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September Meeting 

Foam Rocks from Couch Cushions with Bob Beaty, MMR 

  

The picture on the left shows an old cast-off couch and the one on the right is a rick cliff. Now, normally 

you wouldn’t associate one with the other but these two things have more in common than you might think. 

Come by and at 6:30pm in Meeting Room A&B of the Hoover Library on September 25
th

 and Master 

Model Railroader Bob Beaty will show you how to turn the foam rummber in an old couch or chair into an 

easy way to make lightweight rock forms for your layout. We hope to see you all there! – Jason 

Future Meetings 

October 30th, 2014 

Hoover Library, Meeting Room A&B, 6:30 pm 

Topic: John Stewart’s Track Planning for Realistic Operations 

 

Steel City Division Meeting 
Please plan to attend the next meeting on 

Thursday, September 25th, 2014 6:30pm 
Hoover Library, Meeting Room A&B 
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November 20th, 2014 

Hoover Library, Meeting Room A&B, 6:30 pm 

Topic: Mark Stone’s Show and Tell/Coal Fired Electric Power Plants for your Layout 

January 15th, 2015 (Note: this a 3
rd

 Thursday night) 

Hoover Library, Meeting Room A&B, 6:30 pm 

Topic: TBA 

February 19th, 2015 (Note: this a 3
rd

 Thursday night) 

Hoover Library, Meeting Room A&B, 6:30 pm 

Topic: TBA 

August Meeting Recap  

The program for our August meeting was a “show and tell” 

moderated by Assistant Superintendent Mark Stone.  This format 

of the meeting gave everyone who wanted to share a work in 

progress, or completed project a chance to do so.  We had a good 

range of items from a number of members 

Noel Whatley was first up with a Walthers kit built by his grandson 

Nicholas Lewis.  Nicholas was not able to attend the Division 

meeting since it was a school night, but we hope he can join his 

Granddad and us when studies allow.  Noel has been working with 

his grandson to teach model railroading skills.  This includes 

Nicholas attendance at one of our local monthly operations sessions.  

Noel explained that he is working with Nicholas, providing 

coaching and help as needed.  This includes techniques or when 

both need “coaching” assistance in looking up “how to do it” 

articles. 

The project is a well done version of Walthers Golden Valley 

Canning Company, with both exterior and interior details and 

weathering.  Warehouse doors are open to enable a view inside 

the building, and view blocks are provided inside.  This kit 

includes a separate power house which Nicholas completed 

with a well done “smoke plume” of cotton sprayed with dark gray 

“smoke”.  Overall this was a very well done project.  It was clear 

that Granddad was proud of the skills shown in Nicholas work.  We 

only wish Nicholas could have attended to see the praise expressed 

for his work. 

Jason Parham, our Division Secretary and Newsletter Editor showed 

a GM&O (what else?) caboose kitbashed from an Athearn shell and 

other components.  Jason explained the prototype history of his 
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model as one of a series that were rebuilt by the railroad to “modernize” them including changing to a “wide 

vision” cupola. 

Jason explained the components used and the 

steps taken to produce a great model with an 

interesting prototype history.  All in all this is a 

great example of kitbashing to a high level to 

produce “just the right model for the owner’s 

tastes and needs”. 

Jason also shared a well done job on an O Scale 

saw mill that is a work in progress.  He explained 

the source of the prototype information as well 

as some of the tricks used to make things like the 

overhead drive system pulleys from dowel “slices” and 

tape.  This was a great example of a well-researched and 

planned “one of a kind” model at a skill level of building a 

unique prototype. 

Jason is one of our Division members currently without a 

layout, but who clearly has great modeling skills.  He is also a real contributor to the work of the Wrecking Crew MR 

Club and their multiple layouts. 

Chuck “I Love to Scratchbuild” Lampman was our next “show and 

teller”.  Chuck brought a series of scratchbuilt structure including a 

store and several industrial village “company houses” as seen around 

Birmingham.  Chuck walked us though each of the projects explaining 

briefly how the idea came to be, the source for information and his 

approach to the model including materials and sources of details. 

An interesting building was the store that Church built from photos 

taken on a vacation trip.  He shared the photos used and briefly 

explained how he developed the model from the photos.  Chuck 

clearly enjoys his work and has a good eye for details.  In addition he 

has clever sources of materials such as the banding used to attach the TV 

antenna to the brick chimney of the Mt. Conway Store – artist/drafters tape. 

Another of Chuck’s models was this 

alternate style workers house, which is similar to many seen around 

Birmingham.  Chuck has built multiple versions of these houses as a 

project in support of the “layout in a boxcar” built by the Wrecking Crew 

for the Bessemer Hall of History’s tribute to the Pullman Standard 

Company’s 100,000th Boxcar which is open to the public and contains a 

detailed representation of historic downtown Bessemer.  Clearly Chuck 

contributed to the Bessemer project. 

Next up was Bob Beaty, MMR, who showed off his neat pile driver in 

progress.  The pile driver was built around an Ertl brand “donkey engine” 

which Bob had purchased – although it needed additional parts to be a “real working engine”.  Bob developed the 
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wooden from and pile driving boom system from photos and his 

interest and experience with narrow gauge model railroading.  

Bob had to create various parts from scratch to add cable spools and 

related drive train.  The cables will unwind and the pile driver head 

moves along code 40 guide rails.  Bob reports that the pile driver 

performs well when left near a proposed trestle site. 

