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September Meeting 

Coal Fired Electric Power Plants for your Layout, Show and Tell, and 

Officer Elections  

This month, Mark Stone will discuss modeling coal-fired power plants and the railroad operations 

surrounding them. In addition, we will have a second helping of our “Show and Tell”, so members are 

encouraged to bring their current or past projects and describe them.  Like we did back in August, we just 

ask that it be something that YOU built, painted, kitbashed, or scratchbuilt, etc. (ie: more than just 

something you just bought at the hobby shop that afternoon and pulled out of a box). Big or small, simple 

or complicated, it doesn’t matter…We want to see your work! Finally, we will be electing our officers for 

the next term (see John Stewart’s article beginning on page 2 for more details). 

The presentation will begin at 6:30 pm, our regular meeting time since moving to the Hoover Library. 

Come by and at see us in Meeting Room A&B. – Jason 

Future Meetings 

January 15th, 2015 (Note: this a 3
rd

 Thursday night) 

Hoover Library, Meeting Room A&B, 6:30 pm 

Topic: TBA 

February 19th, 2015 (Note: this a 3
rd

 Thursday night) 

Hoover Library, Meeting Room A&B, 6:30 pm 

Topic: TBA 

March 26th, 2015 (Note: this a 4
th

 Thursday night) 

Steel City Division Meeting 
Please plan to attend the next meeting on 

Thursday, November 20th, 2014 6:30pm 
Hoover Library, Meeting Room A&B 
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Hoover Library, Meeting Room A&B, 6:30 pm 

Topic: TBA 

April 23rd, 2015 (Note: this a 4
th

 Thursday night) 

Hoover Library, Meeting Room A&B, 6:30 pm 

Topic: TBA 

 

Superintendent’s Office 

 A Few Things 
 

By John Stewart, Superintendent    

 

National Model Railroad Month 

November is National Model Railroad Month which is intended to 

promote the overall hobby of model railroading.  Some ideas from 

the NMRA that you can do this month to promote our hobby: 

 Have a layout open house for your neighbors…just distribute flyers to several dozen houses near 

yours telling them you have a model railroad in your home, and this would be a great opportunity to 

sneak a peek. 

  Take a train to work – bring a model to your workplace and put it in a spot where your co-workers 

can get a good look at it.  If you’re really ambitious, bring a different model every week…or every 

day! 

 Hold a clinic or two at your local public library.  Contact the library, tell them what you’re doing, 

and book a time on a weekend or evening.  Then hold a “How to get started in model railroading” 

clinic by showing pictures and having models that they can see and touch.  

 Take a few dozen photos of your layout with your smartphone, and then show them to your friends 

and co-workers.  Tell them it’s easy to get started in model railroading, and explain how much fun it 

is. 

Steel City Division to Provide Clinics at December 6 Train Show 

On December 6, 2014 the Steel City Division will provide clinics at the upcoming Smokey City 

Rails/Magic City Chapter TCA joint Model Train Show at the Pelham Civic Center.  The Train Show 

runs from 9 am to 4 pm.  The clinics are scheduled at three time slots: 

 10:30 – Mark Stone, “How to turn your train set into a model railroad” 

 11:30 – Bob Beaty, “How to make rocks out of seat cushion foam” (Recently seen at Division 

meeting) 

 1:30 – Craig Gardner, “Making trees from skewers and wire plus an easy way to make great 

backdrop ridgelines” 
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We hope to draw visitors at the train show who may be interested in starting a new venture into model 

railroading.  Of course, many of us could benefit from the techniques shown in these clinics.  These clinic 

topics were selected to appeal to those interested in model railroading or just starting. 

We appreciate the interest and cooperation of the Smokey City MRRC and the TCA in supporting our Steel 

City Division’s outreach to potential new comers to the hobby.  Thanks guys! 

Regional Convention for Birmingham in 2018? 

