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January 15th Meeting 

Making Trees from Wire and Making Backdrop Ridgelines 

Steel City Division Member Craig Gardner “hates scenery” but he is really quite good at making it!  Craig 
is working his way around his Birmingham Southern Model RR with his scenery.  A recent effort at 
making trees from wire and coupler picks (skewers) has yielded some great results.  Craig has added a 
“new twist” to an old method of making trees and you will be pleasantly surprised at the results. 

Another of Craig’s achievements is the creation of very effective “ridgelines” for his sky blue backdrop 
surfaces.  Adding ridgelines creates depth for the backdrop by creating an horizon for your model world.  
Craig’s method that he will share with us is simple, and VERY effective.  Again, I think you will be 
surprised and pleased at the results.  This is a method you will want to try on your layout! 

The January 15th meeting will begin at 6:30 pm, our regular meeting time since moving to the Hoover 

Library at I-459 and US-31, 200 Municipal Drive, Hoover, 35244. Come visit with us in Meeting 

Room A&B on the lower level of the library.  Visitors are most welcome; we are on the lower level which 
has elevator access.  Most of our meeting time is devoted to our program with a brief time for business. 

Editor Retires – New Editor Takes the Keyboard 

Our very talented Editor of your Coupler Newsletter has retired!  Jason Parham has asked to be  allowed to 
pursue his duties as NMRA Regional Director as well as the new President of the Wrecking Crew Model 
RR Club – a 100% NMRA Club! 

Next Steel City Division Meeting 

Thursday, January 15th, 2015 at 6:30pm 

Hoover Library, Meeting Room A&B 
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I think everyone agrees that Jason has done a wonderful job as Editor for the last three-plus years.  In fact, I 
believe that we all owe Jason a great big “Thank You” for reviving The Coupler Newsletter. 

Jason has said that he will continue to “occasionally” offer modeling commentary – only not on a regular 
basis.  We look forward to Jason’s leadership on our Regional Board as well as with the Wrecking Crew. 

As your new Editor, John Stewart will make every effort to keep the Coupler moving forward and he hopes 
to make a change!  (Uh Oh, model railroaders are not always change-oriented folks…) 

Editor Stewart really, really wants to encourage our members to contribute information on their modeling 
efforts to replace Jason’s lively, creative and informative column. 

So, if you will email your Editor a brief summary of what you are modeling, and send a few good pictures, 
your Editor will be glad to assist in making an article of your current contribution.  We may not do as good 
a job as Jason, but who knows!?  Let’s give it a try. 

Send your modeling efforts comments and a few pictures to the Editor:  jstew@bhamrails.info  

Election Results 

The Steel City Division held elections at our November meeting at the Hoover Library.  Three incumbents 
and one new officer were elected: 

John Stewart, Superintendent 

Mark Stone, Assistant Superintendent 

Dr. Carey Ketchum, Treasurer 

Your new Secretary, replacing Jason Parham, is John Pate. 

John Pate is a newer member of the Steel City Division and lives in the Moody area.  He and his wife 
Stacie have a daughter Jill, and both Mom and Dad work for AAA of Alabama at the Acton Road office.  
John’s work at AAA Alabama involves outreach, sales and coordination to the various vendors that serve 
AAA Members.  As a 34 year member of AAA your editor can say that they do a pretty good job. 

John’s Dad is a retired L&N Employee, Motorcar Maintenance, so John has grown up with the Old 
Reliable.  John is getting ready to embark on construction of an HO layout with L&N’s Boyles Yard 
activities as a focal point.  The layout is under design and wants to be a twin level walk around layout that 
is operations oriented.  Maybe John will let us chronicle his efforts in future issues of the Coupler. 

Superintendent’s Office 

 Christmas and Trains 

By John Stewart, Superintendent 
 
Like many of you I grew up with Lionel Trains and I have always 
fondly associated the Christmas and Holiday Season with trains.  For 
one thing, my brothers and I always looked to Christmas as a chance to add equipment to our 3-rail empire.  
I will never forget getting my very own steam switcher for a Christmas present, a Lionel 0-4-0 switcher 
with a slope back tender.  I am still fond of this style locomotive.  How many of you recall this type of 
image (next page) from the Lionel catalogues of our youth?  I certainly do!  I think that Lionel trains are a 
wonderful part of many model railroaders’ holiday memories. 
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I think that Madison Avenue also understood this link between Christmas and Trains.  We can all recall 
images of Santa and various products.  I think Coca-Cola likely created the “modern Santa” that many of us 
think of, even though I believe Thomas Nast, the 19th century cartoonist may have started the ball rolling.  
But they didn’t have electric trains in Mr. Nast’s day. 
 

