 

 

Figure 1: Some salvaged modeling on the C of A layout.  The blurry figures in the background are "Roger" 

Mashburn, left and new Dixie Division Super Brett Scott, right.  Looks pretty good already! 
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Figure 3: This is what you might expect a torn down layout to look like - but progress is being made. 

Figure 3:  The intermodal container port is being reassembled in order to generate some revenue for the 

recently ransacked railroad. 
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Figure 5: The Central has some fine hand painted backdrops as well as some great structures.  This portion 

of the layout seems to be surviving the transition. 

Figure 5: Clearly priorities are in order as the engine terminal appears to be rebuilding at record pace. 
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Figure 6: The tools of the trade - motor tool, nails, rail joiners, x-acto, and diagonal cutters. 

Figure 8:  They say you can judge the economy by the state of a rail yard – things must be picking up  
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We hope you have enjoyed a visit to the Central of Alabama RR Club rise from the “wrecking ball” as 
these friends rebuild a great layout originally started in 1969.  The guys in Prattville know how to have 
fun and work hard.  They have some great work in place and more to come.  Check out the Central of 
Alabama as well as the neighboring MGB Model Railroad http://www.mgbrr.org/   These friends are 
helping each other build for the future and operating fun.  Way to go guys! 

Articles Featuring Steel City’s Model Railroads (Or those nearby…) 

Local Layouts is a column which will feature reports on layouts located in the Steel City Division area.  
We have had layout tours in the past, but didn’t always have great attendance.  If you would like to host a 
layout tour, send an invitation to the Editor jstew@bhamrails.info .   

If you would like to share info on your layout, an update, or a recent layout project, please send a 
summary write-up or notes and some good pictures.  The Editor will be glad to assist with final copy if 
you feel that you are not a writer.   

Please do not hesitate to send us info on your layout because you think it isn’t “good enough”.  If it is it 
is good enough for you it is fine for the rest of us.  You get to select what to feature with your pictures and 
your write-up or notes. Remember: Ac-centuate the positive and e-liminate the negative like the song...   

Figure 9: Phil Hutchinson at work on the former 

Central of Alabama RR.  His tablet’s on the layout. 

At left, SER President Glen Hall announces a special 

award last month at the SER Convention 2015: 

“Presented To Phillip Hutchinson, In Recognition 

of 50 Plus Years of Service to the NMRA and the 

Southeastern Region, 2015” 

A great award to a fine gentleman.   Carry on Mr. H! 
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A Model Railroad Chronicle 
With this column we continue an installment series following the construction of a new layout in the Steel 

City Division by one of our members and Steel City Division Secretary, John Pate.   

John Pate’s L&N Birmingham Division/S&NA Subdivision-1970’s 

Part 7 We continue this month with more construction work in progress on the benchwork.  The 

construction gang has been very busy and is showing wonderful progress. 

Layout Summary and Recap 

The layout will represent the Birmingham area in the 1970’s and focus on Boyles Yard and Birmingham 

industry for an operations oriented layout based on the L&N prototype.  We have talked at length about 

the design concept as well as the operations concept.  The railroad is “designed for operations”. 

As noted, the concept of the layout provides for traffic coming to and from Birmingham on the L&N 

Main between Montgomery and Decatur and on to Nashville.  It will include through trains and local jobs 

& switchers working to and from L&N’s Boyles Yard next to Tarrant, AL.  John settled on a two level 

layout concept with staging on a lower level and Boyles Yard on the upper level.  A total of 8 Industrial 

Districts will be located on both levels (4 each) to reflect the Districts in the prototype schematics used in 

layout planning.  

Summarizing the proposed railroad operations includes: 

• Through freights come from out of town, go through Boyles Yard -- set out & pickup cuts of cars     

• Turn freights that go to a specific locale but do not do switching 

• Local switch jobs that originate in Boyles Yard, and then take cars to local industries  

• A number of local industrial districts to switch.   

The floor plan and layout are included below as a reference. 
 

Construction Progress 

As noted previously the construction of the layout includes 4 basic components or type of benchwork: 

• Shelf-on-the-wall 

• L-Girder 

• Helix 

• Peninsulas 
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Railroad Living Space 

Garage & Work 

Bath 

Closet/Stairs Up 

Figure 7: Floor plan and track plan for the new L&N layout underway by Division member and Secretary John Pate.  