When finished the model is planned to have trucks, although the 

model is currently in a “sled” configuration which was common for 

equipment of this kind.  Bob received a lot of good questions on this 

nifty model relating to how a 

prototype could do tasks like 

battered pile driving or swiveling to 

work on outside/adjacent piles for 

bridges or fenders.  This is a great 

model of an essential piece of 

railroad construction equipment. 

Our next show and tell was shared 

by Charlton MacArthur who 

brought a 3 rail O scale N&W Pacific 

passenger locomotive.  Charlton 

explained that this locomotive 

came from the Pennsy who was a 

majority owner of the Norfolk & 

Western but had the good 

judgment to leave this money 

making railroad alone.  Charlton 

explained that the locomotive was adapted to 3-rail 

operation with a modified tender adapted to the 

locomotive.  Bob Beaty provided painting and light 

weathering of the locomotive.  It would be great to 

see the locomotive and the entire N&W consist in 

action on a layout. 

Let no one say that there is not a fine opportunity to 

model prototype equipment and operations in 3 rail 

O scale model railroading. 

Mike Burns is a former railroad engineer who shared 

a unique piece of passenger equipment for his “show 

and tell”.  Mike brought a model of an L&N 

heavyweight baggage-coach combine which was 

rebuilt into a “short” coach (only) car to go with early 

1940’s stream-lined equipment placed in service by 
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the L&N.  The 

prototype was 

rebuilt by the 

L&N’s South 

Louisville shops.  

The model 

project had been 

featured as a Bob 

Chapman article 

in the Rairoad 

Model Craftsman 

magazine in May 

1997.  Although 

the model 

features welded steel sides to replace the heavyweight riveted panels, the Louisville shops chose to maintain the 

heavyweight style clerestory roof.  That feature and the short length of a former Combine would have made the car 

an eye-catching part of any passenger train consist. 

Speaking of the L&N, the Singletary family were well represented, father and 

son.  Young Josh Singletary shared a model of an L&N  section car shed and tool 

house that he built from an American Model Builders wooden kit recently.  

Although a bit shy about getting to the front of the room, Josh instantly gained 

the respect of everyone when his work was passed around for inspection. 

Josh is clearly coming along very well as a model builder.  He is also an avid 

model railroad operator and is nearly always waiting at the Dispatcher’s desk 

looking for a train at the Birmingham District Model RR Ops Session on the first 

Friday of each month. 

Dad Lee reports that Josh has “taken over” the Singletary layout with a variety of 

equipment that reflects Josh’s varied interests.  He also shared a Norfolk 

Southern diesel that had been repainted and had new decals added for the NS. 

Dad Lee Singletary is a quiet fellow but he clearly is proud of Josh’s interest and work in model railroading.  Lee is a 

well known modeler, as well as L&N enthusiast, having served as the President of the L&N Historical Society and 

currently working on an L&NHS Convention in Birmingham in 2015. 
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Lee brought two interesting and related models to our meeting for show and tell.  One is a model of a steel frame 

ash hoist that would have been required at any steam era engine terminal.  His second model is a 25 ton Fairbanks 

Morse “standard design” coal loader.  This FM “catalogue” design could be found at several locations, one being the 

L&N engine terminal on Morris Avenue in downtown Birmingham which utilized a nominal storage capacity in the 

below track dump and a bucket loader. 

Although this model is available commercially Lee indicates that the particular commercial model is so close to 

scratch building that it was about the same at ground zero.  Both these models are a tribute to Lee’s well known 

talent and skill. 

Whit Fancher is another member who confesses to having 

become a convert to scratch building.  His model flatcar in 

progress led to the confession that he “is becoming a rivet 

counter”.  Whit went on to explain that he had thoroughly 

researched every facet of this early era freight car in narrow 

gauge.  He told the audience that he had learned and could 

document every detail of the car frame construction, and 

that every prototype component of the frame and rigging 

was being represented.  He alluded to modifying pliers to 

make a tool for bending grab irons as well as scratch 

building stake pockets from brass tubing and wire.  Whit 

explained that this car frame could be used as the basis for a 

full range of narrow gauge rolling stock, depending upon the 

way the topside superstructure was finished out.  Sadly, the 

author didn’t get a close-up picture of Whit’s interesting and 

extremely detailed project.  It would certainly have required 
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a macro lens to capture all Whit’s details.  

William Latture brought several models-in-progress to 

the show in tell.  These included a gondola kit car body 

and underframe shown above.  Williams projects 

include these kits which are aimed at detailing 

prototype cars on Southeastern railroads.  These highly 

detailed kits should make for great rolling stock on 

William’s layout which is under construction.  Cars 

included several gondolas and a transfer caboose. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assistant Superintendent Mark Stone set the program for the August Division meeting by offering an open “show 

and tell” night.  Mark wasn’t sure if we would have a good turnout and whether modelers would come forth.  

Clearly they did, and the quality and variety of models show was very good.  Mark figured that if no one showed up 
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he would cover the program with a presentation of his work-in-progress coke plant for his soon to be started layout 

of the Chesapeake Western RR. 

Mark came well prepared with a great handout documenting the steel works and coke plants to be found on the 

South Chicago area along the Calumet River.  He also included HABS-HAER information from the Library of Congress 

on the Thomas Coke plant in Birmingham. 

Mark’s coke works is a kitbash and detail-added project based on his research and using a Walthers Coke Works as 

a starting point.  Many of the plant components are modified and Mark relies in part on his research as well as his 

career experience as a construction project principal in the power plant construction industry.  A highlight of his 

model was his “coke pusher” machine which was an intricate scratchbuilt component of the overall plant.  Mark 

used a modified “short” arm machine to save space and still represent all the key elements of the coke making 

process and plant. 