You likely know that each year in June there is a Regional Convention for the Southeastern Region (SER) 

of the NMRA.  Last year we were in Memphis, and this coming year, June 5-6, 2015 we will be in 

Greeneville, SC.  The following year, 2016, the Regional is scheduled for Huntsville, and there is a 

proposal on the table for a Regional Convention site for 2017. 

You may recall that the last Regional Convention in Birmingham was held in June, 2010.  So, our “turn” 

will come around again.  Your leadership is recommending that Birmingham host the Regional Convention 

in June, 2018.  That seems like a long way away, but it is time to start planning!  What would you like to 

see us do in Birmingham in 2018?  Birmingham has a great railroad tradition and a good Division success 

story for Regional Conventions – we even did the National in 1988! 

Our next opportunity to pitch Birmingham as a Regional Convention site will be to the SER Board of 

Directors Meeting in Panama City, FL on February 6-7, 2015.  What are your thoughts on 

Birmingham’s Steel City Division hosting a Regional Convention in 2015?  Let us know what you think as 

we consider preparation of our proposal to the Board of Directors.  What would you like to see at a 

Regional Convention in your hometown – what would you like to see done differently or for the first time? 

As we move forward with this project, we will be forming a Convention Steering Committee.  Let us know 

what job you would like to fill to prepare for a Regional Convention, or if you will serve on the Steering 

Committee.  Let us know what you would like us to propose to the Board of Directors. 

New Layouts in Planning and Under Construction, Layout Operations 

Recently, your Superintendent and friend had an opportunity to visit two new layouts under construction in 

our Division.  These are layouts by Steel City Members Winston Greaves and Malcolm Sokol.  Both 

layouts are well along in construction and feature specific themes.  Winston’s will feature an interesting 

theme from his boyhood home in Trinidad during the transition era.  Malcolm’s will be a Birmingham steel 

industry theme railroad.  Both layouts are planned for formal operations.  It is exciting to see new layouts 

under construction and to learn about the plans and dreams of the owners.  We look forward to more 

progress reports and visits to these layouts. 

Another member, John Pate is planning a new layout with a theme of Birmingham’s L&N in the 1960’s 

and 70’s based on Boyles Yard as a focal point.  The layout is well along in the planning stages and 

construction is expected to start soon.  Operations will be a key to the planning of this freight oriented 

railroad featuring northbound and southbound mainline traffic as well as a number of local switching 

districts. 

Let us know if you are working on a layout in terms of planning, construction or expansion.  Or maybe you 

are planning to implement operations on an existing layout.  In any event, share your interests and efforts 

with the Coupler and we’ll share it with our members. 
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If you are interested in operations and want to learn more, Division Superintendent John Stewart has an 

operating session each month on the Birmingham District Model RR that is open to Division members and 

potential members.  We have recently changed to a Saturday afternoon time, from 1 to 4:30 and typically 

will be on the first Saturday afternoon of the month.  If you are interested send John an email at 

jstew@bhamrails.info   Note that we will not hold an Ops Session on December 6
th

 due to the Train Show 

clinics sponsored by the Division. 

Election of Officers 

We will be considering election of Division Officers at our meeting this week on November 20
th

. 

Our own Jason Parham has served faithfully as Secretary of the Division as well as doing a great job of 

editing our newsletter.  Jason has recently started service as President of the Wrecking Crew MRRC as well 

as a new term as a Regional Director for the SER Board of Directors.  He has asked to be replaced as 

Division Secretary in consideration of his new responsibilities at the local and Regional level. 

 John Pate has agreed to run for the position of Division Secretary. 

 Dr. Carey Ketchum is willing to continue as Division Treasurer 

 Mark Stone is willing to continue as Assistant Division Superintendent. 

 John Stewart would like to find a candidate for Division Superintendent. 

If you would like to serve or would like to nominate a candidate please attend our Division meeting at the 

Hoover Library this Thursday, November 20
th

 at the Hoover Library starting at 6:30 pm, Room A&B on 

the lower level of the Library.  If you propose a candidate, please obtain their agreement to serve before 

nominating them. – John 

 

Clerk’s Desk 

Got Horn Hooks? No Problem! 