We plan to include these views each month so readers can maintain a frame of reference for the layout. 
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Last month we commented that progress was “just up to the helixes”.   Summer is a busy time for families 

so the Editor was impressed when some photos and notes began to come in about progress on the helixes. 

As you can see, the “north” helix is now officially under construction.  Construction supervision and 

coordination is being done by email.  The stockholders and other interested parties need to be assured that 

construction is proceeding smoothly.  It certainly seems to be as shown in the test setup below. 

It seems that there are two key 

parts to helix construction.  One is 

the approach and exit track 

alignment and grade.   The other is 

the line and grade of the helix 

itself.  John is taking the approach 

developed by Craig Gardner who 

built two successful helixes for his 

Birmingham Southern layout. 

This uses segments of the helix 

circle cut from plywood.  The 

radius and width of the helix track board controls how much of a “curve” fits on the plywood with 

minimum waste.  This helps construction go quickly as each piece is a little more than a quarter turn. 

Joints between the track boards are butt joints made with simple steel mending plates and wood screws.  

These in and of themselves are not very strong, but the vertical spacing of the helix is made with 1 x 4’s 

which provide just the right spacing of 3.5” plus a half inch of plywood.  The spacers shown above are for 

the transition to the helix.  Helix spacers will go on the inner and outer edge parallel to the track. 
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.The transition from the lower deck to the helix requires a set of 

variable riser blocks to go underneath the track board, resting on 

the helix table.  These risers are cut as shown above, and the tops 

will be neatly beveled to match the grade or slope of the track 

board to the helix. 

 

The pictures on the right show the approach track from the lower 

deck to the “north” helix.  This track must provide the proper grade 

change to match the beginning of the helix.  It must also provide 

the proper horizontal alignment from the layout to the helix. 

And, there may need to be a transition from one roadbed to another 

if the helix is constructed differently from the rest of the layout.  In 

John’s case, the helix is made of ½“ plywood with cork roadbed 

and track.  This is done for vertical clearance, based on the radius 

of the helix and the amount of rise in one turn of the helix. 

The rest of layout will have ½“ plywood as well as ½“ of homasote 

plus cork roadbed and track.  So, this roadbed is thicker by ½“  

than the helix.  This difference will be accommodated at the point 

with the transition roadbed, created with “cookie cutter” style 

construction joins the roadbed of the helix with a ½ “spacer under 

the roadbed.   

Helixes are a great tool to accommodate multi-level layout 

construction.  They are not hard to do, but do require planning and 

careful construction to build successfully.  It looks like this helix 

construction is on the right track. 
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News from the NMRA 

National News  

Portland Express, the 2015 NMRA National Convention, provides updates through its mailing list.    Visit 
the Portland Express website to sign up.  http://www.nmra2015portland.org/  Updates are also available 
through its Facebook page and Twitter account. 

A few words from the President 

A few words about LCC (Layout Command Control) 

 
You may have seen the ads or heard the scuttlebutt about "LCC". What is "LCC"? Well, 
in a nutshell it is "DCC for your layout," although it is much more than that.  

   
DCC or Digital Command Control has been on the scene for almost 30 years now in one 

form or another. Originally introduced as an analog system commercially over 50 years ago by GE as 
"Astrak," this approach allowed individual control of locomotives through carrier waves superimposed on 
the rail system. It worked, but it had limitations such as heat buildup and the size and number of onboard 
receivers.  
 
Today's far more sophisticated digital system uses digital packets of information sent through the rails 
along with the voltage needed to operate. Again, the emphasis is on individual control of motive power, 
and Astrak's limits have been addressed by this different system. But DCC also has limits, primarily when 
adding non-motive power devices to a limited bus line, such as stationary decoders for switch machines, 
signaling systems and detection. LCC is not intended to supplant or replace DCC for your motive power 
but offers many advantages in operating switches or turnouts, signaling, detection and even lighting. This 
column is not the place for a primer on LCC; we hope to offer that primer at Portland and in NMRA 

Magazine.  