At the end of the evening our audience was still busy looking, enjoying and asking questions about the various 

models shared.  Mark challenged our audience saying we clearly have a lot of talent and a wide range of interests in 

our Steel City Division.  It seems clear that we should be able to have a steady stream of presentations on a variety 

of model railroad projects and topics from our members.  IT appears that Mark’s “Show and Tell” meeting format 

was successful and likely to be repeated. 

What are you working on?  We would love to have you share it with us at a Division Meeting soon. – John 

 

White River Productions acquires Railroad Model 

Craftsman 

 

"We are excited to welcome The Railroad Press and these two Carstens titles to our family of White River 

Productions publications,” said Kevin EuDaly, president of White River Productions. "These magazines are 

important railroad publications and White River Productions looks forward to continuing their legacies.” 

Subscribers will be pleased to know existing subscriptions are to be honored and fulfilled by the new 

ownership. Fulfillment will be based on the number of remaining issues in existing subscriptions. Due to 

the need to get the magazines’ cover dates current, a combined issue scenario will likely be employed, but 

the number of issues owed to each subscriber will be adjusted accordingly. 

"If you have six issues left on your subscription, you will receive six issues,” EuDaly said. The magazines’ 

new mailing address for all subscriber, reader, and industry communication is White River Productions, PO 

Box 48, Bucklin, MO 64631. 

Advertisers should contact Mike Lindsay of White River Productions at 800-282-3291 or via email at 

ads@railfan.com, ads@modelcraftsman.com, or ads@modelrailroadnews.com. Mike will be managing 

advertising for the new titles. 

About The Railroad Press 

The Railroad Press magazine was founded by Gregory Monroe in 1989 with the idea of presenting the 

finest railroad photography in a high quality publication. Today, TRP magazine carries on that tradition 

under Jaime Serensits and includes stories and photos by retired engineer Mike Bednar, detailed news and 
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information about our nation’s locomotive fleet, plus columns dedicated to getting the most out of your 

camera and scanner. Detailed captions complement the stunning photography that has become the hallmark 

of this publication. TRP magazine is sold by most fine hobby shops, many bookstores, and is offered to 

readers in the mail via annual subscription. 

The Railroad Press magazine’s most recent issue was Issue 102 (Jul-Aug-Sep 2014). Issue 103 (Oct-Nov-

Dec 2014) will come out under the White River Productions flag, but will still be produced by long-time 

editor Jaime Serensits. Serensits will continue to serve as editor for White River Productions, so the look 

and feel of The Railroad Press magazine will likely stay much the same. 

About Railroad Model Craftsman 

Railroad Model Craftsman magazine was founded in 1933 by Emanuele Stieri as The Model Craftsman, 

aimed at all areas of scale modeling. Ownership of the publishing company passed in 1934 to Charles Penn. 

In 1949 the name of the publication was changed to Railroad Model Craftsman, with a focus on the scale 

model train hobby exclusively. Hal Carstens joined the publishing firm in 1952 and purchased the company 

in 1963, renaming it Carstens Publications. 

About Railfan & Railroad 

Railfan & Railroad in concept goes back to 1968 when future Railroad Model Craftsman editor Tony 

Koester along with Jim Boyd pitched the idea to Carstens for a "railfan’s” magazine. By 1971 Jim Boyd 

had joined Carstens to work on Flying Models, and in 1974 Railfan was born as a quarterly publication. It 

went to six times a year in 1977, and monthly in 1987. In 1979 it was merged with the defunct Railroad 

magazine (which began in 1906 as Railroad Man’s Magazine), becoming Railfan & Railroad. The 

magazine was edited by Jim Boyd from its inception until his retirement in 1998, after which Steve Barry 

took over as Editor. 

Carstens Publications’ final issues of these two titles are the June issues, and future issues will be produced 

by White River Productions. Staff assignments for the two publications have not yet been determined. 

Included in the agreement is the Books Division of Carstens Publications, which will continue under White 

River Productions. Not included is Flying Models magazine. 

Southern 4501 makes its debut 

 
Saturday, September 6

th
, 2014 marked a big day for the Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum Southern 

#4501 (the engine which kick started the Southern’s steam program in 1966) made her first runs under her 

own power since 1998. TVRM chose to let the engine make its debut during their annual Railfest event 

which Steel City Div. member John Pate, Jr. attended and took these photos.  

The six year restoration also saw the addition of a copy of a Worthington SA from a Chinese QJ 2-10-2 

steam locomotive, a stoker, and roller bearings on the pilot and trailing trucks. Many of her sisters had 
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stokers and Worthington 

feedwater heaters installed 

during their careers on the 

Southern, but 4501 was 

sold to the Kentucky & 

Tennessee in 1948 before 

those upgrades could be 

installed. Even so, 

Southern had already 

replaced the cylinder 

castings during a prior 

overhaul to accommodate 

this upgrade. TVRM shop 

crews took care to 

maintain the overall 

“Southern” look during 

the installation to 

maintain authenticity. 

Look for 4501 to begin 

pulling  some mainline 

excursions beginning in 

2015 as part of Norfolk 

Southern’s 21
st
 Century 

Steam Program. 

 

 

 

Superintendent’s Office 

 What is Prototypical, Anyway? 
 

By John Stewart, Superintendent    

 

I have a couple of things on my plate as I write this.  One is that my 

youngest son is getting married on Saturday, Sept. 27, in Orange 

Beach.  Due to this I will be out of town for the Division meeting but 

I expect that you all will struggle through without my leadership (!). 