Another thing that causes me to 
associate the holiday season with 
trains, and my old Lionel layout in 
the 1950’s, are the colors of red and 
green!  How many of you recall the 
Lionel turnout (“switch”) controllers.  
I can remember my Daddy building 
us a control panel with these switch 
controllers on either side.  The panel 
had a hand drawn schematic with big 
toggle switches to control the track 
power but I loved to watch the 
red/green lights change and hear the 
satisfying “thwack” of the Lionel 
turnout being thrown. These are 
images of the controllers and the 
“switches” that I remember on our 

layout.  The turnout had a small indicator “tower” (yellow circle) that rotated a quarter turn and showed the 
turnout position with red/green transparent indicators which sometimes got so hot they melted. 
 
I hope that this trip down memory lane has you in the mood to think “Trains and Christmas”.  With that 

thought in mind, why not plan a trip to 
McWane Center in downtown 
Birmingham with family, friends, kids 
and grandkids to see the seasonal 
exhibit “The Magic of Model 

Trains”.  This exhibit is put on by 
McWane and their hardworking 
“elves” the Wrecking Crew Model RR 
Club. This year’s event is sponsored 
by Motion Industries.    

 
For more information check out this link:  http://www.mcwane.org/event/the-magic-of-model-trains/    
 
This is a Big Project for the Wrecking Crew and they work hard all year getting layouts ready as well as 
working hard to provide support and hosting for the exhibit itself.  This work by the WCMRRC, a 100% 
NMRA Club, is consistent with the NMRA’s interest in sharing the fun of the model railroading hobby 
with the public.  The Exhibit continues at McWane Center until January 11, 2015.  Check it out with 
someone who loves trains or might learn to love them as we all do.  Happy Holidays! 

Birmingham Big News! 

Southeastern Region Considers Birmingham for 2017 Convention Site 

The Steel City Division has submitted a request for consideration by the Southeastern Region, NMRA, 
Board of Directors to host the SER Regional Convention in June, 2017.  SER Regional Convention 
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Committee Chair Fred Coleman has indicated support and directed your Steel City Division leadership to 
make a proposal at the next SER Board meeting to be held February 7, 2015 in Panama City, Florida. 

You may recall that Birmingham has hosted past Regional Conventions in 2010, 2004 and 1994.  
Birmingham even hosted the NMRA National Convention in 1988.  I know some of you recall these events 
and likely helped make them happen.  It is a lot of work and we’ll need plenty of help. 

June, 2017 seems like a long time away, but it will be here before we know it.  Steel City members have led 
the way to develop a Regional Convention Handbook which is available on the SER Website.  If you want 
to read about putting together a Regional Convention check it out: 

http://www.ser-nmra.org/sites/ser-nmra.org/files/Handbookrev%20Jan-2011.pdf  

In the near term it is planned to seat a “Steering Committee” for the overview of plans for the Birmingham 
Convention, assuming that the SER Board gives their blessing in February.  It is expected that this 
committee will include Steel City Division leadership, previous convention leaders and very importantly, 
representatives from our various Model Railroad clubs in the Division. 

As we move forward, the various committees and positions recommended in the Handbook will be selected 
and put to work.  If you would like to take a hand in putting together the proposed 2017 Regional 
Convention, take a look at the Handbook and see where your talent can be put to best use. 

In the meantime, make plans to attend the 2015 Regional Convention in Greenville, SC.  The convention 
is set at the Greenville Marriott - One Parkway East, Greenville SC  29615 - 864-297-030.  Check out the 
information on the Palmetto Excursion at http://www.palmetto-excursion.org/  Greenville SC is about a 4 ½ 
hour drive from Birmingham and the convention committee have a lot to offer. 

The 2016 Regional Convention is planned to be held in Huntsville, AL.  Be looking for more information 
in coming months.  It will be great to have two Regional Conventions close to home, so plan to attend. 

Each year the NMRA sponsors many conventions around the country.  Typically, there is a Regional 
Convention for most areas as well as one National Convention.  The Regionals are typically held in June in 
our Southeastern Region.  The Nationals are typically held in July.  Both the Regionals and National rotate 
to various cities each year.  These conventions are a great way to have fun and to learn more about our 
hobby.  The 2015 National Convention is scheduled in Portland, OR   http://www.nmra2015portland.org/ 

Conventions can be exciting trips with clinics, layout tours, prototype tours and family focused events. 