You can take a look at the “frequently asked questions about LCC by clicking here  (Editor) 

But understand, this new technology, built by hobbyists on a proven platform, is just that - NEW. That 
means that commercial products and the articles on LCC are still underway. As with any new technology, 
one predicts at their peril about its impact. We believe it holds great potential to do for your layout 
functionality what DCC has done for your motive power. It all depends upon the commercial sector and 
you the consumer.   

In theory, LCC offers a revolution in providing easier and less expensive control for your layout systems. 
Whether that theory is realized depends on you and your interest. I know that the timing is good for me as 
I embark upon a major layout project in the next few years. I want LCC along with DCC and hope it will 
be there when I am ready. For now, watch these pages as we finalize the standards and encourage the 
commercial sector to plunge into this new technology. For once, the NMRA is ahead of the curve and we 
hope no curve balls are thrown. 

 

Those are my thoughts; what are yours?  Charlie 
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Register for the NEW NMRA Website 

Have you registered on the new NMRA Web Site yet?  

The completely rewritten NMRA web site (www.nmra.org) has "members only" items that are only 
available if you have logged into the site with your new member account.  

While there is much to see on the site for non-members, NMRA members who are logged in have access 
to NMRA Data Sheets, past editions of the NMRA eBulletin and the NMRA Bulletin, the President's 
Car column and many other items that may be of interest to you.  

There is also a page that shows you information that is currently held in your NMRA Membership record, 
with a button to send an email to the staff with any corrections you wish to make. However, you cannot 
make any changes on the web site; the information is "view only." 

If you have not yet registered for your NEW account, some things to keep in mind: 

1) No other NMRA logins or passwords will work on the new site - meaning, your Company Store 
account information, the account you may have created several years ago on the old NMRA web site, or 
any other NMRA login you may have will not be recognized on the new site. You must create a new 
account.  

2) In order to create your new account, the email address you wish to use for the account must match 
the one in your membership record in the NRMA database. If this is not so, please contact the NMRA 
office and update your email address. 

 3) The registration process will send an email to the address we have in your membership record that 
provides a one-time login. You need to make sure that your email system does not send the password 
email to your junk folder or trash!  

Once you have logged into the site with your new account, please change your password to one you can 
remember - you can always change it later.  

Ben Sevier, NMRA IT Manager 

Southeastern Region (SER) 
News 

 

New SER Rail Car introduced at SER 
Greenville Convention 

Our new region car, an HO scale Engelhard 
ACF 4650 cu. ft. covered hopper, is available. 
The car is manufactured by Accurail and is 
available in one road number.  Orders of two 
or more cars include easy-to-install 
replacement decals, twelve numbers in all.    

For additional information or to order your car(s), contact Region Car Chair Randall Watson 
atrandallvwatson1@bellsouth.net. 
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SER 2016 Convention 

The 2016 Regional Convention is planned to be held 
in Huntsville, AL.  This is the closing slide from the 
presentation given at the banquet in Greenville.  The 
2016 website for the Huntsville Convention is now 
ready:  

http://midsouthnmra.org/convention.htm 

In addition, the new 2016 brochure is reproduced at 
the end of the newsletter. 

Check these out and PLAN TO ATTEND a convention close to home and less than one year away. 

Each year the NMRA sponsors many conventions around the country.  Typically, there is a Regional 
Convention for most areas as well as one National Convention.  The Regionals are typically held in June 
in our Southeastern Region.  The Nationals are typically held in July.  Both the Regionals and National 
rotate cities each year.  These conventions are a great way to have fun and to learn more about our hobby.   

The 2015 National Convention is scheduled in Portland, OR   http://www.nmra2015portland.org/ 

SER 2017 Convention 

The 2017 SER Regional Convention will be hosted by the Steel City Division at the Bessemer Civic 
Center, June 9-10, 2017. 

Steel City Virtual Swap Meet 
For Sale or other arrangements… 
 

• Rock Castings, rock castings and MORE rock castings; did I say ROCK CASTINGS? 

Looking for “just the right rock” to “rock your miniature world”?  Talk to “Rock Bottom” Bob for deals! 
. 
These precast plaster rocks were made by local modelers, Jim Thorington, Jim Gibson and Bob. They can 
be yours. Castings include various sizes, some with a first stain, many to choose from and not a lot of 
duplicates. Pick and make offer.  