The other item is that Saturday, Sept. 20
th

 I will be a presenter at the Atlanta Railway Prototype Modeler’s 

(RPM) Meet in Kennesaw, GA at the Southern Museum of Civil War and Locomotive History.  I have to 

admit that I am a bit intimidated by the RPM, at least in concept.  But we’ll see how it goes. 

This week on TV there is a serious Ken Burn’s documentary about the Roosevelt’s – Teddy, Eleanor, and 

Franklin – certainly three famous Americans who are somewhat larger than life.  All three of these famous 

American’s were well known and recognizable figures in their own era as well as today. 

So, that brings up my question for this month’s column – What is Prototypical, Anyway?  As long as I have 

been interested in trains and model railroading, which is my whole life, I have heard the term 

“prototypical” used.  In general prototype refers to “the real thing”.   
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Prototypical, to me, has a lot of connotations.  At our last meeting, during show and tell, Whit Fancher 

stood up and said, “I have to admit it, I am becoming a rivet counter.”  Sort of like a 12 Step Program 

might be in order.  “Hello, my name is Whit and I am a rivet counter.  Hi Whit.”  That sort of thing comes 

to mind.  Whit went on to say that he was beginning to enjoy being a rivet counter.  “Hi Whit…” 

Another time, I invited a fellow to visit my model Railroad.  He came and I was showing him around and 

explaining my “interpretation” of the Birmingham Industrial District, as incomplete as it was and still is.  

He didn’t say much but looked and nodded a lot.  Finally he looked at a particular rail car on the layout and 

said, “That’s not prototypical.”  It seemed very important to him to point that out.  It was less important to 

me… 

So, let’s talk about prototypical, since I am going to go to Atlanta (Kennesaw) and talk to some “prototype 

modelers” tomorrow. 

Consider the Roosevelt’s for a moment – Teddy specifically.  Here’s a photo image of 

Teddy Roosevelt that I think most of us would agree is pretty recognizable.  Is it 

prototypical?  Not much doubt, it is T. R. but is it prototypical? 

Here is another image of Teddy Roosevelt.  I would say it is still 

clearly recognizable as Teddy Roosevelt.  Is it prototypical?  It 

captures many of the characteristic visual clues that tell us “Teddy 

Roosevelt”, but would any of us say it is prototypical?  It certainly 

can be said to represent Teddy Roosevelt. 

You might say – no it’s not prototypical because it is not “real”, it is a cartoon.  On the 

other hand you might say that the photo image is “real” and so it is prototypical.  But a 

photo is only two dimensional – is that prototypical?  Sure, you might say, it captures a 

moment of the real Teddy Roosevelt.  It is very real.  Is it prototypical? 

But ask yourself some questions.  T. R. is laughing – did he always laugh?  A blow up of this image shows 

he needs a shave – did he always need a shave?  He is dressed in a coat and tie – did he always dress in a 

coat and tie?  In other words, what about the photograph, which we all would agree is Teddy Roosevelt is 

“real” – what is prototypical? 

Here is a sculpture of Teddy R.  I think you would agree that a sculpture is a type of 

model of the person we know as Teddy Roosevelt.  It is prototypical?  It seems to 

reflect the photo’s pose as well as the cartoon/caricature’s features.  We see the 

glasses, the moustache, and the big toothy grin.  Is this model prototypical?  

Here is another “model” of Teddy Roosevelt.  It looks different than the other 

“model” and in fact one might say it looks more like a “Theodore” rather than a 

“Teddy”.   Is this second “model” prototypical?  It 

doesn’t look like the others and in fact it doesn’t conjure 

up the same mental image to me of the real person.  This 

one is thoughtful, the other more gregarious.  One is 

somewhat “now, in the moment” and the other seems “focused on a distant 

image” so to speak. 

Which “model” is prototypical of Teddy Roosevelt?  Are both of them 

prototypical even though they are different?  How could that be – “Hi my name 

is Teddy and I’m a rivet counter.  Hmmmm.” 

I’m not sure what to expect with the Railway Prototype Modelers.  Are they going to be rivet counters?  

Will they see my presentation and say firmly “That’s not prototypical” – end of story, only one possible 

answer.  Or will they say, like my wife’s friend might, “Oh, Dear, I love what you’ve done with that!” --   

When she really didn’t.  (To which I say “Bless her heart…) 
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I know some pretty serious model railroad “modeler’s” – even Master Modelers.  Most of them are quite 

reasonable folks when it comes to dealing with other folks work.  Some are not so. 

I know a few serious “rivet counters”.  It has to be “right”.  OK, I always want to ask them – do you model 

your track rail in 39 foot sections?  Do you bolt the ends with scale fishplates and bolts?  I haven’t found 

one yet that does that.  Is their track prototypical? 

If a “rivet counter” models a timber trestle, should the timbers be creosoted?  I know many who go to great 

lengths to represent the range of colors due to chemicals, weathering and age, but I haven’t found one yet 

that creosotes the model timbers.  Is the model prototypical? 

I have adopted the NMRA weight standard for the rolling stock on my railroad.  I think it improves 

performance and tracking of the cars.  It messes seriously with my steam engine’s ability to pull long trains.  

What is prototypical? 

One answer is that mass doesn’t necessarily scale proportionately.  Neither does the coefficient of friction 

for steam engines.  So, are physics and Mother Nature no longer prototypical? 