What’s on Your Workbench? 

Show us what you are working on! 

With the retirement of our faithful former editor, the “Clerk’s Desk” and its great modeling and prototype 
information will have to be replaced.  We want YOU to be the replacement.  Tell us what you have on your 
workbench, what is new on your layout, or what new technique or product you are working with. 

Do you think you can’t write an article?  That is not a problem.  Just submit a short description of what you 
are doing and a couple of pictures and your Editor will finish the job for you.  If you submit good work and 
it is ready, your editor will be glad to publish it.  If you need assistance with your submittal, that is OK too. 

Submit your “workbench” articles/information/pictures to the editor no later than the 7th each month.  
We’ve had success at our Division meetings with Show and Tell format organized by Asst. Supt. Mark 
Stone this past fall.  Several have shared their work and it has been thoroughly enjoyed by the attendees. 

We simply want to extend this opportunity to the Coupler Newsletter and have more of you participate and 
get the news out to other members who haven’t experienced the fun and fellowship of our monthly 
meetings in the comfort of the Hoover Library.  So, take some pictures and send the notes to the Editor. 
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Here’s a simple example of a submittal from a member based on a recent “find” at the Pelham Train Show: 

Dear Editor: 

I recently found a “deal” on 4 HO Scale REA Trucks sold 
under the IMEX Brand at the Train Show in Pelham.  I am not 
sure that the REA ever actually had a truck just like this, but I 
was intrigued by the trucks and am working on a previous 
acquisition to serve as a Sterling heavy duty, side-dump, chain-
drive rock truck for my limestone quarry.  This required a new 
radiator and grill, an extra axle and some details attempting to 
represent the heavy chain drive.  Prototype reference images are shown with a 1940 vintage Sterling chain 
drive, below left, and the rock truck at work in a Birmingham quarry about 1950, at right. 

So, for a very good price, I 
bought 4 more to consider for 
kit bashing for the layout.  I 
got curious as to just what 
type of truck these were – I 
love old trucks from the 
steam era.  I was pretty sure 
that they were Fageol Trucks, 

a predecessor of the famous Peterbilt trucks.  With a little research on these models I found what they were. 

Google Images was used to search for Fageol Trucks, thinking that the “egg cratel” grill was a Fageol style 
grill.  I was surprised to find that the IMEX models are a “one year only” truck -- the first Peterbilt 
produced in 1939 (right) with egg crate grill, after the bankrupt Fageol 

Company was bought out in 1938 (left).  
The “chrome” color on the model makes the 
1939 grill hard to see, but it is apparent on 
close inspection.  I think that the single axle 
IMEX can be shortened to look like the 
1939 “Pete” tractor (right).  Then I can put 
then to work on the layout pulling some 
Metal Works trailers around the layout. 

News from the NMRA 

National News  

Portland Express, the 2015 NMRA National Convention, provides updates through its mailing list.    Visit 
the Portland Express website to sign up.  http://www.nmra2015portland.org/  Updates are also available 
through its Facebook page and Twitter account. 

Southeastern Region (SER) News 

The SER Winter 2015 meeting of the Board of Directors will be February 7th, 2015 in Panama City, FL.  

The SER's next fundraiser will be a CD of some of the best clinics presented by SER members.  Clinics on 
any topic are welcomed, preferably with pictures.  Electronic format is preferred but hard copy can be 
scanned.  If you are interested in contributing, contact Bob Beaty, MMR at rabeaty@bellsouth.net.   

2015 Convention 

Registration is open for Palmetto Excursion, the 2015 SER Convention, hosted by the Palmetto Division.  
For more information about the convention, visit http://www.palmetto-excursion.org/ 
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Steel City Division Happenings 

The Steel City Division presented three clinics for the Smokey City Rails and Magic City Model Railroad 
Clubs’ Train Show, held at the Pelham, AL Civic Complex on December 6th, 2014.  In addition the 
Division offered an information “booth” at the clinic site on the show floor.  We had a good set of visitors 
and signed up two new Division members.  Special thanks to clinicians Bob Beaty, MMR, Mark Stone and 
Craig Gardner for their good work. 

The Steel City Division has a new banner for outreach and recruitment at train shows and other events.  
The banner and information table are shown in front of the clinic area provided at Pelham Civic Center. 