By Jason Parham, Secretary 

 

You probably know that I am a fan of the so-called “bargain bin” cars that 

you can find train shows. In my past conversations with our Superintendent 

John Stewart, I’m pretty sure he shares my fondness. I believe John calls 

these “rescue cars”, comparing them to rescue animals. These are always the second-hand equipment 

sitting out in the open on the swap meet tables. Now, these things can range in condition from pretty good 

to outright garbage, but even the worst ones can occasionally be good kitbash fodder with really surprising 

results. But let’s say you picked up a fairly decent car that is more-or-less in operating condition with one 

exception…those horn hook couplers. 

Sure you can convert the car over once you get home, but let’s say you get home and you find out you stash 

of Kadees has been wiped out, the hobby shop is closed, time is short, the open house is tomorrow, and you 

really want to show off your new purchase. Relax! You can get a horn hook to couple up to a Kadee and 

probably do so in less time than it would take to make a conversion car. 

mailto:jstew@bhamrails.info
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Above is “sort of” a bargain bin find, or rather the Frankenstein-like aftermath of such a find. This is a 3-

door baggage-mail with a 15ft RPO section (denoted by the singe widow next to the nearest door) created 

from the hulks of two old Athearn heavyweight baggage cars and one RPO shell. The inspiration of this 

mashup came from a photocopy of a GM&O diagram sheet I ran across. Of course, this car still has the 

horn hooks on it, so we’ll use it as a demonstration. What you will need is 1) a set of flush cutting pliers 

and 2) a small flat file or emory board.  

Step 1: Take your pliers and clip anything off below the main part of the coupler. You may be able to get 

by with just removing the vertical pin at the very bottom but I usually cut off everything below the knuckle 

itself. What you will end up with is what is shown in the lower right image. The point of this is to avoid 

interference with the trip pin on the knuckle coupler of an adjoining car. Of course, if you have removed 

the trip pins on your equipment, then you can probably skip this step. 
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Step 2: Clip off the portion of the coupler’s horn that extends past the coupler’s knuckle as shown below. 

 

Step 3: More than likely, you will be left with a slight stub of the coupler’s horn, so a slight amount of 

cleanup will be necessary. A few passes with a small flat file or an emory board will work fine for this. Be 

careful not to remove too much material at this location as it can weaken the coupler to the point the 

knuckle will not be able to withstand the pulling forces through the draft gear in a train. Keep a Kadee-

equipped car nearby and check the fit periodically. You want the couplers to drop into each other fairly 

smoothly. 

 

And there you go! Here is the finished product. Understand that while the cars will couple they will not do 

so automatically. While operating sessions are a bit out of the question, this should at least allow that newly 

acquired car to be run on your railroad until you can get around to swapping those couplers out. – Jason 
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News from the NMRA Headquarters 

National News  

Portland Express, the 2015 NMRA National Convention, provides updates through its mailing list.    Visit 

the Portland Express website to sign up.  Updates are also available through its Facebook page and Twitter 

account. 

SER News 

The SER Winter 2015 meeting of the Board of Directors will be February 7th, 2014 in Panama City, FL.  

The SER's next fundraiser will be a CD of some of the best clinics presented by SER members.  Clinics on 

any topic are welcomed, preferably with pictures.  Electronic format is preferred but hard copy can be 

scanned.  If you are interested in contributing, contact Bob Beaty, MMR at rabeaty@bellsouth.net.   

2014 Mini-Meet 

he Mid-South Division held a successful mini-meet September 27th in Huntsville, AL.  The meet included 

clinics and visits to a number of area layouts, including the Redstone Model Railroad Club's Alabama 

Tennessee & Northern Railroad.  The Mid-South Division also gave away three Rail Pass memberships.  

Thanks go to Superintendent Sandy Warrington and his crew for hosting this event. 

2015 Convention 

Registration is open for Palmetto Excursion, the 2015 SER Convention, hosted by the Palmetto Division.  