Contact Rockin’ Bob Beaty, MMR at 205-987-2385 or rabeaty@bellsouth.net  

Figure 8: Excellent rock castings some without stain and some with first coat stain. 
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For Sale:  
 

• Bachmann Spectrum HO loco, GE 44 Ton Diesel 

Switcher, Digitrax DCC decoder equipped, unlettered, 

yellow w/safety stripes - $65  

 

• Athearn RTR HO loco, GE Dash9-44CW, CSX #9009, 

w/Digitrax decoder and operating ditch lights, $75. 

 

 
Contact Craig Gardner  
 
979-2666 or by email 
 
jcgard@bellsouth.net 
 
 
 
For Sale:  
 

• Shinohara #4 wye switch,  $10;  

• NC Bridge Co. 56' wooden truss bridge kit,  $10;  

• Colorado Tree Co.60' low trestle kit,  $11. 

Contact Joe Gamble at 969-2478 or jggjwg@att.net 
 
For Sale:  
 

• Twelve (12) intact and one with the chip. $6.50 per or $65 for all 12. So, the broken one is a 

freebie there either way.  There are 2 Clinchfield, 1 Virginian, and the rest are N&W. Each car has 

a different number.  [There are 13 cars total, but one is slightly damaged.] 
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• The Loco Shops at the D&EA Ry are doing spring cleaning. There are a few Mantua’s (old steam) 

that are out of scale. Stuff I had modified trying to make what I needed but didn't "look right".   I 

think they are "OO" gauged to run on HO track. That is, 1:72 or 1:80 on (1:87) 56-1/2" 

gauge track. A common practice in Europe, but why they would want American equipment is a 

whole 'nuther matter. And some 1870s era stuff I was thinking of re-shopping into something else.  

[Interested parties may contact Bill to discuss these items via email.] 

Contact Bill Hudson:  signals@hudsontelcom.com  
 
For Sale:  

 
 

• N Scale Display case. Wood base 17 ½” long by 3” wide. Plexiglas 16” long by 2: wide. Track 15 

½” long. $35. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
• ON3/ON30 Boxcar scratch built for a storage unit. Comes with tie supports. Boxcar is hollow 

since it isn’t made to run. 6 ½” long x 2 ¾ high $30. 

Contact Mike Braunstein, Email: x996tt2002@outlook.com    Can bring to July meeting for pickup. 
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For Sale 

Got Ore Cars??? 

7 New MDC Ore Jenny’s – unassembled kits 
in original boxes miscellaneous road names; 
Kadee couplers are not included with these kits.  

 

$7.50 ea. or $49 for all. 

 

Keith Davidson 

205-681-9660 

keithdavidson2000@yahoo.com 

 

 

Need a whole fleet of Ore Hoppers that have been “upgraded” and ready to earn revenue for you? 

 

53 lightly used MDC Ore Jenny’s - miscellaneous road names & some undecorated.  

All have loads and Kadee couplers.  Some have upgraded wheelsets and extra weights added.  

 

$10 each    6 cars for $50 OR 12 cars for $100 = $8.33 each    53 cars for $424 = $8.00 each 

 

Got something you’re looking for or trying to sell? Drop the Editor a line at jstew@bhamrails.info  and 
we’ll include it free of charge for as long as you need. Make sure to include a good description with prices 
(if selling), your name, and contact info.  A good photo or two will help your item sell! 
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Club Directory & News  

News from Steel City Area Model RR Clubs 

Birmingham model railroaders have a great history of club activities.  Since the NMRA’s Steel City 
Division is not a model railroad club, per se, the Division benefits from the work of each of the 
Birmingham area model railroad clubs.  In fact, many Steel City Division members are members of the 
local clubs and vice versa.  The Coupler provides space for the clubs to tell prospective members about 
themselves and to provide our readers with news of club activities.  If you are interested in a model 
railroad club in our area, learn about the local groups below, and make contact.  You’ll be glad you did. 