In fact, when I was in engineering school, one of upper level hydraulics courses included a very interesting 

segment about “scale” and “modeling”.  You may know that many hydraulics problems are modelled to 

achieve an answer.  Fluids being the elusive and every changing things that they are.  So, many of the 

“characteristics” of fluid mechanics were derived from modeling.  That is why “modeling” and “scaling” 

are considered in the coursework. 

What we learned at Georgia Tech (so it MUST be true, right?) is that all characteristics of objects and 

materials do not scale across the board in the same way.  An accurate model of “something” might not be 

able to use the absolute scale characteristic, or it wouldn’t be an accurate model (!).  Wow, but it came from 

Georgia Tech. 

We can say that mass is a function of volume, a third dimensional characteristic.   So, if HO scale is 1:87 

does the weight of a 100 ton car scale correctly?  Does the NMRA Standard weight reflect a 100 ton car at 

1:87 to the third power?  I can tell you that it doesn’t, although it is not so very far off. 

Is the NMRA (recommended) standard weight prototypical?  Good grief, if the NMRA standard weight 

isn’t prototypical then who can we trust?! 

If you read up on the NMRA standard weight, much like the so-called RP-25 wheel contour, you will find 

that like our friends in the hydraulics lab, the “standard” was developed by “modeling”.  This is a fancy 

way to say “we tested a whole bunch of them and this is what worked about the best”. 

So, it isn’t prototypical, but it is a “recommended standard”.  Hmmm -- what is prototypical? 

Let’s say that we’re going to model a particular steam locomotive for a particular railroad.  One will likely 

find for the steam engine, just as for the diesels, that there are variations due to modifications made over the 

life of the engine.  So, what is prototypical? 

Most good “rivet counters” will answer “well, I am modeling this specific locomotive as it was altered for 

variation so and so, by this railroad, during this time period.”  OK, that seems pretty prototypical to me.  

But it isn’t the ONLY version that would be prototypical. 

Sort of like Teddy Roosevelt – no he likely didn’t laugh all the time, and like most of us, he needed a shave 

once and a while, and sometime he wore a suit and sometimes he didn’t. 

So, what is prototypical modeling for us model railroaders? 

At the Conference this weekend, I am presenting a story about the development of my model railroad, the 

Birmingham District Model RR.  I begin with a premise, or a statement:  “I want to model a steam era 

representation of the Birmingham Industrial District.” 
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And I ask three questions: 

1. What would be a “prototypical” representation of the Birmingham Industrial District in the steam era? 

2. How would I model a “prototypical” steel mill as part of my railroad? 

3. How would I operate this particular model railroad in a “prototypical” fashion? 

In the presentation I show a map of part of the area that I want to model and it shows an area of 

Birmingham that is 18 miles on a side.  Being a Georgia Tech grad, I can do the math and show that a 

square 18 miles on a side is 324 square miles, or 0.0428 square scale miles, or 27.39 acres of model 

railroad. 

Surely the most ardent rivet counter wouldn’t hold me to model 27 acres of model railroad?  Surely!? 

Did a rivet counter come up with the idea of “selective compression”? 

The rest of the presentation is sharing information about the model railroad, what it seeks to represent and 

how we operate it. 

Is it prototypical?  Most of you that have visited know that there are MANY non-prototypical things on my 

model railroad. 

Does it work for ME?  Well, yes, it does, as a matter of fact.  It has been fun to research the history of 

Birmingham’s rail and industrial development.  It has been fun to figure out what and how to pick and put 

onto the model railroad.  And it is fun to operate the railroad with an eye toward representing the things that 

happened on a typical day in Birmingham’s industrial past. 

Is it prototypical?  No, it is not.  I don’t know how to represent every little thing, nor do I have the passion 

required to try.  I do know that my open hearth building “mock up” is about the right size; at least the 

length is about right.  I studied a lot of information and photos about open hearth plants and believe I have 

it about right.  It works for me.  But, it ain’t prototypical - or is it? 

You likely can see where I am going with all this. 

I am not too concerned if it is “prototypical” or not.  There I have said it.  Horrors! 

Is it fun for me?  Yes, it is.  And it seems to be pretty much fun for the folks that like to come and operate 

once a month.  And that is what counts for me.  If they are happy then I am happy, since to me camaraderie 

and fellowship are an important part of model railroading as a hobby.  If they aren’t quite happy with it I 

think I can live with that as well… 

I recently enjoyed very much a set of presentations about modeling steel mills at the NMRA National 

Convention in Cleveland.  One thing that came through loud and clear was “you are going to have to make 

compromises, because you can’t model it all.” 

I am very sure that I can live with that, and “let live with that” as well.  It is ok to me for someone to have 

his or her representation of their model RR Empire even if I don’t quite agree with what and how they did 

it.  If they enjoy it and better still, if they and OTHERS enjoy it, then I think that is great. 

I admit that I envy the modelers who have the passion, skill and dedication to model some of the wonderful 

creations that I see in shows, in magazines and on video.  I enjoy their creations.  But I am able to enjoy 

mine as well.  I am very happy that I am able to have a big ole’ model railroad about stuff that I am 

interested in and which reflects Birmingham’s industrial and railroad heritage.  I hope you can as well.  

Come see us. 



TThhee  SStteeeell  CCiittyy  CCoouupplleerr  ––  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  22001144    14  

And I expect to have a good time at the 

Atlanta Railway Prototype Modeler’s Meet.  

I plan to have fun doing my presentation 

and I expect that some will enjoy it and gain 

from it.  Those are the folks that will likely 

become new friends in this wonderful hobby 

that we all enjoy.   