 

Steel City Swap Meet 

Got something you’re looking for or trying to sell? Drop me a line at jstew@bhamrails.info  and we’ll 
include it free of charge for as long as you need. Make sure to include a good description with prices (if 
selling), your name, and contact info. 

For Sale: Set of 6 - HO scale 1960's 70-ton wood chip hoppers, N&W road name, with loads, $50 
Preiser HO figures, Set #10071 - reclining sunbathers , $9 
Athearn RTR HO loco, GE Dash9-44CW, CSX #9009, w/Digitrax decoder and operating ditch lights, $75. 
Contact Craig Gardner at979-2666 or jcgard@bellsouth.net 
 

For Sale: Shinohara #4 wye switch, $10; NC Bridge Co. 56' wooden truss bridge kit, $10; Colorado Tree 
Co.60' low trestle kit, $11. 
Contact Joe Gamble at 969-2478 or jggjwg@att.net 
 

For Sale: 2 Each Digitrax DS2012 20 Amp Power Supplies. New in Original Boxes, never removed. $150 
Each, Retail: $179.95 each. Will deliver at monthly meetings or possibly meet to exchange cash for the 
heavy white box. Contact Mike Braunstein at 205-967-3340 or x996tt2002@outlook.com 
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Club News  

News from Steel City Area Model RR Clubs 

Birmingham model railroaders have a great history of club activities.  Since the NMRA’s Steel City 
Division is not a model railroad club, per se, the Division benefits from the work of each of the 
Birmingham area model railroad clubs.  In fact, many Steel City Division members are members of the 
local clubs and vice versa.  The Coupler provides space for the clubs to tell prospective members about 
themselves and to provide the Coupler with news of club activities.  If you are interested in a model 
railroad club in our area, learn about the local groups below, and make contact.  You’ll be glad you did. 

The Wrecking Crew MRRC (Philip Griffith Correspondent) 

The Wrecking Crew (http://wreckingcrewbham.com/) is a model railroad club formed by 27 local 
modelers to enjoy and promote the hobby of model railroading. It is a diverse group with varied 
backgrounds, including an architect, retired military, commercial photographer, communications 
professionals, engineers and even a professional chef. 

The Wrecking Crew is a 100% NMRA model railroad club.  This means NMRA membership is a 
requirement to join the club.  Being a 100% club has distinct advantages as the National organization 
provides certain benefits to 100% clubs. 

The Wrecking Crew meets in the basement of McWane Center downtown – see website for information. 

The Smoky City Rails MRRC (Richard Horton Correspondent) 

The Smoky City Rails MRRC (http://www.smokeycityrails.com/) is a dedicated group of model 
railroaders from the greater Birmingham metropolitan area who promote the hobby of model railroading.   
The club’s main goal is to establish a permanent location for an operating HO scale model railroad in the 
greater Birmingham metropolitan area. Our other goals include promoting the hobby of model railroading, 
promoting fellowship among all model railroaders and providing information to all model railroaders. We 
promote the hobby by displaying and operating our modular 16’ x 38’ HO scale model railroad layout; 
sponsoring model railroad trade shows; displaying exhibits; having tours of private model railroad layouts 
and having clinics at our meetings. 

Smoky City Rails meet at the home of a member – see website for information. 

The Birmingham N Scale Modular Club (Correspondent needed) 

The Birmingham N Scale Modular Club (BNSMC) (https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/bnsmc/info) is 
a diverse group of people working together to bring N-Scale to the public and to raise awareness of N-Scale 
as a viable hobby. We are currently basing our modular designs on the BendTrack standard and the T-Trak 
standard. Anyone interested in joining the group should watch for notice of the monthly T-Trak meeting to 
attend and gain more information. 

Magic City Railroad Club (Correspondent needed) 

The Magic City Railroad Club is a model railroading club founded in 1989 by Alvin Kesler. He and 
fellow modelers began building a portable O-scale train layout divided into 2-foot by 4-foot modular 
sections, which they assembled at various model train shows in the Southeast.  The club has had permanent 
layouts at West Lake Mall in Bessemer and at the Vestavia Hills City Center in the last 20 plus years.  
Currently the club is understood to be seeking a new permanent home.   

The club currently helps to sponsor a Train Show with the Smokey City Rails Club a couple of times each 
year.  The Magic City Railroad Club supports the National Model Railroad Association. 
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Club News  

Black Warrior Model Railroad Association (Correspondent needed) 

The former GM&O railway station was acquired by the City of Northport in 1995. Under the auspices of 
the Northport Historic Preservation Commission and the Black Warrior Model Railroad Association in 
1999 the structure opened as a model railroad museum.  Admission is free Saturdays from 10:00 - 1:00.   
 