The Wrecking Crew MRRC (Philip Griffith Correspondent)  

After conclusion of a very successful Magic of Model Trains show at McWane 
Science Center, the Wrecking Crew is busy getting our feet back down in our club 
room.  We have some upcoming projects on the LG&W and work will resume on 
our new 0n30 logging layout.  More details upcoming and go to our website for 
more information and updates!  

The Wrecking Crew (http://wreckingcrewbham.com/) is a model railroad club 
formed by 27 local modelers to enjoy and promote the hobby of model railroading. 
It is a diverse group with varied backgrounds, including an architect, retired 
military, commercial photographer, communications professionals, engineers and even a professional 
chef. 

The Wrecking Crew is a 100% NMRA model railroad club.  This means NMRA membership is a 
requirement to join the club.  Being a 100% club has distinct advantages as the National organization 
provides certain benefits to 100% clubs. 

The Wrecking Crew meets in the basement of McWane Center downtown – see website for information.  
One of their major activities each year is to host the McWane Science Center’s Magic of Model Trains. 

The Smokey City Rails MRRC  

(Richard Horton Correspondent) 

The Smokey City Rails MRRC 
(http://www.smokeycityrails.com/)  

 [Facebook: Smokey City Rails Model Railroad Club] is a 
dedicated group of model railroaders from the greater 
Birmingham metropolitan area whose members have joined 
together to enjoy what we think is the greatest hobby in the world – model railroading.   
 
We have members of many ages and experience and try to not only encourage model railroading 
throughout the Southeast, but to personally encourage each other as we grow in our knowledge of the 
multitude of crafts involved in model railroading.   
 
Twice a year we sponsor model railroad trade shows at local venues in the Birmingham, AL area.  
Additionally, we display our portable 16’x38’ layout at various festivals and shows throughout the 
Southeast.  The portable layout is shown below at the April 18, 2015 Coosa Valley Train Show, Gadsden. 
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Club Directory & News  

 

 
At a recent meeting of the Smokey City Rails Model Railroad Club we had a visitor from Santiago, 
Chili, Fernando Otero.  Mr. Otero is a professional model railroad builder in Chili and would like to 
establish a business presence in the United States.  During our meeting Mr. Otero presented a slide show 
of model layouts and individual models he has built.  Many of his model structures were scratch built 
using photographs and architectural drawings of the prototype structures as a guide to building the 
models.  We were very impressed with his work.  During the meeting Mr. Otero presented the club with a 
scratch built HO scale building to add to our layout.  The photo above shows Mr. Otero and the members 
of the club attending the meeting. In the photo Mr. Otero is second from the right.  Fernando’s 
personal email is www.Fotero @utr.net.  His business website is www.todomodelismo.cl  
 
Smoky City Rails meets weekly at the home of a member – see website for information. 

 

The Birmingham N Scale Modular Club  

(Don Dahm Correspondent) 

M e m b e r s h i p  D r i v e !   

Now until January, 2016 all potential members and visitors 
interested in joining:      N O  D U E S !  

For more information call or email:  Don: 205-915-4811    ddon2353@yahoo.com 

The Birmingham N Scale Modular Club (BNSMC)         http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bnsmc/ 
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Club Directory & News  

is a diverse group of people working together to bring N-Scale to the public and to raise awareness of N-
Scale as a viable hobby. We are currently basing our modular designs on the BendTrack standard and the 
T-Trak standard. Anyone interested in joining the group should watch for notice of the monthly T-Trak 
meeting to attend and gain more information. 

 

Black Warrior Model Railroad Association (Correspondent needed) 

The former GM&O railway station was acquired by the City of Northport in 1995. Under the auspices of 
the Northport Historic Preservation Commission and the Black Warrior Model Railroad Association in 
1999 the structure opened as a model railroad museum.  Admission is free Saturdays from 10:00 - 1:00.   
 
For more information, visit the station's Facebook Page (https://www.facebook.com/NorthportDepot ) 
 
  

Coosa Valley Model Railroad 
Association (Correspondent needed)  

The CVMRRA operates two model railroad 
layouts.  The HO scale layout is one of the 
largest in the United States and is on 
permanent display on the second floor of the 
Mary G. Hardin Cultural Arts Center in 
Gadsden, Alabama.   