How do you model enjoyment, anyway?  

Are there any rivets in “fun”?  Do these 

folks look worried about rivets? 

And if you can’t get along with that point of 

view, then remember what Teddy said: 

“Bully…!” - Or a close approximation of 

that word.  See you next month. 

– John 

 

 

Clerk’s Desk 

Building a Fleet 

By Jason Parham, Secretary 

 

Most of you folks know that I am a member of the Wrecking Crew Model Railroad Club here in the 

Birmingham area. Earlier this year, a thought occurred to me that we had been running for many years with 

our railroad’s name, the Locust Grove & Western, existing not much more than a name printed on the 

barricade that surrounds the railroad when it is set up at our annual “Magic of Model Trains” event at 

McWane Science Center. The railroad itself is a freelanced shortline extending from a connection with the 

Southern Railway at the fictional town of Locust Grove extending to another freelanced community known 

as Smithville. The name of the town Locust Grove itself a mashup of the real locations of Locust Fork and 

Pleasant Grove, both of which are in the quadrant northwest of Birmingham. Therefore, while the town 

doesn’t really exist, the name itself does sort of imply its geographical location. Other layout elements such 

as coal mines, thickly wooded rolling hills, tunnels, a river crossing, and a barge transfer facility also help 

to reinforce the idea of being northwest of Birmingham. Sure, the railroad was running and looked great, 

but just didn’t have much of an identity with a hodge podge of motive power pulling trains around the 

layout. 

A year or so back, Philip Griffith and I re-vamped the engine terminal in a town known as Smithville. Even 

though there were two of us working on individual structure projects, we both agreed that a “family 

appearance” was necessary in order to maintain a plausible scene. Studying the other railroad structures on 

the railroad, we noticed that a majority (but not all) of them were already in a rather nice scheme of white 

with green trim. Deciding to stick with this, any structure we would do would be painted Reefer White and 

Reading Green as the railroad’s standard colors. Perhaps we can go back and re-vamp those structures in 

alternate colors to be more unified as time goes on. 

So with the engine facility out of the way, it was time to have a fleet of equipment to ply those tracks. First 

out of the paint shop up is 7 freight cars. More specifically we have five 40ft boxcars and a pair of 
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pulpwood racks that you guys can be on the lookout for at this year’s show. How did we do this? Well, for 

the past 5 years or so I have been handling the GM&OHS’s special edition model cars and as a result had 

become acquinted with Mike Vickey out of Erie, PA who handles the graphic design for the models 

artwork. In addition to working with the GM&OHS for many years, Mike has also done artwork for some 

of Aristo-Craft’s G-scale models and even 

has the artwork of some 1:1 scale 

equipment on his resume as well. 

Examples include the repainting of Great 

Northern Historical Society’s “Hustle 

Muscle” SD-45 #400 which currently 

resides at the Minnesota Transportation 

Museum’s Jackson Street Roundhouse in 

St. Paul, Minnesota. Last year, I hooked 

him up with the Bibb County Chamber of 

Commerce to produce the artwork for 

their ex-GM&O caboose #2991 which is 

on display in Centreville, AL. 

As you can see, Mike’s work is very 

accurate historically and looks amazing 

but a recent conversation with him in 

which he let it slip that he also owned an 

Alps printer really piqued my interest. For 

those that don’t know, Alps printers are a 

bit different that most printer units in that 

they have the capability to print with 

white ink. This is quite handy for 

producing model railroading decals since, 

well, most railroad lettering is in white. 

The down side is that they have been out 

of production for a few years now and ink 

supplies are getting harder to come by and more expensive when found. I have also heard that they can also 

be much more cantankerous to operate as compared to your average desktop computer printer.  

So, with the Wrecking Crew Board’s approval, Mike set to work and I received our first set of decal sheets 

this past June. A few weeks ago, Philip and I rounded out some suitable plastic “victims” from the club’s 

stash and a few donated pieces courtesy of fellow member William Latture. The better part of two Sunday 

afternoons were spent together shooting vast quantities of Floquil through each of our airbrushes. By the 

time the airbrushes were cleaned out and copious quantities of brain cell killing paint fumes had been 

inhaled, 11 boxcars, 2 pulpwood racks, one gondola, three hoppers, 6 passenger cars, and 4 diesel 

locomotives had new paint. Many are still awaiting decals at press time but I thought I would give you a 

sneak peak at the boxcars already completed…… 
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The final fixative (via a coat of Dullcoat) has yet to be applied and you can still see some splotches from 

the decal setting solution, but once this takes place and final re-assembly is done, they will be ready to be 

delivered to the LG&W’s interchange track at Locust Grove. Stay tuned as more equipment rolls out of the 

Smithville Paint Shop. 

– Jason 

 

News from the NMRA Headquarters 

National News  

The NMRA Board of Directors selected Salt Lake City, UT as the site of the 2019 NMRA Convention and 

National Train Show.  

Congratulations to Jack Varadi, Kathy Varadi, and Paul Voelker for recognition of their entries in the 2014 

National Contest in Cleveland.  Jack was awarded the Bar Mills Favorite Model Award/People's Choice 

Favorite and the RMC Award for Lou's Machine & Tool Co.  Kathy took first place in the People's Choice 

Arts & Crafts General Category and was awarded ANC Best of Show for her painting Grandson Grifty at 

Grammy's Kitchen table.  Paul took first place in the Pass Contest for his UPD&G Railroad Pass. 