For more information about the convention, visit the Palmetto Excursion website. 

Division Happenings 

 November 22nd and 23rd.  The Gulf Division is participating in the 2014 Pensacola Model Train 

Show to be held at the Hadji Shrine Temple, 800 West Nine Mile Road, Pensacola, FL.  For 

additional information, visit the Gulf Division page.  

 November 22nd - 30th.  The Middle Georgia Model Railroad Club presents the 7th annual Planes 

and Trains exhibit at the Museum of Aviation, GA Highway 247 and Russell Parkway, Warner 

Robins, GA. The exhibit will include operating model railroads and dealer tables.  Exhibit hours are 

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., closed Thanksgiving Day.  Free admission.  For additional information, visit 

the museum website. 

 December 6th.  The Steel City Division will present three clinics for the Smokey City Model 

Railroad Club's Train Show, to be held at the Pelham, AL Civic Complex.  For more information 

about the show, visit the Smokey City Model Railroad Club website. 

Photo of the Month 

Mississippi's 168-mile Columbus & Greenville Ry was one of those quintessential down-south shortlines 

that seemed to ooze character with just about everything it did. When it came to track inspection vehicles, 

they surely lived up to the road’s reputation by owning a series of automobiles converted to flanged wheels. 

The first inspection car, a Ford Model-T sedan was purchased in 1927 and delivered with two sets of 

interchangeable wheels allowing it to run on wither roads or tracks as need required. The car was 

designated C&G No. 1 and served the Railway for almost twenty years before being retired and stored in 

the railroad's blacksmith shop at Columbus, Miss. The “T-model” wouldn’t hibernate in the shop forever, 

as it was later restored, occasionally displayed at public functions in Mississippi, and eventually donated to 

the Smithsonian Institution in 1984.  

To replace the “T”, a Nash 600 was purchased in October 1947. It was converted to flanged steel wheels by 

years end and designated as C&G No. 2. However, with the Nash only having four steel wheels, it proved 
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to be unstable and prone to derailment at anything above low speeds. As a result, the Nash was converted 

back to highway duty by September 1948.  

At the same time the Nash was getting put back onto rubber tires, the C&G purchased a 1948 Buick and 

initially assigned it to the road’s traffic manager, Z. P. Hawkins. To avoid the stability issues experienced 

with the Nash, master mechanic W. A. Trayler, Jr designed a four wheeled front truck for the Buick using 

motor car wheels, The car was christened as the new C&G No. 1 but it was more commonly known to 

railroaders around Columbus simply as “the Buick”. 

The car enjoyed a long and successful career on the C&G, with a clean record of no derailments or 

collisions. A 1965 Birmingham News article reported the car to have a top speed of 35-mph, getting an 

impressive 18 miles per gallon, and still running on the original engine after 17 years of service. (no word 

on how many miles were on the odometer at the time though). Typically, the car would make a 3-day round 

trip to Greenville and back about once a month. The long duration of the trip was due to the frequent stops 

to check track, trestles and various structures along the line. The inspection crew would usually make it 113 

miles west of Columbus to the town of Greenwood on the first day. Day 2 would find the car making it to 

Greenville, turning around, and heading back again to Greenwood. The last day the party would return to 

Columbus.  

When not in use, the car was stored in a small garage adjacent to the Columbus roundhouse and continued 

to call that garage home all the way until 2012. By this time, the C&G had purchased by Genesee & 

Wyoming Industries and had the Buick moved to the company's regional office in Jacksonville, FL in 2012. 

Here we find, courtesy of the John C. Hawkins collection, “the Buick” at the C&G’s centennial celebration 

on February 12
th

, 1982. Propping up against those thick steel fenders is noted railroad author, photographer, 

and historian Louis Saillard (left) along with C&G Chairman & President Sam Y. Wilhite (right). The 

C&G’s office car “King Cotton” is in the background. 
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Until next month…... – Jason 

PS: I’m always on the hunt for interesting photos to use. If you have one you would like to volunteer for 

future use (either vintage or present day), please let me know.  