The N scale layout is portable and is 
displayed at various train shows and 
exhibitions throughout the year.  Coosa 
Valley sponsors great train shows in 
Gadsden at the Civic Center. 

The Coosa Valley MRA is located in the 
NMRA’s Mid-South Division just outside 
the Steel City Division’s boundary.  The 
organization’s great layout and good work in 
the hobby as well as the proximity of 
Gadsden to Birmingham are a great reason 
to include them in the Coupler’s Club News 
section. 

(http://coosavalleymodelrailroad.com/) 

 

 

.   

Figure 10: CVMRRA layout at Gadsden.  Layout features industry 

and scenes from the Gadsden area including the Gulf States steel 

mill. 

Figure 10: April 18, 2015 Coosa Valley Train Show at the Gadsden 

Civic Center. 
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Magic City Railroad Club  

(Charlton McArthur, Correspondent)  

The Magic City Railroad Club is a model railroading 
club founded in 1989 by Alvin Kesler. He and fellow 
modelers began building a portable O-scale train layout 
divided into 2-foot by 4-foot modular sections, which 
they assembled at various model train shows in the 
Southeast.  The club has had permanent layouts at West 
Lake Mall in Bessemer and at the Vestavia Hills City 
Center in the last 20 plus years.  Currently the club is 
understood to be seeking a new permanent home  

The club currently helps to sponsor a Train Show with 
the Smokey City Rails Club a couple of times each year.  
The Magic City Railroad Club supports the National Model Railroad Association. 

Steel City Shifters Operations Group 

The Steel City Shifters Operating Group is not a formal club, but a group that 
meets on a monthly basis to operate trains on the Birmingham District Model 
RR.  The BDMRR is a steam era layout that represents the heavy industry of the 
Birmingham District between about 1925 and 1955.  The layout is steel mill 
themed and includes red ore mines, coal mines, quarry, coke plant and, of course, 
the steel works.  Way freights handle interchange between the L&N and 9 other 
railroads and passenger trains are run through Birmingham’s L&N Station. 
Operation is performed using JMRI train manifests and switch lists; we use a Dispatcher and walkie-
talkies for communication. Contact Editor Stewart for more information and visit www.bhamrails.info for 
info on the layout – click on the model railroad logo on the webpage.  Visitors are welcome. 

Heart of Dixie RR Museum (Correspondent needed) 

The Heart of Dixie Railroad Museum is the official railroad museum of the state of 
Alabama! We're located just south of Birmingham in Calera, Alabama. Our 
museum features operating standard gauge and narrow gauge trains, two restored 
depots, an indoor collection of railroad artifacts and memorabilia, and an outdoor 
collection of railroad cars, locomotives, and cabooses. 

The museum is dedicated to the preservation, restoration, and operation of 
historically significant railway equipment. Our exhibits, operating railroads, and 
educational programs function as both a unique means of tourism and recreation, and also a way to 
preserve the rich history of Alabama and our nation. 

We hope you'll visit us to ride a train, look at our museum collection, and learn more about Alabama's 
railroad history. Please contact us if you have any questions. We'll see you at the depot! 

 

Figure 11: Magic City layout at the West Lake Mall with 

Tex Hawley some years ago. 
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Central of Alabama RR (Joe Mashburn Correspondent) 

The Central of Alabama is located in the SER’s Dixie Division in Prattville, AL.  In the late 1960's a 
group started the Central Alabama Model RR Club in Prattville, Al. Wilbur Miller had a model shop in 
his basement and a separate club building was constructed by club members in his back yard in 1969; 
trains were running in the early 70's.   
 
Chairman Joe ”Chuck ”Mashburn and the Board of Directors of the Central of Alabama made a 

MONUMENTAL DECISION in February, 2015.  It was decided to dismantle this fine old layout and start 

over.  Reasons for the change are the need for improved aisle access and aisle space as well as a desire 

to have a more operations oriented layout. 

 

Joe reports on the concept of proposed layout concept, “As you walk in the right handed door there will 
be a 2' wide section running down the right hand wall then a 2' section down the back wall with three 6.5 ' 
islands with 3.5’ to 4' wide aisles between the islands.  We are not set on track plan yet, but will have 
staging under the center island or under the 20 x 2 section down the right hand wall. There will be 2 yards 
with industrial switching at both ends and towns in between.”  Please contact Phil Hutchinson H 334-272-
1923 C 334-324-1614 or Joe Mashburn H 334-491-8177 C 251-363-8508 if you would like more 
information or want to lend a hand. 