SER News 

 The SER Fall 2014 meeting of the Board of Directors will be held Saturday, September 27th, 2014 

at 9:00 a.m., at the Huntsville Marriott, 5 Tranquility Base, Huntsville, AL  35805. 

 Jason Parham has joined the SER Board of Directors, replacing Tom Shallcross who stepped down 

from his position as director.  Tom continues to serve as superintendent of the Headquarters 

Division, Northern District.  Visit the SER website for more information about Jason. 

2014 Huntsville Mini-Meet 

The Mid-South Division will host the SER 2014 mini-meet September 26th and 27th, 2014 at the 

Huntsville Marriott Hotel, 5 Tranquility Base, Huntsville, AL  35805.  Anyone registered at the mini-meet 

hotel will receive discounted admission to the U.S. Space & Rocket Center. 

This is a FREE event, open to NMRA members and the general public. 
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Events start with an operating session on Friday, September 26 at 1:00 pm on Jim Norris' layout. Contact 

Sandy Warrington at wewarrington@msn.com to attend the operating session. 

Saturday events begin with a tour of the 2016 SER convention facilities at 8:30 a.m. followed by the SER 

Board of Directors meeting at 9:00 a.m. Clinics will be presented by Dave Carlton, Howard Goodwin, Walt 

Liles, Jason Parham, and Peter Youngblood, MMR. 

Three layout tours are scheduled for Saturday afternoon, including the Redstone Model Railroad Club. 

Security on Redstone Arsenal requires everyone entering to have a photo ID.  Vehicle operators need 

registration and proof of insurance as well. 

The Mid-South Division is giving away three NMRA RailPass memberships to prospective members who 

attend the Mini-Meet, so when you come - bring a friend. 

Contact Sandy Warrington at wewarrington@msn.com for additional information. 

2015 Convention 

Registration is open for Palmetto Excursion, the 2015 SER Convention, hosted by the Palmetto Division.  

For more information about the convention, visit the Palmetto Excursion website. 

Modeling Clinics on DVD 

The SER is offering modeling clinics on DVD.  Four titles are available: 

  #1 - Building a Timber Trestle 

  #2 - Adding Sound to Model Railroad Scenes 

  #3 - Scratch Building Industrial Styrene Buildings 

  #4 - LEDs and their Application in Model Railroading 

DVDs Sell for: 

Donation of $10 each or all 4 for $35, plus shipping. 

For additional information, visit the SER website. 

Division Happenings 

 September 27th.  The Inman, SC Fall Festival will include the Norfolk Southern's Exhibit Car and 

the Piedmont 'N Southern's modular N-scale layout.  

 October 4th and 5th.  The Gulf Division is participating in the South West Alabama Railroad 

Modelers' Mobile, AL Train Show.  For more information visit the Gulf Division page. 

 Oct 11th and 12th.   French Broad e'N'pire NTRAK Club sponsored "Autumn Rails" Train Show at the 

Western North Carolina Agricultural Center in Fletcher, NC.  The Land O' Sky Division's membership 

table will be on site, as will the NMRA 100% club Western North Carolina Model Railroaders' modular 

layout.  The new Upstate SC Modular HO Club is planning on making its public debut at the show. 

 October 18th.  The Land O' Sky Division's quarterly meeting will be held in the Deerfield Community 

Center in Asheville.  Doors open at 9 AM. Meeting hours are 9:30 to noon. Guests are welcome. 

 October 18th.  The 12th Annual Piedmont Pilgrimage, the Southeast's premiere model railroad layout 

tour, opens Saturday, October 18th.  More than 80 model railroad open houses are scheduled during the 

event, running each Saturday and Sunday through November 23rd.  For additional information visit 

the Piedmont Pilgrimage website. 

wewarrington@msn.com
http://ser-nmra.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=788cdb42d6f93d380479824d5&id=cae32c97b9&e=3988a2c657
http://ser-nmra.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=788cdb42d6f93d380479824d5&id=c59bdc0f07&e=3988a2c657
http://ser-nmra.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=788cdb42d6f93d380479824d5&id=ab179fc7e7&e=3988a2c657
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 October 25th.  The Central Savannah River Division annual business meeting.  2014 is an election 

year.  The division must have at least a Treasurer and a Chairman, and can also staff the Vice Chair and 

Secretary positions.  If you wish to volunteer to be an officer, or have someone you wish to nominate, 

please contact the division nominations chair, Don Barnes, at aikenair@aol.com.  It will be important to 

have volunteers to help with upcoming events, including hosting the 2017 SER regional convention! 

Contact Superintendent Steve Prevette at prevette@atlanticbb.net for information on division activities. 

Steve Prevette has a new website up and running for his model railroad at bhbf.weebly.com.  He learned 

how to set up the site at a clinic given at the National Convention in Cleveland.  There is always 

something to be learned in convention clinics! 

 November 1st.  Soule' Live Steam Festival and Meridian Railroad Museum Railfest weekend. A model 

train show starts early Saturday morning and will be complimented with visiting prototype equipment 

displayed adjacent to Union Station. For more information visit the festival website. 

 November 15th.  The Palmetto Division fall meeting will be held at The Cottages at Brushy Creek in 

Greer, SC. 

 November 22nd and 23rd.  The Gulf Division is participating in the 2014 Pensacola Model Train 

Show will be held at the Hadji Shrine Temple, 800 West Nine Mile Road, Pensacola, FL.  For additional 

information, visit the Gulf Division page. 

