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January 15th Meeting 

Making Trees from Wire & Making 

Backdrop Ridgelines 

Steel City Division Member Craig Gardner “hates 
scenery” but he is really quite good at making it!  
Craig is working his way around his Birmingham 
Southern Model RR with his scenery.  A recent 
effort at making trees from wire and coupler picks 
(skewers) has yielded some great results.  Craig has 
added a “new twist” to an old method of making 
trees and you’ll be impressed with the results. 

Another of Craig’s achievements is the creation of 
very effective “ridgelines” for his sky blue backdrop surfaces.  Adding ridgelines creates depth for the 
backdrop by creating a horizon for your model world.  Craig’s method that he will share with us is simple, 
and VERY effective.  Again, I think you will be impressed with the results.  This is a method you will want 
to try on your layout! 

The January 15th meeting will begin at 6:30 pm, our regular meeting time since moving to the Hoover 

Library at I-459 and US-31, 200 Municipal Drive, Hoover, 35244. Come visit with us in Meeting 

Next Steel City Division Meeting 

Thursday, January 15th, 2015 at 6:30pm 

Hoover Library, Meeting Room A&B 

The Steel City Coupler 
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Southeastern Region -  NMRA 
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Figure 1: Do the trees and ridges of W Jefferson County hide a meth 

lab?  Come to the January meeting for more information! 



The Steel City Coupler – December 2014 2  

Room A&B on the lower level of the library.  Visitors are most welcome; the lower level which has 
elevator and wheelchair access.  Our meeting time is devoted to our program with a brief time for business. 

Chattanooga Choo Choo Layout to Close 

The wonderful layout at the Chattanooga Choo Choo will be closing January 18th.  See more information 
below in the Coupler. 

Call for Modeling from YOUR Workbench 

Jason Parham did a fine job of providing modeling and prototype articles in his former column “Clerk’s 
Desk”.  But now we need YOU to take Jason’s place. 

Send us information on what you are working on right now, and we’ll share it with our readers.  All we 
need is your notes and some good pictures of what you have as work in progress or recently completed.  Or 
maybe you would like to review a new product or model that you have recently purchased. 

If you don’t feel that you can produce a finished article, NO PROBLEM, just send your notes and a couple 
of decent pictures and your faithful Editor will take care of the rest. 

Send your modeling efforts comments and a few pictures to the Editor:  jstew@bhamrails.info  

Call for Local Layouts Feature 

Featuring Steel City’s Member Layouts 

This is a new feature for the Coupler with will feature reports on layouts located in the Steel City Division 
area.  We have had layout tours in the past, but didn’t always have great attendance.  If you would like to 
host a layout tour, send us an invitation.   

If you would like to share info on your layout, an update, or a recent layout project, please send a summary 
write-up or notes and some good pictures.  The Editor will be glad to assist with final copy if you feel that 
you are not a writer.   

Please do NOT hesitate to send us info on your layout because you think it isn’t “good enough”.  If it is 
yours it is good enough.  You get to select what to feature with your pictures and your write-up or notes. 
Remember: Accentuate the positive and eliminate the negative like the song says.   

And who knows, you might find someone who is interested in your work and would offer to be your able 
assistant.  Having a supportive helper can be a wonderful way to move forward on you layout, or add 
operating fun or get help with that area of the hobby that you don’t feel that you can do or care to do. 

Who wants to go first?  Send info to the Editor jstew@bhamrails.info  

Steel City Division Logo Wanted 

As you likely know, the Steel City Coupler Newsletter was revived in late 

2011 by Jason Parham.  At the time we realized that a number of folks had 

been Editor over a number of years but we didn’t have records of that work. 

Now, your Editor wants to know if there was or is (somewhere) an “official” 

Steel City Division logo that might have been used in past years. 

I know that we had one or more logos for the various Conventions in past 



The Steel City Coupler – December 2014 3  

years.  I found this one from the 1988 National Convention and I know that it’s different than one found 

on a faded Regional T-Shirt in my closet. 

Which of our good readers can supply information on this important issue? 

If we can find a good logo, we will start to use it again.  If there isn’t a good one, then we’ll have to have a 

contest among our readers to design one.  How about that!? 

Please send your comments and thoughts on a Steel City Logo to jstew@bhamrails.info   IF you know of a 

LOGO please send a picture or a scan or a sketch so we know what it is.  IF you have a design for a LOGO 

then send that to us.  The Steel City Division needs a good logo that says who and what we are. 

More on this in the February issue with reader responses…   Did I mention a prize for the Logo Design? 