 Steel City Swap Meet 

Got something you’re looking for or trying to sell? Drop me a line at gmo1515@comcast.net and we’ll 

include it free of charge for as long as you need. Make sure to include a good description with prices (if 

selling), your name, and contact info. 

For Sale: Set of 6 - HO scale 1960's 70-ton wood chip hoppers, N&W road name, with loads, $50 

Preiser HO figures, Set #10071 - reclining sunbathers , $9 

Athearn RTR HO loco, GE Dash9-44CW, CSX #9009, w/Digitrax decoder and operating ditch lights, $75. 

Contact Craig Gardner at979-2666 or jcgard@bellsouth.net 

For Sale: Shinohara #4 wye switch, $10; NC Bridge Co. 56' wooden truss bridge kit, $10; Colorado Tree 

Co.60' low trestle kit, $11. 

Contact Joe Gamble at 969-2478 or jggjwg@att.net 

For Sale: 2 Each Digitrax DS2012 20 Amp Power Supplies. New in Original Boxes, never removed. $150 

Each, Retail: $179.95 each. Will deliver at monthly meetings or possibly meet to exchange cash for the 

heavy white box. Contact Mike Braunstein at 205-967-3340 or x996tt2002@outlook.com 

mailto:gmo1515@comcast.net
../AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/jcgard@bellsouth.net
mailto:jggjwg@att.net
mailto:x996tt2002@outlook.com
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Steel City Division Officers 

 

Superintendent  John Stewart 205-901-3790 jstew@bhamrails.info 

Assist. Superintendent Mark Stone 205-637-6733  mark.stone@kbr.com 

Secretary   Jason Parham 205-534-6529 gmo1515@comcast.net 

Treasurer   Carey Ketchum 205-871-5495 cketchu1@bellsouth.net 

If you can receive your 
“Coupler” via 

e-mail, you can help save 
printing costs.   Send your 

e-mail address to 

gmo1515@comcast.
net 

 

Timetable 

Annual Piedmont Pilgrimage 
Saturdays and Sundays from October 18th through November 23rd 

Over 80 Atlanta-area layouts on display over 6 weekends 

See http://piedmontpilgrimage.com/ for more information 

 

North Pole Express 
Fridays, Nov. 21

st
, 28

th
 & Dec. 5

th
, 12

th
, 19

th
 departure times: 5:00 pm, 6:30 pm, 8:00 pm 

Saturdays Nov. 22
nd

, 29
th
 & Dec. 6

th
, 13

th
, 20

th
 departure times: 5:00 pm, 6:30 pm, 8:00 pm 

Sundays Nov. 23
rd

, 30
th
 & Dec. 7

th
 departure times: 5:00 pm, 6:30 pm, 8:00 pm 

Sunday December 14
th
 departure times: 5:00 pm, 8:00 pm 

Heart of Dixie Railroad Museum 

Calera AL 

See http://www.hodrrm.org/default.cfm for more information 

 

Magic of Model Trains 
November 22

nd
 through January 11

th
 

McWane Science Center 

Downtown Birmingham, AL 

 

Smokey City Rails & Magic Valley Chapter TCA Train Show and Sale 
December 6

th
, 2014 9am-4pm 

Pelham Civic Complex 

Pelham, AL 

 

48th Atlanta Model Train Show  
Saturday, January 17, 2015  

North Atlanta Trade Center  

Norcross, GA 

 

Piedmont Division Train Show 
Saturday & Sunday, March 14 & 15, 2015 

Cobb Galleria Centre 

Atlanta, GA 

 

Steel City Division Meetings: 

2014: 9/25, 10/30, 11/20 

2015:  1/15, 2/19 3/26, 4/23 (Later dates TBD due to change in venue) 

../AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/mark.stone@kbr.com
mailto:gmo1515@comcast.net
http://piedmontpilgrimage.com/
http://www.hodrrm.org/default.cfm