 November 22nd - 30th.  The Middle Georgia Model Railroad Club presents the 7th annual Planes and 

Trains exhibit at the Museum of Aviation, GA Highway 247 and Russell Parkway, Warner Robins, 

GA. The exhibit will include operating model railroads and dealer tables.  Exhibit hours 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., 

closed Thanksgiving Day.  Free admission.  For additional information, visit the museum website. 

 December 6th.  The Steel City Division will present three clinics for the Smokey City Model Railroad 

Club's Train Show, to be held at the Pelham, AL Civic Complex.  For more information about the show, 

visit the Smokey City Model Railroad Club website. 

Photo of the Month 

This month we are going to continue our Southern shortline caboose collection with another from the Ed 

Stohl archives. This series would not be complete without an example of the side-door cabooses from the 

Columbus & Greenville Railway. 

The first incarnation of the Columbus & Greenville Railway, formed in 1920, received all of its 

infrastructure and much of its original equipment from its parent, the Southern Railway in Mississippi. 

Included in the inheritance of equipment from the Southern was a large batch of 13 wooden cabooses (most 

of which built in 1894) from the growing Southern Railway system, the cabooses found their way to the 

Mississippi portion of the Southern in the winter of 1915. When the C&G formed as an independent 

railroad five years later, the cabooses remained on the property and were formally purchased from the 

Southern within a few years. Remarkably, most of these wooden cabins remained in service on the Delta 

Route's daily freights well into the late 1960s, and many could be found in storage in the Columbus yards 

in the 1970s. 

Four of these cars including 500, 503, 506, and 508 (pictured on the following page at Columbus in 1968) 

still exist and reside in towns along the C&G at Winona, Columbus, Kosciusko, and Greenwood 

respectively. 

javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT7071_com_zimbra_email%22));
javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT7072_com_zimbra_email%22));
http://ser-nmra.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=788cdb42d6f93d380479824d5&id=c704841a3d&e=3988a2c657
http://ser-nmra.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=788cdb42d6f93d380479824d5&id=cc23be1919&e=3988a2c657
http://ser-nmra.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=788cdb42d6f93d380479824d5&id=a15c1d0a33&e=3988a2c657
http://ser-nmra.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=788cdb42d6f93d380479824d5&id=1b9ae8ee10&e=3988a2c657
http://ser-nmra.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=788cdb42d6f93d380479824d5&id=b8ebcd34c6&e=3988a2c657
http://ser-nmra.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=788cdb42d6f93d380479824d5&id=8537dac026&e=3988a2c657


TThhee  SStteeeell  CCiittyy  CCoouupplleerr  ––  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  22001144    19  

 

Until next month…... – Jason 

PS: I’m always on the hunt for interesting photos to use. If you have one you would like to volunteer for 

future use (either vintage or present day), please let me know.  

Steel City Swap Meet 

Got something you’re looking for or trying to sell? Drop me a line at gmo1515@comcast.net and we’ll 

include it free of charge for as long as you need. Make sure to include a good description with prices (if 

selling), your name, and contact info. 

For Sale: Set of 6 - HO scale 1960's 70-ton wood chip hoppers, N&W road name, with loads, $50 

Preiser HO figures, Set #10071 - reclining sunbathers , $9 

Athearn RTR HO loco, GE Dash9-44CW, CSX #9009, w/Digitrax decoder and operating ditch lights, $75 

Craig Gardner 

979-2666 

jcgard@bellsouth.net 

For Sale: Shinohara #4 wye switch, $10; NC Bridge Co. 56' wooden truss bridge kit, $10; Colorado Tree 

Co.60' low trestle kit, $11. 

Joe Gamble 

969-2478 

jggjwg@att.net 

 

mailto:gmo1515@comcast.net
../AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/jcgard@bellsouth.net
mailto:jggjwg@att.net
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Steel City Division Officers 

 

Superintendent  John Stewart 205-901-3790 jstew@bhamrails.info 

Assist. Superintendent Mark Stone 205-637-6733  mark.stone@kbr.com 

Secretary   Jason Parham 205-534-6529 gmo1515@comcast.net 

Treasurer   Carey Ketchum 205-871-5495 cketchu1@bellsouth.net 

If you can receive your 
“Coupler” via 

e-mail, you can help save 
printing costs.   Send your 

e-mail address to 

gmo1515@comcast.
net 

 

Timetable 

Southeastern Region Mini-Meet 

September 27
th

, 2014 

Huntsville, AL  

Hosted by the Mid-South Division 

GM&O Historical Society Annual Meeting 

Oct. 3, 4 & 5, 2014  

Memphis Central Station 

Memphis, TN 

http://www.gmohs.org/Events.htm 

Manchester Railroad Days  

Oct. 17 & 18, 2014  

Manchester Mill  

Manchester, GA 

Big Wally’s Train Show  

November 8, 2014  

Helena Baptist Church  

Helena, AL 

Greenberg’s Train & Toy Show  

Saturday & Sunday, Nov. 15 & 16, 2014  

Cobb Galleria Centre  

Atlanta, GA 

Smokey City Rails & Magic Valley Chapter TCA Train Show and Sale 

December 6
th

, 2014 9am-4pm 

Pelham Civic Complex 

Pelham, AL 

Piedmont Division Train Show 

Saturday & Sunday, March 14 & 15, 2014 

Cobb Galleria Centre 

Atlanta, GA 
 

Steel City Division Meetings: 

2014: 9/25, 10/30, 11/20 

2015:  1/15, 2/19 (Later dates TBD due to change in venue) 

../AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/mark.stone@kbr.com
mailto:gmo1515@comcast.net
http://www.gmohs.org/Events.htm