Superintendent’s Office 

 John Stewart, Division Superintendent 

Happy New Year 2015!  It is always a challenge to start a New Year 

and to consider all the things that one would like to do in the coming 

12 months.  Many people like to make New Year’s Resolutions, but I 

have never been a big fan of resolutions.  It seems to me that we 

always have new things to do and new projects to start.  If I want to change something in my life I don’t see 

a reason to wait for the New Year to start that change.  My Daddy liked to say, “Today is the first day of 

the rest of your life.” 

Certainly one big thing we have coming in the New Year will be our bid for the Regional Convention in 

June of 2017.  That will move to the next step in February when we present to the Regional Board of 

Directors in Panama City, FL.  We’ll keep you posted right here in the Coupler. 

Several new layouts are being built in the Steel City Division by at least 3 of our members.  We will want 

to keep track of these.  We’re going to document the development of the latest of these layouts here in the 

Coupler starting this month.   

There are likely other layouts in progress and your Editor would really like to hear about them.  I know for 

example that we have a great big layout in our area, being built by a fellow that isn’t an NMRA member.  I 

still am very interested in that layout and hope to see it soon. 

I know I still have a couple of small changes to make on my layout.  One of these is the development of 

another red ore mine by the Sloss Company.  My Red Mountain would then have three of the big four iron 

or steel makers represented:  TCI, Woodward and Sloss.  If the mountain were just a little bit bigger… 

Last year, we shift gears a little bit with our Division meeting programs and focused more on modeling 

thanks to the leadership of our Assistant Superintendent Mark Stone.  This change seems to have been very 

well received and we are having a “Show and Tell” session every few Division meetings. 

A question has been asked about our meeting on Thursdays.  My answer is “that’s the way we’ve been 

doing it for years”.  But, maybe a number of you would like to meet at another time slot.  Let us know what 

you think about meeting times.  Generally it has been my experience that if Thursday isn’t meeting time 

then Tuesday is.  A lot of folks have church or choir on Wednesday night, your Editor included.   So, tell us 

what you think. 
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There are two train shows coming up in the spring.  The Division is planning to offer clinics as part of at 

least one of these shows.  This seems to be a good outreach for the Division and is certainly a key part of 

the NMRA’s focus on education. 

We have a good Regional Convention shaping up in Greeneville, SC in June, 2015.  Your Editor is 

planning to attend and give a couple of clinics.  I hope you will make plans to attend the Regional. 

So, those are some things that we’re working on and a summary of what’s in the Timetable. 

If I did make resolutions, I would resolve to work hard to help promote the best part of NMRA 

membership:  Fellowship and helping others enjoy this great hobby of Model Railroading.  I hope you will 

participate in a similar resolution for the New Year. 

What’s on Your Workbench? 

Show us what you are working on! 

Member Lee Singletary sends this project along:  

Here is an L&N Crossing tower, scratch built out of Evergreen Styrene, Grandt Line windows and NBW 
castings, and Rix Products roof.  The unpainted model is sitting on a copy of the actual L&N blueprints. 
 
The diorama the painted one is on was built by Lance Mindheim for David Orr.  The L&N rail carrying flat 
car is by Jeff Kuebler. 
 
This is really nice work and apparently a shared group effort to showcase Lee’s Tower. Thanks, Lee (Ed.) 

Local Layouts 

Featuring Steel City’s Model Railroads 

This column is available to showcase a local layout, or to make progress reports on several local layouts.  If 
you would like to see your work or share your work in the Coupler, send an email to the Editor at 
jstew@bhamrails.info  
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A Model Railroad Chronicle 

With this column we start an installment series following the construction of a new layout in the Steel City 

Division by one of our members, John Pate.  Construction is starting soon… 

John Pate’s L&N Birmingham Division/S&NA Subdivision-1970’s 

Part 1The design of a model railroad is a very personal creation.  The design of a model railroad with a theme and 

purpose is also hard work – it requires a lot of time and thought. 

Like many things we do in life, the design of a model railroad benefits from thought, research, and often help from 

others.  It may reflect personal interests as well as prototype features and characteristics of a specific place.  There is 

frankly, a lot of one’s self embodied in a model railroad. 

If you have designed a model railroad or maybe several, you also know that the design of a model railroad requires a 

lot of compromises.  One must decide what is most important and what may be able to be an approximation or a 

characterization of a prototype.  It doesn’t necessarily reflect the prototype but it reminds us of it.  This may be 

necessary to achieve a working model railroad instead of a model. 