 

 



Steel City Coupler, July, 2015   28 

 

About The NMRA and the Southeastern Division 
 

The National Model Railroad Association (NMRA) was founded in 1935 to provide standards, 
education and fellowship for the model railroad community.  Today the organization is international. 

In the United States the NMRA is divided into 15 geographical Regions plus other regions in Canada, 
Great Britain and Australasia.  There are additional NMRA organizations in other foreign countries. 

The Regions are further 
divided into Divisions based 
on county boundaries.  
When you join the NMRA 
national organization you are 
automatically a member of 
the appropriate geographical 
Region.  We’re located in 
the Southeastern Region 
(SER), which includes 15 
Divisions shown on the map. 

Our Steel City Division 
includes 19 counties across 
central Alabama, from the 
Georgia state line to the 
Mississippi state line.  We 
are bordered on the north by 
the Mid-South Division and 
on the south by the Dixie Division.  Southern Alabama and the western panhandle of Florida are served 
by the Gulf Division. 

The Steel City Division (SCD) has over 120 members who represent a very diverse group of modelers 
from all walks of life.  SCD publishes this newsletter and holds monthly meetings. 

• You can learn more about the NMRA at the national website:  www.nmra.org  

• The Southeastern Region (SER) of the NMRA has a website: www.ser-nmra.org. The site includes 

information about the 15 Divisions in the SER of the NMRA. 

• The Steel City Division (SCD) of the SER of the NMRA has a website:  www.scd-nmra.org  

Join the NMRA  

The NMRA has a great “trial” membership called the Rail Pass.  The Rail Pass enables you to join the 
NMRA as a first time member for 6 months for only $10, gaining access to all member features except 
voting including 6 issues of the great NMRA magazine.  The Rail Pass is also available to those who 
have been away from the organization for over two years and would like to revisit membership. 
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Sunday July 18, 2015 
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Timetable (Send your organization’s event news to the Editor) 

 
Local Regional 

 
R&LHS Chapter Meeting 
 
Saturday July 18, 2015,  
2:00 pm 
 
Woodward – the Short RR that 
Built a Long Company 
 
Details above 

 
L&N Historical Society  
Annual Meeting 
 
October 1-3, 2015 
Embassy Suites  
Hoover, AL 
 
Details here  

 
Ken Boyd 
Art of the Locomotive 
 
Exhibit thru mid-October 
 
Book  signing: 
Sunday July 18, 2015 
 
Details above 

 
Smokey City Rails Train Show 
 
Saturday November 21st, 2015 
Helena Baptist Church 
  

 
SER Mini-Meet 
 
November 6-7, 2015 
 (Fri. & Sat.) 
 
See Details Above 

 
Model Train Show 
Mobile, AL 
 
September 26-27, 2015 
 
Details above 

Steel City Division Upcoming Meetings: 

Meetings are at the Hoover Public Library, Room A&B, located adjacent to the I-459 & US-31 
Interchange, 200 Municipal Drive, Hoover, AL 35244   205-444-7800 (see note below) 

 

Meeting time is 6:30 pm       Please be prompt so we can get started and have fun! 

July 16th, 2015 (Note: this a 3rd Thursday night) 

Topic: “Modeling Flat Car Loads” with Chuck Lampman 
 
August 20th:   (Note: this a 3rd Thursday night) 
Topic: Charlton McArthur on “Old Model Railroading Magazines” VESTAVIA LIBRARY 
  
September 17th:    (Note: this a 3rd Thursday night) 
Topic: Larry Smith, MMR on “Building Laser Cut Wood Kits” VESTAVIA LIBRARY 
 
October 15th:  Tentative – Elliott Eggleston, “Railfanning on Memory Lane” 
 
November 3rd: TUESDAY   Tentative – Noel Whatley’s “Trains of Thought, Part 2” 
 

NOTE:  August & September meetings will be held at the VESTAVIA HILLS LIBRARY because 