For more information, visit the station's Facebook Page (https://www.facebook.com/NorthportDepot ) 
 

Coosa Valley Model Railroad Association  (Correspondent needed) 

The CVMRRA (http://coosavalleymodelrailroad.com/) operates two model railroad layouts.  The HO scale 
layout is one of the largest in the United States and is on permanent display on the second floor of the Mary 
G. Hardin Cultural Arts Center in Gadsden, Alabama.  The N scale layout is portable and is displayed at 
various train shows and exhibitions throughout the year.  Coosa Valley sponsors great train shows as well. 

The Coosa Valley MRA is technically located in the NMRA’s Mid-South Division just outside the Steel 
City boundary.  The organization’s great layout and good work in the hobby as well as the proximity of 
Gadsden to Birmingham are a great reason to include them in the Coupler’s Club News section. 

The Editor is currently working to set up correspondents for each of these clubs to provide current 

information on the club and its activities.  We look forward to supporting these clubs and their members by 

sharing their news as they support the model railroad hobby in the Steel City Division’s outreach area. 

About The NMRA 

The National Model Railroad Association was founded in 1935 to provide standards, education and 
fellowship for the model railroad community.  Today the organization is international. 

In the United States the NMRA is organized as a national group divided into geographical Regions.  The 
Regions are further divided into Divisions based on county boundaries.  When you join the NMRA national 
organization you are automatically a member of the appropriate geographical Region as well as the 
Division where you live. 

The Steel City Division includes 19 counties across central Alabama, from the Georgia state line to the 
Mississippi state line.  We are bordered on the north by the Mid-South Division and on the south by the 
Dixie Division.  Southern Alabama and the western panhandle of Florida are served by the Gulf Division. 

The Steel City Division has over 120 members who represent a very diverse group of modelers with 
members from all walks of life.  We publish this newsletter and hold monthly meetings. 

You can learn more about the NMRA at the national website:  www.nmra.org  

The Southeastern Region (SER) of the NMRA has a website: www.ser-nmra.org. The site includes 
information about the Steel City Division as well as the other 15 Divisions in the Southeastern Region of 
the NMRA. 

The NMRA has a great “trial” membership called the Rail Pass.  The Rail Pass enables you to join the 
NMRA as a first time member for 6 months for only $10, gaining access to all member features except 
voting.  This includes 6 issues of the great NMRA magazine.  The Rail Pass is also available to those who 
have been away from the organization for over two years and would like to revisit membership. 
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Timetable (Send your organization’s event news to the Editor) 

North Pole Express 
Fridays, Nov. 21st, 28th & Dec. 5th, 12th, 19th departure times: 5:00 pm, 6:30 pm, and 8:00 pm 
Saturdays Nov. 22nd, 29th & Dec. 6th, 13th, 20th departure times: 5:00 pm, 6:30 pm, and 8:00 pm 
Sundays Nov. 23rd, 30th & Dec. 7th departure times: 5:00 pm, 6:30 pm, and 8:00 pm 
Sunday December 14th departure times: 5:00 pm, 8:00 pm 
Heart of Dixie Railroad Museum, Calera AL   See http://www.hodrrm.org/default.cfm for more 
information 

 

Magic of Model Trains 
November 22nd through January 11th 
McWane Science Center 
Downtown Birmingham, AL 

 

48th Atlanta Model Train Show  
Saturday, January 17, 2015  
North Atlanta Trade Center  
Norcross, GA 

 

Piedmont Division Train Show 
Saturday & Sunday, March 14 & 15, 2015 
Cobb Galleria Centre 
Atlanta, GA 

Steel City Division Upcoming Meetings: 

All meetings are at the Hoover Public Library, Room A&B, unless noted. 

The Hoover Library is located adjacent to the I-459 and US-31 Interchange 

 200 Municipal Drive, Hoover, AL 35244    205-444-7800 

Meeting time is 6:30 pm 

February 19th, 2015  (Note: this a 3
rd

 Thursday night) 

Topic: TBA 

March 26th, 2015  (Note: this a 4
th

 Thursday night) 

Topic: TBA 

April 23rd, 2015  (Note: this a 4
th

 Thursday night) 

Topic: TBA 

May 21st, 2015  (Note: this a 3rd Thursday night) 

Topic: TBA 

Steel City Meetings are held monthly except December or as otherwise noted. 

 