John Pate wants to build a layout and has been working on it with friends.  His theme is based on his Dad’s working 

at L&N for a full career, much of that time based in or at Boyle’s Yard here in Birmingham, AL.  So, John’s 

proposed layout wants to have Boyle’s yard as a centerpiece. 

John has been involved in model railroad operations for a year or two and it appeals to him.  So the layout also needs 

to provide an operations scheme related to L&N’s operation through Boyles Yard. 

John is fortunate to have a dedicated space for his railroad – through his own hard work.  He has finished a part of his 

basement to provide an L-shaped layout room with fairly generous dimensions.  The adjacent space is to be family 

living space, or just maybe a “crew lounge” for the model railroad – at least for operating sessions.  There is a new 

bathroom readily accessible.  And there is the adjacent garage for a work/construction area.  There is also a storage 

area for both model railroading and other hobbies which relate to hunting and outdoors. 

Another aspect of the proposed layout is that it be a double deck concept with helix(s).  The idea of double deck is to 

extend the length of the main line and to provide for accessible staging for trains arriving and departing Birmingham 

at Boyles Yard. 

So, John Pate is a fortunate model railroader to have a great layout space and amenities to go with it. 

But he is still faced with the age-old questions of “what I want to build” and “if I build it, will I be happy with it” and 

“will it do the things that I want it to do?”  Model railroad building is risky business. 

In Birmingham’s railroad history, the L&N became one of Birmingham’s “founding railroads”, the other being the 

forerunner of the Alabama Great Southern.  A number of other railroads followed. 

Originally the L&N had yard and shop facilities right downtown, along what is now Morris Avenue.  Later, Boyles 

Yard was built and facilities moved there.  Later still, Boyles Yard was expanded to the north to nearly double in 

size. 

As the L&N and the City of Birmingham grew up together in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the L&N provided 

spurs and branch lines to many industries as well as to local mining districts.  For example the Blue Creek Extension 
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and the Cain Creek Branch tapped rich coal resources.  The Birmingham Mineral RR was the local set of lines that 

the L&N built to reach nearly every part of what came to known as the Birmingham (Industrial) District.  L&N’s 

management, particularly President Milton Smith knew that the railroad needed to partner with local industry in order 

to build its own future traffic.  For example, L&N put money on the table to help build Ensley Steel Works.  Did you 

know that the L&N was listed on the original Dow Jones industrial average index? 

So, designing an L&N layout based in Birmingham, AL is a serious undertaking! 

Another thing that John needed to decide was the time era of his proposed model railroad.  Apparently that was not a 

problem as he seemed to have firmly in mind to settle on the time period of the model railroad.  John wants to build 

the "L&N Birmingham Division / S&NA Subdivision -- 1970’s ".  If you aren’t an L&N’er, the S&NA refers to the 

original line from Montgomery through Birmingham to Decatur:  the “South and North Alabama” which was leased 

to the L&N about 1871 or so.  But that is another story. 

John’s research included a set of railroad schematics for the Birmingham area.  These were studied to form a concept 

of the relationship of the north-south L&N mainline from Montgomery to Decatur, Boyles Yard and the various 

branches and industrial switching districts that could be part of John’s layout concept and schematic.  This in turn 

would provide the basis for an operating scheme. 

Another schematic helped to put Birmingham Division in the mind of the design team.  This particular document 

shows the available service to L&N coal customers during the time period.  Looking at this map, Birmingham is in 

the middle and north is to the right.  We can see “to Montgomery” and “to Nashville”.  This indicates the through 

traffic that would come to and through Boyles.  The map shows connecting lines to Manchester, Atlanta and 

Wellington.  If you are an L&N’er you know that these lines are today part of CSX but earlier on were other roads 

(SCL and others) that could provide connections and interchange.  Finally, there are two important branch lines 

shown.  The Blue Creek Extension eventually made it all the way to Tuscaloosa with connections to other railroads.  

And the Cain Creek Branch had connections to the Jefferson and Walker County coal fields as well as more modern 

customer, an Alabama Power Co. power plant – coal traffic potential. 

One of the great things about model railroading as well as NMRA membership is that it helps us to connect to other 

model railroaders.  This represents a wealth of information, knowledge and help for any project, including layout 

design. 
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One members in particular of the design team is an operations guy, but not in the sense of train orders and signals.  

Rather this person can develop the model railroad’s story – it’s “reason for being”.  Any operations oriented model 

railroad needs to have a “story” so that the “work to be done” can be imagined and put into an operating scheme.  In 

John’s case it could be based on the L&N’s actual operations in and around Birmingham’s Boyles Yard and the 

“Birmingham-Boyles Terminal”.  At the same time it can be general or generic enough that one doesn’t have to get 

bogged down in too much detail.  The design team seems to be happy with a “characterization” rather than a 

“portrait”.  If you can get your mind around this approach, many layout design problems may melt away.  Design of 

a layout has enough geometric challenges without worrying too much about trying to replicate aspects of a specific 

location.  Some folks are into that approach and God Bless ‘Em.  There are still plenty of design challenges to be 

addressed. 

So, the layout design team has a lot of information at hand: 

� Layout space 

� Layout concept 

� Prototype  railroad and theme 

� Time era 

� Schematic information to develop an operating scheme 

In broad terms, the railroad operations may reflect: 

• Through freights that come from out of town, go through Boyles Yard, drop cars for the Birmingham Terminal 

area, and pick up cars to be forwarded to the next location or to the next Division point.  These trains need to 
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originate in lower level staging, come through the main level and then travel on to lower level staging.  They 

come to town, go through the yard, swap cars and leave.        

• Turn freights that go to a specific locale but do not do switching.  These trains originate in Boyles Yard, and go 

to offsite industries/locations where they swap their cars for cars found there, and return to Boyles for 

classification and forwarding of cars.        

• Local switch jobs that originate in Boyles Yard, and then take cars to local industries, placing set outs and 

retrieving pickups.  These cars return to Boyles where their cars are classed as needed.  

• The schematics show a number of industrial districts to switch.  On the layout each could have 2 or three 

industries, or maybe one large industry with separate ship/receive tracks.   

Boyles Yard must have arrival and departure (A/D) tracks for trains, a large yard for classifying cars by 
direction/destination and likely an engine facility.  Provisions need to be made for turning locomotives either by 
wye(s) or turntable. 
 
Train length is another consideration.  The team’s growing experience with operations indicates that local trains 
should have at least 10 cars to “look right”.  Through trains may be longer, say up to 20 cars.  Thus the yard arrival, 
departure and drill tracks should be able to accommodate this size train.  The drill track enables a yard switcher to 
assemble/disassemble a train without blocking the other A/D tracks or the mainline and must be long enough for the 
cuts of cars being moved. 
 
The idea of through trains coming and going from Boyles to the next “Division Point” (aka staging) implies that 
there should be two helixes, one northbound and one southbound.  This enables through trains to arrive at 
Birmingham from one direction and depart Birmingham in another direction.  This would also be true for interchange 
traffic if it is accommodated on the layout or in the yard. 
 
With all of this in mind, the layout concept began to come 

together.  The upper level would be the location of Boyles 

Yard.  The lower level would be the location of staging 

yards.  This implies that there is a helix at each end of the 

main level, and likewise each end of the lower level.  The 

switching districts need to be spread around the layout, 

likely on both levels. A main line track passes through the 

entire layout with numerous passing sidings for heavy two 

way traffic and switching opportunities.  

The photo at left shows the layout room.  The living space 

and bathroom as well as access to the garage and upstairs 

are out of the picture to the left, and behind the camera.  A 

big question faced by the Right-of-Way Department is just 

exactly how far the layout can encroach into the living space.  Below is a floor plan of the layout room with a one 

foot grid. As you can see in the picture and in the floor plan below, the layout space is a “fat” L-shape.  There are 

closets and doorways to contend with and there are the ever present electrical panels. 

The "L&N Birmingham Division / S&NA Subdivision -- 1970’s” is going to be a challenging layout to design, build 

and operate.  Fortunately the design team has access to layout design software and an experienced software user.   

But as our old friend Pogo Possum used to say “nothing difficult is ever easy”. 

Figure 2: Survey party on preliminary layout reconnaissance trip 

in the new layout room. 
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So, as we bring the first installment to a close we’ll leave you with the floor plan of the railroad room, and you can be 

thinking about what you might do with this layout idea and the space available.  How would you use this space if you 

were fortunate enough to have it? 

We intend to bring you future installments of the L&N Birmingham Division/S&NA Subdivision - 1970’s as 

construction starts.  Put on your thinking caps and sharpen up your pencils and lets’ see what develops. 

News from the NMRA 

National News  

Portland Express, the 2015 NMRA National Convention, provides updates through its mailing list.    Visit 
the Portland Express website to sign up.  http://www.nmra2015portland.org/  Updates are also available 
through its Facebook page and Twitter account. 

Register for the NEW NMRA Website 

Have you registered on the new NMRA Web Site yet?  

The completely rewritten NMRA web site (www.nmra.org) has "members only" items that are only 
available if you have logged into the site with your new member account.  

While there is much to see on the site for non-members, NMRA members who are logged in have access to 
NMRA Data Sheets, past editions of the NMRA eBulletin and the NMRA Bulletin, the President's Car 
column and many other items that may be of interest to you.  

There is also a page that shows you information that is currently held in your NMRA Membership record, 
with a button to send an email to the staff with any corrections you wish to make. However, you cannot 
make any changes on the web site; the information is "view only." 

If you have not yet registered for your NEW account, some things to keep in mind: 

Railroad Space Living Space 

Garage & Work Space 

Bath 

Closet/Stairs Up 
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1) No other NMRA logins or passwords will work on the new site - meaning, your Company Store account 
information, the account you may have created several years ago on the old NMRA web site, or any other 
NMRA login you may have will not be recognized on the new site. You must create a new account.  

2) In order to create your new account, the email address you wish to use for the account must match the 
one in your membership record in the NRMA database. If this is not so, please contact the NMRA office 
and update your email address. 

 3) The registration process will send an email to the address we have in your membership record that 
provides a one-time login. You need to make sure that your email system does not send the password 
email to your junk folder or trash!  

Once you have logged into the site with your new account, please change your password to one you can 
remember - you can always change it later.  

Ben Sevier, NMRA IT Manager 

Southeastern Region (SER) News 

The SER Winter 2015 meeting of the Board of Directors will be February 7th, 2015 in Panama City, FL.  

The Steel City Division will be making a formal request to the SER Board of Directors at the Board 
meeting in Panama City, FL on February 7, 2015.  If you have input or ideas that you want to share please 
send them to the Editor ASAP. 

June, 2017 seems like a long time away, but it will be here before we know it.  Steel City members have led 
the way to develop a Regional Convention Handbook which is available on the SER Website.  If you want 
to read about putting together a Regional Convention check it out: 

http://www.ser-nmra.org/sites/ser-nmra.org/files/Handbookrev%20Jan-2011.pdf  

Conventions can be exciting trips with clinics, layout tours, prototype tours, train shows, and family 
focused events. 

SER Fundraiser 

The SER's next fundraiser will be a CD of some of the best clinics presented by SER members.  Clinics on 
any topic are welcomed, preferably with pictures.  Electronic format is preferred but hard copy can be 
scanned.  If you are interested in contributing, contact Bob Beaty, MMR at rabeaty@bellsouth.net.   

SER 2015 Convention 

Registration is open for Palmetto Excursion, the 2015 SER Convention, hosted by the Palmetto Division.  
Make plans to attend the 2015 Regional Convention in Greenville, SC.  The convention is set at the 
Greenville Marriott - One Parkway East, Greenville SC  29615 - 864-297-030.  Check out the information 
on the Palmetto Excursion at http://www.palmetto-excursion.org/  Greenville SC is about a 4 ½ hour drive 
from Birmingham and the convention committee have a lot to offer. 

SER 2016 Convention 

The 2016 Regional Convention is planned to be held in Huntsville, AL.  Be looking for more information 
in coming months.  It will be great to have two Regional Conventions close to home, so plan to attend. 

Each year the NMRA sponsors many conventions around the country.  Typically, there is a Regional 
Convention for most areas as well as one National Convention.  The Regionals are typically held in June in 
our Southeastern Region.  The Nationals are typically held in July.  Both the Regionals and National rotate 
to various cities each year.  These conventions are a great way to have fun and to learn more about our 
hobby.  The 2015 National Convention is scheduled in Portland, OR   http://www.nmra2015portland.org/ 
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Around the Southeastern Region (SER) -- Division’s News 

Steel City Division 

The Steel City Division presented three clinics for the Smokey City Rails and Magic City Model Railroad 
Clubs’ Train Show, held at the Pelham, AL Civic Complex on December 6th, 2014.  In addition the 
Division offered an information “booth” at the clinic site on the show floor.  We had a good set of visitors 
and signed up two new Division members.  Special thanks to clinicians Bob Beaty, MMR, Mark Stone and 
Craig Gardner for their good work. 

The Steel City Division has a new banner for outreach and recruitment at train shows and other events.  
The banner and information table are shown in front of the clinic area provided at Pelham Civic Center. 

Cumberland Division 

 
The Cumberland Division has its monthly meeting notices posted:  http://www.tcry.org/news.htm 

 

Headquarters Division 

Secretary Brendan Brosnan b.brosnan@epbfi.com sends news: 
 
The famous Display Layout at the Chattanooga Choo Choo is closing January 18, 2015 and will be 

demolished. 

 
See the News Release at the end of the Coupler. 

 
You may want to make the 2 hour trip to Chattanooga to see the layout one more time. It is open to the 

public for a small admission charge Sunday thru Thursday from 10 - 6 and Friday and Saturday 10 – 8. 
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Steel City Virtual Swap Meet 
Got something you’re looking for or trying to sell? Drop me a line at jstew@bhamrails.info  and we’ll 
include it free of charge for as long as you need. Make sure to include a good description with prices (if 
selling), your name, and contact info. 

For Sale:  
 

• Set of 6 - HO scale 1960's 70-ton wood chip hoppers, N&W road name, with loads, $50 

• Preiser HO figures, Set #10071 - reclining sunbathers , $9 

• Athearn RTR HO loco, GE Dash9-44CW, CSX #9009, w/Digitrax decoder and operating ditch lights, $75. 

Contact Craig Gardner at979-2666 or jcgard@bellsouth.net 
 

For Sale:  
 

• Shinohara #4 wye switch, $10; NC Bridge Co. 56' wooden truss bridge kit, $10;  

• Colorado Tree Co.60' low trestle kit, $11. 

Contact Joe Gamble at 969-2478 or jggjwg@att.net 
 

For Sale:  
 

• 2 Each Digitrax DS2012 20 Amp Power Supplies. New in Original Boxes, never removed. $150 Each, 

Retail: $179.95 each.  

• Will deliver at monthly meetings or possibly meet to exchange cash for the heavy white box.  

Contact Mike Braunstein at 205-967-3340 or x996tt2002@outlook.com 
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Club Directory & News  

News from Steel City Area Model RR Clubs 

Birmingham model railroaders have a great history of club activities.  Since the NMRA’s Steel City 
Division is not a model railroad club, per se, the Division benefits from the work of each of the 
Birmingham area model railroad clubs.  In fact, many Steel City Division members are members of the 
local clubs and vice versa.  The Coupler provides space for the clubs to tell prospective members about 
themselves and to provide our readers with news of club activities.  If you are interested in a model railroad 
club in our area, learn about the local groups below, and make contact.  You’ll be glad you did. 

The Wrecking Crew MRRC (Philip Griffith Correspondent)  

The Wrecking Crew (http://wreckingcrewbham.com/) is a model railroad club 
formed by 27 local modelers to enjoy and promote the hobby of model railroading. 
It is a diverse group with varied backgrounds, including an architect, retired 
military, commercial photographer, communications professionals, engineers and 
even a professional chef. 

The Wrecking Crew is a 100% NMRA model railroad club.  This means NMRA 
membership is a requirement to join the club.  Being a 100% club has distinct 
advantages as the National organization provides certain benefits to 100% clubs. 

The Wrecking Crew meets in the basement of McWane Center downtown – see website for information.  
One of their major activities each year is to host the McWane Science Center’s Magic of Model Trains. 

The Smoky City Rails MRRC  

(Richard Horton Correspondent) 

• Will be sponsoring a Train Show March 14, 2015, see 

Timetable and attached flyer for more info 
• Held an appreciation dinner December 27, 2014 at Danberry 

at Inverness for volunteers who helped the club during 2014.   

The Smoky City Rails MRRC (http://www.smokeycityrails.com/) is a dedicated group of model 
railroaders from the greater Birmingham metropolitan area who promote the hobby of model railroading.  
The club’s main goal is to establish a permanent location for an operating HO scale model railroad in the 
greater Birmingham metropolitan area. Our other goals include promoting the hobby of model railroading, 
promoting fellowship among all model railroaders and providing information to all model railroaders. We 
promote the hobby by displaying and operating our modular 16’ x 38’ HO scale model railroad layout; 
sponsoring model railroad trade shows; displaying exhibits; having tours of private model railroad layouts 
and having clinics at our meetings. 

Smoky City Rails meet at the home of a member – see website for information. 

The Birmingham N Scale Modular Club 
(Correspondent needed) 

The Birmingham N Scale Modular Club (BNSMC) 
(https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/bnsmc/info) is a diverse group 
of people working together to bring N-Scale to the public and to raise 
awareness of N-Scale as a viable hobby. We are currently basing our 
modular designs on the BendTrack standard and the T-Trak standard. Anyone interested in joining the 
group should watch for notice of the monthly T-Trak meeting to attend and gain more information. 
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Club Directory & News  

Black Warrior Model Railroad Association (Correspondent needed) 

The former GM&O railway station was acquired by the City of Northport in 1995. Under the auspices of 
the Northport Historic Preservation Commission and the Black Warrior Model Railroad Association in 
1999 the structure opened as a model railroad museum.  Admission is free Saturdays from 10:00 - 1:00.   
 
For more information, visit the station's Facebook Page (https://www.facebook.com/NorthportDepot ) 
 

Magic City Railroad Club (Correspondent needed)  

The Magic City Railroad Club is a model railroading club 
founded in 1989 by Alvin Kesler. He and fellow modelers began 
building a portable O-scale train layout divided into 2-foot by 4-
foot modular sections, which they assembled at various model 
train shows in the Southeast.  The club has had permanent layouts 
at West Lake Mall in Bessemer and at the Vestavia Hills City 
Center in the last 20 plus years.  Currently the club is understood 
to be seeking a new permanent home.   

The club currently helps to sponsor a Train Show with the 
Smokey City Rails Club a couple of times each year.  The Magic 
City Railroad Club supports the National Model Railroad Association. 

 

Coosa Valley Model Railroad 

Association (Correspondent needed)  

The CVMRRA operates two model railroad 
layouts.  The HO scale layout is one of the largest in 
the United States and is on permanent display on the 
second floor of the Mary G. Hardin Cultural Arts 
Center in Gadsden, Alabama.  The N scale layout is 
portable and is displayed at various train shows and 
exhibitions throughout the year.  Coosa Valley 
sponsors great train shows as well. 

The Coosa Valley MRA is located in the NMRA’s 
Mid-South Division just outside the Steel City 
boundary.  The organization’s great layout and good 
work in the hobby as well as the proximity of Gadsden 
to Birmingham are a great reason to include them in the Coupler’s Club News section. 
(http://coosavalleymodelrailroad.com/) 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4: CVMRRA layout at Gadsden.  Layout features industry 

and scenes from the Gadsden area including this steel mill. 

Figure 3: Magic City layout at the West Lake Mall 

with Tex Hawley some years ago. 
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Club Directory & News  

Steel City Shifters Operations Group 

The Steel City Shifters Operating Group is not a formal club, but a group that 
meets on a monthly basis to operate trains on the Birmingham District Model RR.  
The BDMRR is a steam era layout that represents the heavy industry of the 
Birmingham District between about 1925 and 1955.  The layout is steel mill 
themed and includes red ore mines, coal mines, quarry, coke plant and, of course, 
the steel works.  Way freights handle interchange between the L&N and 9 other 
railroads and passenger trains are run through Birmingham’s L&N Station. 
Operation is performed using JMRI train manifests and switch lists; we use a Dispatcher and walkie-talkies 
for communication. Contact Editor Stewart for more information and visit www.bhamrails.info for info on 
the layout – click on the model railroad logo on the webpage.  Visitors are welcome. 

Heart of Dixie RR Museum (Correspondent needed) 

The Heart of Dixie Railroad Museum is the official railroad museum of the state of 
Alabama! We're located just south of Birmingham in Calera, Alabama. Our museum 
features operating standard gauge and narrow gauge trains, two restored depots, an 
indoor collection of railroad artifacts and memorabilia, and an outdoor collection of 
railroad cars, locomotives, and cabooses. 

The museum is dedicated to the preservation, restoration, and operation of historically 
significant railway equipment. Our exhibits, operating railroads, and educational programs 
function as both a unique means of tourism and recreation, and also a way to preserve the rich history of 
Alabama and our nation. 

We hope you'll visit us to ride a train, look at our museum collection, and learn more about Alabama's 
railroad history. Please contact us if you have any questions. We'll see you at the depot! 

 

The Editor is currently working to set up correspondents for each of these clubs to provide current 

information on the club and its activities.  We look forward to supporting these clubs and their members by 

sharing their news as they support the model railroad hobby in the Steel City Division’s outreach area. 
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About The NMRA 

The National Model Railroad Association (NMRA) was founded in 1935 to provide standards, education 
and fellowship for the model railroad community.  Today the organization is international. 

In the United States the NMRA is divided into 15 geographical Regions plus other regions in Canada, 
Great Britain and Australasia.  There are additional NMRA organizations in other foreign countries. 

The Regions are further divided into Divisions based on county boundaries.  When you join the NMRA 
national organization you are automatically a member of the appropriate geographical Region as well as the 
Division where you live.  We’re located in the Southeastern Region (SER), which includes 15 Divisions. 

Our Steel City Division includes 19 counties across central Alabama, from the Georgia state line to the 
Mississippi state line.  We are bordered on the north by the Mid-South Division and on the south by the 
Dixie Division.  Southern Alabama and the western panhandle of Florida are served by the Gulf Division. 

The Steel City Division (SCD) has over 120 members who represent a very diverse group of modelers from 
all walks of life.  SCD publishes this newsletter and holds monthly meetings. 

You can learn more about the NMRA at the national website:  www.nmra.org  

The Southeastern Region (SER) of the NMRA has a website: www.ser-nmra.org. The site includes 
information about the Steel City Division as well as the 15 Divisions in the SER of the NMRA. 

The NMRA has a great “trial” membership called the Rail Pass.  The Rail Pass enables you to join the 
NMRA as a first time member for 6 months for only $10, gaining access to all member features except 
voting including 6 issues of the great NMRA magazine.  The Rail Pass is also available to those who have 
been away from the organization for over two years and would like to revisit membership. 

 

Figure 5: Steel City booth at Pelham Train Show with Bob Beaty, MMR giving clinic in the background. 
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Timetable (Send your organization’s event news to the Editor) 

 

Birmingham Area Regional  

 

Magic of Model Trains 
November 22nd through January 11th 
McWane Science Center 
Downtown Birmingham, AL 

 

48th Atlanta Model Train Show  
Saturday, January 17, 2015  
North Atlanta Trade Center  
Norcross, GA 

 
 

Smoky City Rails MRRC Train Show 

March 14, 2015  (9am-4 pm) 
First Baptist Church of Helena 
815 County Road 52, Helena, AL 35080 
(see flyer attached) 
Admission: $6, 8-12 $2, under 8 – FREE 

 

Piedmont Division Train Show 
Saturday & Sunday, March 14 & 15, 2015 
Cobb Galleria Centre 
Atlanta, GA 

 

 

Coosa Valley Model RR Association 

Saturday, April 18, 2015  
Gadsden Convention Hall (9am to 4pm) 
344 S First St. Gadsden, Alabama 35901 
Admission: $5.00,  under 12 – FREE 

 

  

  

 

Steel City Division Upcoming Meetings: 

All meetings are at the Hoover Public Library, Room A&B, located adjacent to  

the I-459 and US-31 Interchange, 200 Municipal Drive, Hoover, AL 35244  

205-444-7800 

 

Meeting time is 6:30 pm 

February 19th, 2015  (Note: this a 3
rd

 Thursday night) 

Topic: TBA 

March 26th, 2015  (Note: this a 4th
 Thursday night) 

Topic: TBA 

April 23rd, 2015  (Note: this a 4th
 Thursday night) 

Topic: TBA 

May 21st, 2015  (Note: this a 3rd Thursday night) 

Topic: TBA 

Steel City Meetings are held monthly except December or as otherwise noted. 
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For Google Maps use: 
 
815 County Road 52,  
Helena, AL 35080 
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Press Release 
 

For immediate Distribution / Publication 

 
December 27, 2014  
 
For further information contact: 
Brendan Brosnan, Secretary Chattanooga Area Model Railroad Club 
b.brosnan@epbfi.com  
423-602-5259 
 
Chattanooga Icon Closing 

 
The Chattanooga Area Model RR Club (CAMRC) built and maintains the model train display on the 
second floor of the Chattanooga Choo Choo. The planned renovations announced last fall and now 
underway will require CAMRC to vacate the space we have occupied for over 40 years.  
 
The layout first opened to the public in spring 1974 for weekend visitors while construction continued. 
Luther Massingill cut the ribbon on the completed layout at our official grand opening in 1975, after 2 + 
years of construction.  It was the largest public model train display in the country. Ask anyone who grew up 
in Chattanooga and they will remember their visits to the display.   
 
Over the years hundreds of thousands of visitors from every state and numerous foreign countries have 
marveled at the depiction of Lookout Mt. and other Chattanooga landmarks in miniature with the trains 
traveling past.  My best memory was when a mid-western youngster stopped with his family on their way 
home from Disney Orlando and proclaimed to his father “This is much better than anything we saw at 
Disney World”. 
 
The Layout will close Sunday January 18, 2015 and demolition will begin the next day.   

 
Plans are being developed to build a new, more state of the art computer assisted layout elsewhere at the 

Choo Choo, but no timetable has been established.  

 
Regardless if you have never seen it or have enjoyed it in the past, now is the time to see this Chattanooga 
tourist icon before the doors close forever.  
 
The layout is open to the public for a small admission charge Sunday thru Thursday from 10 - 6 and Friday 

and Saturday 10 - 8, so don’t miss this chance to relive your childhood one more time before the doors 

close for good.  

 
Chattanooga Area Model Railroad Club  

 
[Editor Note: Brendan Brosnan joined the club in June 1973, served as Treasurer 1974-1978 left the area do 
to job transfer, returning after retirement in 2013 and rejoined the club.] 


